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2020 Pierce County Democrats Endorsement Questionnaire 
-Partisan Election- 

Candidate name: Jani Hitchen  

Position sought: Pierce County Council ~ District 6  

Date submitted: __4/3/20_   

Candidate qualities and conduct:  The Pierce County Democratic Central Committee endorses 
and supports qualified Democrats seeking elected office. When deciding whether to recommend 
endorsement, the Endorsements Committee may consider the candidate’s dedication to 
Democratic Party values and principles, the viability of the campaign, and the candidate’s 
qualifications for office, among other things. Endorsed candidates are discouraged from 
supporting non-Democratic candidates or from supporting any candidate who doesn’t represent 
Democratic values. Endorsed candidates should distinguish themselves from any Democratic 
opponents in an objectively fair, informational, and non-confrontational fashion.  

By submitting this endorsement questionnaire, I publicly affirm: 
• I am a Democrat and will uphold Democratic Party values. 
• I will abide by the above principles of conduct. 

You may respond N/A (not applicable) if appropriate.  Expand or decrease space as needed. 

Questions 

1. Why are you running for this particular office? 
 I have been a long-time resident of Pierce County and as I found out more about what the 
council controls, I found myself questioning why we were allowing this group to go unchecked. 
For too long the party politics have kept the council from doing what is right and better for those 
that live in the county. As an educator I have seen how the in-actions of the council impacts my 
students and their families. I want to have a voice on the council that is an advocate for families 
and those communities that have NOT had a voice. 

2. What are your qualifications (traditional or not) for seeking this elected office?   
Excellent communication skills, flexibility, problem solving, active listening, organizational 
skills (organizing people and activities), patience, team building and leadership. I have spent 
years working with the public in many different ways and one of the many skills you pick up as a 
teacher is how to get groups to work together. My professional experiences (teaching, union 
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work, team leadership roles in the schools), and my ability to communicate with a variety of 
people will be a huge asset to the county. 

3. What are the 1 - 3 most important issues for your district or your elected body/office?   
a. Not passing the 1/10th of 1% sales tax to support the much-needed mental health work 

that our county needs. This should have been done the first time, and then recently 
they had a second chance, and they still did not get it right. 

b. Smart Growth-working towards solidifying HOW we grow, protect our natural 
resources and that we build housing for all levels of income. We need to make sure 
that if we are increasing housing, that we provide the infrastructure to support the 
increased population. Essentially, I want smart growth across our county. 

c. Improve the access people have to the county council. I would like to move the time 
of the meetings to a time that more people can access their local government. I think 
that we (county council members) need to be more accessible to people at their own 
locations. This could include having meetings out in the districts, moving the meeting 
time so more working people can access them and the members of the council should 
be going out into the community. 

4. Why should the Pierce County Democratic Party support you for this position, and how have 
you demonstrated Democratic values?   
First and foremost, I could be the voice on the council that finally gives us the majority. I believe 
that the Democratic Party, though sometimes views are vast, there is a common thread of 
thinking about the people. We may not agree on the how to get there, but I love the values of 
thinking about people first, working towards improving the lives and livelihood for all. They 
value the rights and freedoms of all, but draw a line at hurting others. I believe that I have always 
been a Democrat, and I will always put people first. 

I have demonstrated this by my work on getting other strong Democrats in office, working as a 
PCO to educate and register voters and my work for the Bethel Education Association (my 
union). When I don’t agree with things, I act. It could be financial contribution, contacting 
people in charge, educating others, marching in protest or standing with others. 

5. When elected, how will you make yourself accessible, and how would you obtain constituent 
input on issues and decisions?   
That is one of my main concerns is accessibility and advocacy. I want people to feel like they can 
talk to me. I want the people in my district and those in the county that are not represented by 
someone, they feel like they can talk to me. I am used to communicating to individuals, small or 
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large groups. I am able to effectively communicate in person or via phone or e-mail. I want 
individuals, groups and organizations to have access, feel like I am able to meet with them, and 
would do everything within my schedule to meet the people where they are. 

6. How have you previously provided and how would you increase access and influence for 
people and groups that may lack them?   
As an educator I work daily to make sure that I raise all students, but work within the school and 
district to address institutional racism and white privilege. It must be called out and addressed in 
every organization and institution. Policies that are in place that support one group of people 
over another must be changed.  

On the county council I believe that any policy or regulations that hurts one group of people over 
another, the group needs to look at this closely, determine ways to raise groups that have been 
victims of oppression or overt/covert racism. 

7. Do you support unrestricted access to reproductive health care for all women, including the 
right to abortion? 
Yes! My hope is that it is always a last resort, but it should always be a safe option available. 

8. What are the core functions of the elected office/body you seek; how can you improve them? 
The County Council sets the stage for the work, the social services and personnel across the 
county. They make decisions about what projects are approved, what businesses can start or be 
contracted for county work, and protections for people, property and natural resources. I believe 
the council has lost its focus on the people that live in this county. In addition, they impact the 
surrounding counties by their actions or sometimes inactions. I want to shift the focus towards 
planning for the future and caring for the people of this county. 

9. Please list any key endorsements.   
At this time I have the following people: Kristin Ang, Christine Kilduff, Mari Leavitt and Connie 
Ladenburg. 

IF ELECTED TO THIS POSITION (some questions may not be applicable):  

10. What would you do to ensure that your constituents each have a truly equal and fair 
opportunity to succeed based on merit and effort, rather than pre-existing status or classification? 
I believe that it is the job of the council to hear out all groups or individuals. I value the thoughts 
and experience that each person brings to the table. I cannot assure every person that we will all 
agree, but I can assure you that I will listen. 

11. What benefits and problems come from increasing population; how would you address them?   
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We have a growing problem with affordable housing becoming harder to find, homelessness 
numbers are increasing and more families are finding that they cannot afford to live near the 
places they work. We have the opportunity to involve the voices of the communities to do 
intentional growth, to plan for housing that is available at all levels. In addition, looking at 
making the new construction more environmentally responsible.  

I would also like to work with local labor to see how we can build our work force HERE in 
Pierce county. We have too many workers that leave the county daily for work, how can we 
change that? We need to increase local family wage jobs in the county. 
Benefits come with more income (tax base) through sales tax and new construction comes with 
impact fees. This increased tax base should be used directly to improve the infrastructure of the 
county.  

12. How would you support workers, including union workers, whether employed privately or by 
government? 
Workers have rights, no matter if they are part of an organization or not. We need to have strong 
protections for workers so they are no put at risk, treated humanely and paid fairly. When it 
comes to unions, I believe they are the back-bone of the working people of our county. They 
should be used as an asset, a resource and part of a team. For those that are employed by the 
county, or workers/companies hired by the county make sure that the process is done fairly and 
using transparency. 

13. What policies and actions would you take to protect and improve the natural environment? 
The fact that our council did not support the Clean Fuel Standards last year unfortunately doesn’t 
surprise me, but I know that I would. And then they took it one step further and didn’t even ask 
the state to look at it by making it a legislative priority. I would want this brought to the table as 
soon as possible. 

Transportation makes up 45% emissions, and anything we can do to decrease the number of cars 
on roads will help in 2 ways: less cars over-all and less cars moving slowly or standing still.  I 
understand that their(the council’s) concern was a loss in jobs and it was a significant number 
according to them, but I have since then had someone run the same model and found that they 
went with the absolute worst-case scenario. We SHOULD be working as a county to generate 
jobs in clean energy. We should be building biofuels processing or looking at solar panel 
fabrication, parts for wind-turbines, or new technology that is waiting to be created.  

Water is another area of concern. As we build, we need to be very intentional about protecting 
our watershed. More concrete means less water going into the aquifers naturally, but instead run 
down the streets into the stormwater run-off. All of these things can be addressed and should be 
addressed quickly. We are running out of time. 
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14. What would you do to increase housing access and decrease income inequality? 
I was looking over the 20-21 budget and I am concerned that there is less money earmarked for 
things like Affordable housing, Family Justice center, Mental Health and some other areas that I 
think will adversely impact this growing problem. The council says all the building in Pierce 
county is going to help, but someone that is homeless is not able to scrape together $2500 for 
application, 1st and last month deposit.  We need more transitional housing and affordable 
housing in different areas across the ENTIRE county. 

I would like to make sure that we build in some programs that help before an induvial or family 
becomes homeless. The reality is that is actually less expensive to the county if they problem 
solve before we have a crisis and a family is on the street. 
The county currently plans to build more mulit-family homes through its Centers and Corridors 
plan. My concern is that the portion they allocated for low-income housing is not really low 
income, nor is it near enough, or is it protected. This means we might get some people into low 
income homes, and 10 to 12 years later, the landlords can take it out of that market and rent it as 
they deem. So it would not be stable and not a long term fix. 

15. Identify any budget challenges for your elected office/body; how would you deal with them? 
The biggest one that I do not have any idea about how it will be dealt with at this time, is what 
happens when we get to the other side of the COVID-19 pandemic. I cannot begin to think what 
the long-term consequences are going to be, but once elected I believe that the council will still 
be working on rebuilding. I know that when faced with this, we will have to work with local 
leaders across the county and state to rebuild, and uplift the people that have been negatively 
impacted by this unprecedented event. 

Above I have spoken to my hope that we will pass the 1/10th of 1%, that should be done to then 
allocate direct resources to help with the ongoing lack of services and support for those suffering 
from mental illness. 

We will have to be creative, find new ways to be intentional with the funds we have, and find 
ways that do not impact groups of people negatively as we move further in to the 21st century. 

16. How will you approach safety, police, and court system issues – and what are they? 
So one way that I see supporting our police and court systems is again, the 1/10th of 1% sales tax. 
We do not need to send armed police with no training to deal with someone having delusions, or 
suffering from a psychotic break. This tax could allocate funds for training response teams for 
this purpose alone. We also need to get the mentally ill that are in prison out of prison so they can 
be treated, provided medication if necessary and onto next steps. It is one of the most expensive 
ways to deal with someone with mental illness. So before we get to that point, address the 
underlying issue, have them on medication, or in treatment, in a home, just not in prison. 
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One of my fellow candidates has mentioned possibly freeing up the chamber used County 
Council meetings to hold court hearings. Anything that speeds up the process (but making sure 
that the process still happens correctly), is a benefit. The longer a person sits in a holding cell 
without a trial, they cannot start their re-payment to society or released. 

Lastly, I believe that the Pierce County Sheriff’s Department is understaffed. The call time to 
respond has continued to increase, and the number of deputies stays stagnant, while the 
population increases. As we are building and adding housing, we need to increase the number of 
deputies, including specially trained deputies for responding to the mentally ill, addressing the 
opioid epidemic and the crime that comes from that, and lastly dealing with any kind of training 
that they might need to respond appropriately. This should include bias training, de-escalation 
training and non-lethal weapons training. 

17. Finally, any additional comments you would like to share with the Committee:   
I appreciate the work you do for Pierce County. When elected I plan to continue to be an active 
member of this organization by being a PCO. Thank you for believing in me, and supporting me 
as stepped up to take on this challenge. I have grown as a person in the last few years while 
working with this organization.
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