
2020 Pierce County Democrats Endorsements Committee 
Second Report – May 12, 2020 

Important Note:  This is not the final Endorsement Committee report.  The committee 
will make additional recommendations for candidates and races not included in this 
report before the general membership again votes on endorsements in June. 

The Endorsements Committee continued to hold weekly meetings to review candidate 
questionnaires and conduct interviews, interviewing 19 candidates in 5 weekly sessions 
in April and May 2020.  Committee members participating in some or all of these 
meetings included: 

Ian Northrip, Chair – 27    
George Robison – 26    
Eric Hansen – 27       
Karri Wicka – 25     
Nikie Walters – 29      
John Westland – 31      
Peter Seto – 28      
Joe Bushnell – 29      
Sharon Winesberry - 28      
Dennis Townsend – 29   
Linda Hood - 28  
Robert Moody – 2  

The Pierce County Democrats’ Chair asked the committee to provide recommendations in 
certain selected races before the end of filing week, to permit the general membership to 
vote on those endorsements before the voter pamphlet submission deadline.  For this 
second report, then, the committee considered recommendations only for candidates who 
had declared their candidacy before filing week, May 11 – May 15, 2020.  Candidates in 
the selected races who began their campaigns during filing week have not yet been 
considered, but can still seek endorsement in June.  

The races considered for this second report were: 

Pierce County Council races 
Congressional District 10 
Congressional District 6 
Pierce County Superior Court 
Washington State Secretary of State 
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In addition, the committee considered three additional candidates eligible for early 
endorsement without an interview under the criteria set forth in our first report. 

The committee identified candidates by reviewing campaign finance filings at the 
Washington State Public Disclosure Commission and at the Federal Elections 
Commission.  The committee actively solicited questionnaires from all candidates 
running for the above positions, excluding those running as Republicans.  Some 
candidates submitted questionnaires without being asked.  For candidates that sought 
endorsement, the committee reviewed their completed questionnaires, conducted 
interviews, and sometimes conducted further investigation. 

The committee makes the following recommendations to the voting members of the 
Pierce County Democrats.  The committee’s recommended endorsements are not a 
“slate”; each recommendation may be considered individually. 

Early endorsements 

The committee previously recommended endorsement of the following candidates under 
the early endorsement criteria.  Given the health emergency, the general membership has 
not yet voted on these recommendations.  The committee continues to recommend their 
endorsement: 

U.S. Congress, CD 6:   Derek Kilmer 
U.S. Congress, CD 8:    Kim Schrier 
U.S. Congress, CD 9:    Adam Smith 
Governor:     Jay Inslee 
Attorney General:    Bob Ferguson 
State Auditor:    Pat McCarthy 
Public Lands Commissioner:  Hilary Franz 
Superintendent of Public Instruction: Chris Reykdal 
State Treasurer:    Mike Pellicciotti 

In addition, the committee recommends the general membership endorse the following 
three additional candidates under the early endorsement criteria: 

 State Insurance Commissioner:  Mike Kreidler 
 State Supreme Court Pos. 4:   Justice Charles Johnson 
 Pierce County Superior Court Pos. 8:  Judge Grant Blinn 
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Candidates considered for “regular” endorsement 

To make its recommendations (and the general membership’s endorsements) more 
meaningful to candidates and more helpful to voters, the committee was guided by its 
standing rule regarding single or multiple endorsement recommendations in any race: 

“If it makes a recommendation at all, the committee should generally 
recommend only one candidate for endorsement in each race, except that it 
may recommend two candidates for endorsement in a primary election in 
which there are more than two declared or filed candidates.  But by simple 
majority vote, the committee may suspend this rule for a particular race, so 
that it may consider recommending endorsement of more than one 
candidate in any race.” 

This a committee rule; it does not bind the voting members of the Pierce County 
Democrats, who are instead bound by their bylaws. 

County Council Races 

District 2 – Recommend endorsement for Sarah Rumbaugh: 

At the time of consideration, Sarah Rumbaugh was the only Democrat running for this 
position.  After review of her questionnaire and an interview, the committee recommends 
endorsement. 

District 3 – Recommend endorsement of Yanah Cook: 

At the time of consideration, Yanah Cook and Marcus Young were the two Democrats 
running for this position.  After reviewing both questionnaires and interviewing both 
candidates, the committee approved a motion to recommend endorsement of Yanah Cook, 
who some committee members believed to be better prepared on certain issues and to 
have a more viable campaign.  The committee was impressed with Mr. Young, applauds 
his commitment to service, and believes that he has enormous potential as a public 
official and a candidate, but there was no motion to recommend his endorsement. 

District 4 – Recommend endorsement of only Tim Farrell: 

At the time of consideration, three Democrats were running for this position:  Ryan 
Mello, Tim Farrell, and Preston Anderson.  The committee interviewed and reviewed the 
questionnaires of all three Democratic candidates.  There were motions to endorse both 
Mr. Mello and Mr. Farrell.  While a few members strongly supported or opposed one or 
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the other of these two candidates, other members expressed slight preferences.  The vote 
rejecting the motion to endorse Mr. Mello was close.  The committee was impressed with 
Mr. Anderson, applauds his commitment to service, and believes that he has strong 
potential as a candidate, but there was no motion to recommend his endorsement. 

District 6 – Recommend endorsement of Jani Hitchen: 

At the time of consideration, Ms. Hitchen was the only Democrat running for this 
position.  After reviewing her questionnaire and interviewing her, the committee 
recommends endorsement.  As filing week began, another Democrat, John Caverly, also 
filed for this position; he had not previously filed with the State PDC.  Mr. Caverly has 
now submitted a completed questionnaire and requested endorsement.  The committee 
continues to recommend endorsement of Ms. Hitchen, and will provide a 
recommendation on Mr. Caverly in a subsequent report.  

Congressional District 10 

Committee recommends endorsing Beth Doglio.  
Committee recommends endorsing Marilyn Strickland. 

At the time of consideration, five Democrats were running for this position:  Beth Doglio, 
Marilyn Strickland, Phil Gardner, Kristine Reeves, and Joshua Collins.  Mr. Collins did 
not respond to any of our communications, did not submit a questionnaire, and is 
apparently not seeking endorsement from the Pierce County Democrats.  The committee 
interviewed and reviewed the questionnaires of the other four Democratic candidates.   

There were motions to endorse all four, and each candidate had strong advocates on the 
committee.  The motion to recommend endorsement of Ms. Doglio passed easily.  The 
vote to recommend endorsement of Ms. Strickland was very close, as was the vote 
rejecting an endorsement recommendation for Mr. Gardner.  Ms. Reeves had the least 
support of the four. 

Because more than two strong Democratic candidates are running for this position, the 
committee recommends endorsing two of them, to identify the two Democratic 
candidates the Pierce County Democrats believe should advance out of the “top two” 
primary.  Endorsing more than two Democratic candidates, however, might increase the 
risk of splitting the Democratic vote and allowing one or more Republican candidates to 
advance. 
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As filing week began, at least two additional candidates filed for this position as 
Democrats.  If those – or other – candidates seek our endorsement, the committee will 
provide a recommendation in a subsequent report. 

Congressional District 6 

The committee opposes endorsement for Rebecca Parson. 

Elsewhere in this report, the committee recommends endorsement of incumbent Derek 
Kilmer.  The committee also invited another Democrat running for the same position, 
Rebecca Parson, to seek endorsement.  The committee reviewed her questionnaire and 
interviewed her.  Many committee members believed that Ms. Parson may develop into a 
strong candidate and public servant.  But the motion to recommend endorsing her failed.  

Washington State Secretary of State 

The committee recommends endorsing Gael Tarleton. 

At the time of consideration, Gael Tarleton was the only Democratic candidate for 
Secretary of State.  She was not eligible for early endorsement because she has not (to my 
knowledge) been previously endorsed by the Pierce County Democrats or any Pierce 
County Legislative District.  The committee reviewed her questionnaire, interviewed her, 
and voted to recommend endorsement. 

Pierce County Superior Court 

Six candidates for six different Superior Court Departments requested the Pierce County 
Democrats’ endorsement.  Four are recently appointed; two are running for open seats; 
none have been previously elected to the position sought; and none were eligible for early 
endorsement.  At the time of consideration, none of the six had opponents, though that 
could change during filing week.  For each of the six, the committee reviewed a 
completed questionnaire and conducted an interview.  The committee recommends 
endorsement for each, as follows: 

Department 6 – recommend endorsing Tom Quinlan 
Department 7 – recommend endorsing Diana Kiesel 
Department 13 – recommend endorsing Matthew Thomas 
Department 14 – recommend endorsing Sabrina Ahrens 
Department 21 – recommend endorsing Clarence Henderson 
Department 22 – recommend endorsing Alicia Burton 
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Respectfully submitted, 

Ian Northrip 
2020 Endorsements Committee Chair 
Pierce County Democrats 
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Appendix – Early Endorsement Eligibility 

Candidates who met the following criteria were eligible to be considered without a full 
investigation for an early endorsement recommendation under the Endorsements 
Committee standing rules.  The committee, however, was not required to recommend 
endorsement for eligible candidates.  With the one exception noted in the committee’s 
first report, all candidates recommended for early endorsement met these criteria: 

a. If a partisan office, the candidate is a known Democrat. 
b. The candidate is an incumbent in the office sought. 
c. The Pierce County Democrats previously endorsed the candidate for the office 

now held and sought. 
d. The candidate submits a current endorsement questionnaire. 

-OR- 

a. If a partisan office, the candidate is a known Democrat 
b. The Pierce County Democrats or another Pierce County Democratic 

organization has previously endorsed the candidate for an office. 
c. The candidate has demonstrated Democratic values while serving in elected 

office. 
d. The candidate now seeks a different office, has no known Democratic 

opponents, and an early endorsement would benefit the candidate and the 
party. 

e. The candidate submits a current endorsement questionnaire. 
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