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2020 Pierce County Democrats Endorsement Questionnaire 
-Partisan Election- 

Candidate name: __Marilyn Strickland_____________________________ 

Position sought: _____U.S. House of Representatives, WA-10_________________________ 

Date submitted: _____April 3rd, 2020________________________________   

Candidate qualities and conduct:  The Pierce County Democratic Central Committee endorses 
and supports qualified Democrats seeking elected office. When deciding whether to recommend 
endorsement, the Endorsements Committee may consider the candidate’s dedication to 
Democratic Party values and principles, the viability of the campaign, and the candidate’s 
qualifications for office, among other things. Endorsed candidates are discouraged from 
supporting non-Democratic candidates or from supporting any candidate who doesn’t represent 
Democratic values. Endorsed candidates should distinguish themselves from any Democratic 
opponents in an objectively fair, informational, and non-confrontational fashion.  

By submitting this endorsement questionnaire, I publicly affirm: 
● I am a Democrat and will uphold Democratic Party values. 
● I will abide by the above principles of conduct. 

You may respond N/A (not applicable) if appropriate.  Expand or decrease space as needed. 

Questions 

1. Why are you running for this particular office? 

The South Puget Sound, where the 10th CD is located, has been my home for most of my 
life and I care deeply about our community. We must help preserve what we love about the 
South Sound, while ensuring that progress benefits all our residents.  From young adults to 
working families to senior citizens, too many people’s basic needs are not being met. 

The regressive policies of the Trump administration must be addressed at the federal level. 
Decades of progress in civil rights, human rights, environmental stewardship and women’s 
rights are at risk.  My leadership experience and unique background make me well suited 
to represent the 10th District. If elected, I will be the first African-American member of the 
Washington state congressional delegation and the first Korean-American woman elected 
to Congress in its 230 year history.  
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I have a responsibility to stand up for those who don’t have a voice or a seat at the table. 
This is the most important period for American democracy in our lifetime, and we need to 
dig in and fight harder for the things that affect our lives. That means expanding 
healthcare options and lowering costs, building an economy that works for all of us, 
protecting and creating living wage jobs, improving education outcomes, making 
meaningful progress to address climate change, investing in housing so that everyone has a 
safe and secure place to live, and ensuring that everyone has the ability to retire with 
security and dignity. 

COVID-19 has highlighted more acutely than ever that elections have consequences. The 
federal government’s slow, inadequate, and at times harmful response to this public health 
crisis demonstrates the need for bold, proven, capable leaders representing us in 
Washington D.C.  I can and will be that leader for Washington’s state’s 10th Congressional 
District, and for our country. 

2. What are your qualifications (traditional or not) for seeking this elected office?   

My qualifications for this position include my lived experience, education, leadership 
experience and deep roots in this district.  

I was born in Seoul, attended K-12 Tacoma Public Schools, and grew up in a military 
family in South Tacoma. I graduated from the University of Washington with a B.A. in 
Sociology and an M.B.A. from Clark-Atlanta University, a historically black college and 
university. Prior to elected office, I gained experience working for large and small 
companies, and in government. Developing a broad base of knowledge in areas such as 
education, housing, health care, economic development and transportation will help me 
continue to serve the public well.  

As a former City Councilmember and two-term Mayor of Tacoma, I am a proven leader 
with experience leading through a crisis. When I took office, Tacoma was in the midst of 
the Great Recession. By the time I left office, we had attracted over $1 billion in private 
investment, passed a $500 million infrastructure package which created hundreds of family 
wage jobs, and our economy had dramatically improved. Serving as a local elected leader 
gives me insight to the needs of people right here at home, and how the federal government 
can do a better job of supporting cities, towns and local communities.  
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I know that our government isn’t working for everyone, and even before COVID-19, many 
in our communities were not getting their basic needs met. As a former mayor who helped 
lead Tacoma out of recession and into recovery, I am a proven leader who understands 
what it will take to move all of us forward.    

3. What are the 1 - 3 most important issues for your district or your elected body/office?   

I am focused on addressing issues which affect people’s everyday lives, the first of which is 
health care. Health care is a right, not a privilege, and COVID-19 has laid bare the 
inequities in our health system. Even those with insurance are paying sky-high deductibles 
and copays. The status quo is untenable and affects not only people’s health but their 
economic security. I strongly support a public health care option, which will increase 
coverage and will lead to better insurance plans from private insurers through increased 
competition. I am also open to exploring a lowering of the eligibility age for Medicare. I 
also will fight to strengthen protections for people with pre-existing conditions and end 
surprise billings. I will take on the pharmaceutical industry and fight for things like patent 
reform so that generic drugs can come to market more quickly to lower the cost of 
prescription drugs. COVID-19 has amplified the need for a strong public health 
infrastructure that is sufficiently funded.  

Another key issue is housing. From one end of this district to another, housing affordability 
is the one issue that I constantly hear about. Everyone deserves to live in a safe, stable, 
affordable home, and right now this need is not being met.  Supply does not meet demand. 
Local and state governments are doing what they can, but the reality of the affordable 
housing crisis is that the only entity with the resources to address the problem is the federal 
government. That is why I will advocate for a massive federal investment in affordable and 
workforce housing. This will include increasing funding to state housing finance 
commissions, to help build more affordable housing; more resources directed to local 
Housing Authorities, which can be used for housing construction and housing vouchers; 
and a plan to increase flexibility of housing vouchers to give voucher holders more options 
for places to live. The federal government has abdicated its responsibility to put more 
resources into building housing for too long. We need a response to the housing crisis that 
matches the scale of the problem. I will champion this effort in Congress. 

A third issue is economic security. From massive income inequality to workers losing the 
ability to retire with dignity, economic security is a key focus of my campaign. Wage 
growth has lagged significantly behind GDP in recent years, leaving workers falling behind. 
I strongly support collective bargaining and the ability of workers to organize. Collective 
bargaining has led to higher wages and better benefits for all workers, and I will support a 
federal law banning right-to-work if elected.  
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4. Why should the Pierce County Democratic Party support you for this position, and how have 
you demonstrated Democratic values?   

I am a lifelong Democrat with a record of service and accomplishment. Prior to elected 
office, I had the honor of serving as a national delegate for Barack Obama at the 2008 
Democratic National Convention. I am an effective leader with deep roots in the 
community, a broad base of support, and vision of how I will serve the people. My father 
served in the Army for 20+ years, so I’ve also experienced the challenges facing military 
families and veterans and will always work to ensure that they are cared for. My election to 
Congress will be historic. If elected, I will be the first African-American represent 
Washington state at the Federal level, and the first Korean-American woman elected to 
Congress in its 230 year history. 

I am proud to have a strong record that demonstrates my Democratic values. As Mayor of 
Tacoma, I passed paid sick leave and helped raise the minimum wage, paving the way for 
statewide action. By making public education a civic priority and bringing the entire 
community together to work with the school district, we raised graduation rates from 55 
percent to 89 percent over my term in office.  

I spearheaded Tacoma’s largest infrastructure package in four decades to repair streets 
and sidewalks, creating thousands of living wage jobs in and around Tacoma. I supported 
the adoption of an Environmental Action Plan, increasing solar use by 26 percent, 
registering thousands of new electric vehicles, and cut electric usage in city buildings by 10 
percent.  As Chair of Pierce Transit and Vice-Chair of Sound Transit, I consistently 
advocated for investments in mass transit to address transportation needs, reduce carbon 
emissions and create thousands of union jobs.  

To address concerns about police involved shootings, I endorsed and supported I-940, the 
initiative that addressed de-escalation training for police officers and set a new standard 
for the use of force. Working with the Obama Administration, I launched My Brother’s 
Keeper while Mayor of Tacoma to focus on opportunities for young men of color. I also 
supported “ban the box” legislation to help applicants interested in employment with the 
City of Tacoma. 
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I launched an award-winning summer jobs program for high school students that led to the 
Tacoma Tideflats Certification Program, creating a pipeline for students to fill high-
demand jobs in the maritime and construction trades. I was proud to stand with the 
LGBTQ community in support of marriage equality and transgender rights and passed 
background checks for gun sales in Tacoma before statewide action. 

As CEO of the Seattle Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce, I strongly and publicly 
advocated for I-1000, the Washington State Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Act, which 
would have increased government contracting opportunities for women, veteran and 
minority owned businesses, and access to higher education for historically under-served 
communities.  

5. When elected, how will you make yourself accessible, and how would you obtain constituent 
input on issues and decisions?   

As Mayor, I prided myself on being accessible to my community, and I will bring that 
attitude with me to D.C. I will take the Town Hall Pledge and hold the town halls in 
different parts of the district to make sure that all my constituents have the opportunity to 
meet and talk with me. I will go on listening and learning tours of the district - attending 
community events and making sure that I and my staff are aware of and able to attend 
community events in every corner of this district. I will also prioritize constituent services. I 
will also hold online town hall meetings for those who may not be able to attend in person. 
As your Representative, it will be my job to help you in any way that I can. If I am elected, 
my door will be open to you, and I will be there to deliver results for the people I represent. 

6. How have you previously provided and how would you increase access and influence for 
people and groups that may lack them?   

One of my goals as your Congressperson is to engage new communities and create a more 
inclusive government that works for everyone. As an African American and Asian 
American, I come from two historically underrepresented communities. My candidacy has 
already activated these communities, and I am making this engagement a cornerstone of 
my campaign. Once elected, I will continue to foment that engagement by meeting with 
leaders from these communities, church congregations, community groups, utilizing media 
companies for non-native English speakers, and making sure all communities in my district 
(and statewide) know that they have an advocate in Congress. This is a government of the 
people, by the people, and it only works if everyone can participate. In addition, I will form 
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a local advisory group in the district that reflects the entire community and seek their 
counsel and input on issues that are of interest to them.  

7. Do you support unrestricted access to reproductive health care for all women, including the 
right to abortion? 

Yes. A woman’s right to choose is not only morally right - it is a healthcare issue and an 
economic empowerment issue. I strongly support giving women the access and choices they 
need to make the best decisions for themselves and their families. I will defend Planned 
Parenthood against defunding efforts and will advocate fiercely against overturning Roe v. 
Wade, as well as fight to make reproductive healthcare safe, affordable and available to 
those who want it. 

8. What are the core functions of the elected office/body you seek; how can you improve them? 

The job of a Congressperson is to work with their colleagues to pass laws that improve the 
lives of their constituents and the American people. It is also to provide constituent 
outreach and advocacy and to help local residents access key federal help and services. 
Congress as a whole, has been negligent but the Democrats have passed many strong pieces 
of legislation and the crisis of COVID-19 has led to some positive bi-partisan action. I am 
an experienced leader with expertise working with a wide range of people and interests to 
get things done and a focus on solving problems. This experience will serve me well in 
Congress. 

9. Please list any key endorsements.   
● Christine Gregoire, former Governor of Washington 
● Victoria Woodards, Mayor of Tacoma 
● Bill Pugh, Mayor of Sumner 
● Hunter George, Mayor of Fircrest 
● Ron Lucas, Mayor of Steilacoom 
● Dana Ralph, Mayor of Kent 
● Cassie Franklin, Mayor of Everett 
● Steve Hobbs, WA State Senator 
● Paul Berendt, former Chair, WA State Democrats 
● Noah Purcell, State Solicitor General 
● Terry Bergeson, former WA State Superintendent of Public Instruction 
● Marty Campbell, Pierce County Councilmember     
● Harold Moss, former Chair, Pierce County Council, former Mayor of Tacoma 
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● Brian Ebersole, former WA Speaker of the House, former Mayor of Tacoma 
● Catherine Ushka, Tacoma City Councilmember 
● Lillian Ebersole, Tacoma City Councilmember 
● Conor McCarthy, Tacoma City Councilmember 
● Robert Thoms, Tacoma City Councilmember 
● John Hines, Tacoma City Councilmember 
● Keith Blocker, Tacoma City Councilmember  
● Deborah Juarez, Seattle City Councilmember 
● Rosa Franklin, former State Senator                                         
● Thomas Dixon, President Emeritus, Tacoma Urban League 
● John McCarthy, Port of Tacoma Commissioner 
● Dick Marzano, Port of Tacoma Commissioner 
● Don Meyer, Port of Tacoma Commissioner 
● Claire Petrich, former Port of Tacoma Commissioner 
● Aaron Pointer, Metro Parks Commissioner 
● Jesse Baines Jr., Metro Parks Commissioner                                      
● Minh-Anh Hodge, Board Member, Tacoma Housing Authority 
● Reverend Arthur Banks, Board Member, Tacoma Housing Authority 
● Carla Santorno, Superintendent, Tacoma Public Schools* 
● Josh Garcia, Deputy Superintendent, Tacoma Public Schools* 
● Lua Pritchard, Executive Director, Asia Pacific Cultural Center 
● Theresa Pan-Hosley, Founder, Chinese Reconciliation Foundation 
● T’wina Nobles, University Place Schools Director 
● Nate Bowling, 2016 WA State Teacher of the Year                                                     
● Chang Mook Sohn, former WA State Economist 
● Bruce Harrell, former Seattle City Councilmember 
● Gene Duvernoy, Environmental leader  
● Brady Walkinshaw, former State Representative 
● Vietnamese Community of Tacoma Pierce County 

*Denotes personal endorsement, not institutional.  

IF ELECTED TO THIS POSITION (some questions may not be applicable):  

10. What would you do to ensure that your constituents each have a truly equal and fair 
opportunity to succeed based on merit and effort, rather than pre-existing status or classification? 

As a woman of color, and the daughter of an immigrant and a soldier who grew up in the 
South Sound during the 70’s, I know how it feels to be under-estimated, to not have family 
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and social connections or intergenerational wealth and privilege that gives you a leg up. As 
a member of Congress, your influence can have a positive impact. I will work hard to staff 
my offices with people who reflect the community, and view decision making through the 
lens of equity and inclusion. 

The most important foundation of success is having your basic needs met. It’s why housing 
and healthcare are at the top of my agenda. While each person will have a unique definition 
of what success means to them, it is important that we remove structural barriers that will 
prevent people from being their best selves.  

I work to reform the criminal justice system, unfair drug laws and the school to prison 
pipeline that undermine fair opportunities for people to succeed based on merit and effort. 
It will also be important to support entrepreneurship and small businesses, especially when 
you consider that they are often owned by immigrants and members of under-represented 
communities.  

11. What benefits and problems come from increasing population; how would you address them?   

An increase in population, when harnessed properly, can lead to more innovation, more 
vibrant communities, more cultural amenities, and a stronger economy. Population 
increases can also mean more resources and a larger tax base for local government, so our 
communities can have more resources to meet the needs of their residents. 

However, growth must be managed in order to take advantage of these benefits. If left 
unchecked, growth leads to higher carbon emissions, a less efficient economy, unusually 
high demand for housing which leads to higher prices, and a less livable region for 
ourselves and the natural life around us. We have experienced some of both the benefits 
and detriments of growth here in the South Sound. As Mayor of Tacoma, guiding this 
growth was one of the central challenges of my tenure. I worked hard to locate new 
affordable housing in walkable areas, reducing people’s need to get in their car to run 
errands. As Vice Chair of Sound Transit and Chair of Pierce Transit, I strongly advocated 
for increased transit funding, to make it easier for people to get around without relying on 
automobiles. I will continue this critical work in Congress. 

12. How would you support workers, including union workers, whether employed privately or by 
government? 
 
I will use my platform to support the organizing and advocacy efforts of workers by 
sending official letters to businesses and government officials supporting labor priorities, 
advocating and voting for bills which advance labor and workforce priorities, 
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communicating our support for labor publicly, and literally standing with labor on a picket 
line if necessary.  We also need to ensure equal pay for equal work, paid family leave and 
access to quality and affordable education to help ensure the workforce of the future.  

13. What policies and actions would you take to protect and improve the natural environment? 

During my tenure as Mayor, Tacoma developed a framework of actionable and attainable 
steps to meet its carbon reduction goals. We raised solar use by 26 percent, registered 
thousands of new electric vehicles, increased the tree canopy, and reduced water use by 10 
percent in city-owned buildings. In 2014, I traveled to D.C. to lobby the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers to restart the fish passage project at Howard Hanson Dam. This project will 
increase the water supply and open up the Green River to double the spawning habitat for 
salmon in the Central Puget Sound.   

In Congress, I will fight to stop Trump’s plan to expand offshore drilling and work to 
increase funding for Puget Sound restoration. I will work to reinstate regulations on 
emissions and protections for our public lands and will advocate for rebuilding the EPA, 
especially offices and programs designed to track the health and environmental impacts of 
pollution in under-served communities. I will also work to invest in renewable energy in 
pursuit of a more carbon-free future. 

14. What would you do to increase housing access and decrease income inequality? 

Based on my time as Mayor of Tacoma, and input I’ve received in every part of this 
district, housing affordability is the top issue. It drives economic stability and quality of 
life. All people, regardless of age or income, deserve to live in a safe, stable, affordable 
home and should not spend more than 30 percent of their income on housing. Local and 
state governments are doing what they can, but the one entity with the resources to 
significantly address the problem is the federal government. It’s why I will advocate for a 
massive federal investment in affordable and workforce housing for local communities, 
military families, and the homeless. 

This will include increasing funding to state housing finance commissions, to help build 
more affordable housing; it will include more resources directed to local housing 
authorities, which can be used for construction and housing vouchers; and it will include a 
plan to increase flexibility of how housing vouchers can be used, which will provide 
stability and more choice. The response to the affordable housing crisis must be innovative 
and match the scale of the problem. I will champion this effort in Congress with urgency. 
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It is also important for builders to creatively consider what it means to be securely housed 
in the modern era and accommodate multi-generational families, dormitory style housing, 
and rehabilitation of existing homes. The need to connect reliable public transit must all be 
part of the planning process with housing and I will fight to increase federal transportation 
funding.  

To address income inequality, we need to bring wages up by ending anti-labor policies like 
Right to Work laws and overturning Janus vs. AFSCME and passing pro-labor legislation 
like the PRO Act and the Public Service Freedom to Negotiate Act. These bills will give 
workers the power to organize and collectively bargain for better benefits and wages. We 
also need to raise the minimum wage, which has been $7.25 per hour since 2009. It’s time to 
find a path to raise the minimum wage to $15 per hour nationwide.  

We must also examine opportunities for paid workforce training, so people have a chance 
to move up the wage progression ladder. I am a supporter of free college for those pursuing 
high demand fields such as teaching, nursing/health care, building trades and 
cybersecurity.  

We also need to raise the marginal tax rate on the highest earners and close corporate tax 
loopholes to ensure businesses that are operating in the United States are paying their fair 
share. To expand health care, invest in affordable housing, and ensure social security and 
Medicare and Medicaid benefits are fully funded, we will need new revenue. These are all 
ways to address housing affordability and income inequality.  

15. Identify any budget challenges for your elected office/body; how would you deal with them? 

There are always budget challenges in Congress - as a two-term Mayor, I have experience 
managing budgets and balancing priorities for my constituents. I also have experience 
fighting for the funding I know that my community needs and deserves, and I will continue 
fighting for necessary funding in D.C. 

One particular challenge we will face is that the government is not raising enough money to 
fulfill its duty of meeting the basic needs of every American, especially during the current 
public health and economic crisis. I will look to raise additional revenue by closing 
corporate tax loopholes, raising the marginal tax rate, and taxing Wall Street trading.  

16. How will you approach safety, police, and court system issues – and what are they? 

The broken criminal justice system disproportionately affects people of color, is a cause of 
family dysfunction, fuels the cycle of poverty and exacerbates the racial wealth gap. I 
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support legislation to reduce sentencing for low-level drug offenders and bills which shift 
the power in our criminal justice system away from the prison industrial complex and 
toward rehabilitation. I support banning cash bail for non-violent offenses which can spiral 
into job loss and financial ruin.  

We can improve trust between communities of color and law enforcement by diversifying 
our police forces and returning to community based policing. I support DOJ funding that 
will support such programs. Police misconduct should be reviewed objectively and 
independently through the judicial system. As Mayor, I endorsed I-940, the voter approved 
state-wide initiative requiring police de-escalation training and redefining intent in cases of 
use of deadly force.  

Women are more likely to be harmed by gun violence from intimate partners, and women 
of color disproportionately so. I led the effort to pass universal background checks for gun 
sales, which closed the gun show loophole in the City of Tacoma before the state of 
Washington passed it. In Congress, I will advocate for common sense gun safety laws that 
will help save lives by closing loopholes, keeps guns out of the hands of those with civil and 
criminal histories (including domestic abusers), and require background checks for all gun 
sales.   

17. Finally, any additional comments you would like to share with the Committee:   

I am a proven and effective leader with experience leading my community through a crisis. 
I am running for this seat on my record of results, my deep roots in the community, my 
broad base of support, and my vision of how I will serve the people.  

Because of my public service, community service experience, and profile, my base is a 
diverse cross-section of voters across Pierce County and the 10th District. I was raised in a 
working-class neighborhood in South Tacoma, have spent most of my life in Pierce County, 
and was mayor of its largest city for eight years. I understand the diverse needs and 
concerns of voters and have shown that I can connect with people of all ages and from all 
walks of life. I am Korean-American, and my candidacy has already resonated with the 
sizable Asian and Pacific Islander population in the district. I am also African-American, 
and have strong, established relationships and a track record of service with the Black 
community in the district. My father was in the military - he fought in WWII and in Korea 
- so I have the lived experience of the challenges facing military families and veterans.  

From my time as Mayor, I have built strong relationships with local government leaders, 
community leaders with diverse interests, the building trades and the regional business 
community. Finally, my story resonates with the immigrant population - my mother is a 
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first generation immigrant. I was born in Korea and I will share the story of this journey 
and experience. For all of these populations, I have a track record of accomplishment and 
improving lives - including job creation, gun safety, LGBTQ rights, supporting small 
business, improving housing, and investing in education. My base knows I am an effective 
leader who gets things done.  

My election will be historic - I will be the first African-American member of our delegation 
and the first Korean-American woman elected to Congress in its 230 year history. It will be 
my honor to serve as the next Congresswoman from Washington State. 
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