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2020 Pierce County Democrats Endorsement Questionnaire 

-Partisan Election- 
 
Candidate name: Phil Gardner 
 
Position sought: U.S. Representative from the 10th Congressional District 
 
Date submitted: 4/28/2020  
 
Candidate qualities and conduct:  The Pierce County Democratic Central Committee endorses 
and supports qualified Democrats seeking elected office. When deciding whether to recommend 
endorsement, the Endorsements Committee may consider the candidate’s dedication to 
Democratic Party values and principles, the viability of the campaign, and the candidate’s 
qualifications for office, among other things. Endorsed candidates are discouraged from 
supporting non-Democratic candidates or from supporting any candidate who doesn’t represent 
Democratic values. Endorsed candidates should distinguish themselves from any Democratic 
opponents in an objectively fair, informational, and non-confrontational fashion.  
 
By submitting this endorsement questionnaire, I publicly affirm: 

● I am a Democrat and will uphold Democratic Party values. 
● I will abide by the above principles of conduct. 

 
You may respond N/A (not applicable) if appropriate.  Expand or decrease space as needed. 
 

Questions 
 
1. Why are you running for this particular office? 
We’re at a crossroads where we decide who our government is fighting for, and what it’s going 
to use its power to do. Right now our government isn’t working for most people, and it’s 
definitely not working for young people. I’m convinced the only way that’s going to change is if 
young people with experience, know-how, and a record of service decide to step up and lead, 
with the goal of building a progressive society that works for all generations. 
 
As Congressman Denny Heck’s District Director, for years I’ve helped lead his team as we’ve 
delivered progressive results for the South Sound - even while serving under a Republican U.S. 
House majority. I’ve developed a deep understanding of the unique challenges communities in 
our district face when it comes to: 
 

● Fixing our broken healthcare system,  
● Modernizing our infrastructure, 
● Fighting for our veterans and military families,  
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● And, most urgently, getting serious about the climate emergency and saving Puget Sound 
 
I believe I’m the natural fit to continue Congressman Heck’s progressive work in Congress 
during a difficult time in our country’s history. I’d also be humbled to make a bit of history as 
the first member of the House born in the 1990’s, and as Washington State’s first openly 
LGBTQ member of Congress. We need the fresh perspective of a younger generation in 
Congress to change the conversation, break the logjam, and get things done again. I’m ready to 
roll up my sleeves, build on Congressman Heck’s progressive record, and continue getting things 
done. 
 
2. What are your qualifications (traditional or not) for seeking this elected office?  
I’m more familiar with the needs of Washington’s 10th Congressional District than anyone but 
Congressman Heck himself. Having spent nearly the last decade of my life working alongside 
Congressman Heck on his senior leadership team both here in the district and in Washington 
D.C., I’ve gained the relevant federal experience to navigate Congress’ labyrinth and deliver real 
results for the working and middle class families of the South Sound. I’ll bring with me the 
invaluable institutional knowledge of our retiring U.S. Representative, and I won’t have the usual 
learning curve of a first-term Member of Congress. 
 
Beyond my service with Congressman Heck, I am a product of Washington’s 10th Congressional 
District. I grew up here, I attended Puyallup Public Schools, and I graduated from high school in 
University Place. My family, my friends, and my neighbors in this congressional district instilled 
in me the importance of public service, and that’s why I’ve dedicated my life to serving others. 
It’s been a privilege as a congressional staff member to give back to the community that raised 
me. I’d be honored to continue serving our corner of the country in Congress. 
 
3. What are the 1 - 3 most important issues for your district or your elected body/office?  
Beyond continuing to respond to the public health and economic impacts of the COVID-19 
pandemic in the next Congress, my top priorities will be fixing our broken health care system, 
taking bold action on climate change, and fighting for our veterans and military families. 
 
4. Why should the Pierce County Democratic Party support you for this position, and how 
have you demonstrated Democratic values?  
I consider my time spent serving with Congressman Heck as time spent serving the Democratic 
Party and everything we stand for in public office. While managing and assisting Congressman 
Heck with his congressional campaigns, I also ensured our work helped Democrats up and down 
the ballot - including helping retake the U.S. House majority in 2018 through Congressman 
Heck’s leadership of the House Democrats’ Candidate Recruitment Committee.  
 
I believe my commitment to electing Democrats and supporting Democratic values is evidenced 
by the support I’ve earned from Pierce County elected Democrats like State Auditor Pat 
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McCarthy, Puyallup Mayor Julie Door, Tacoma Councilmember Kristina Walker, former 
Tacoma Councilmember Ryan Mello, Tacoma School Board Director Lisa Keating, former 
Pierce County Councilmember Rick Talbert, Fircrest City Councilmember Shannon Reynolds, 
and former Speaker of the House Wayne Ehlers. 
 
Together, while working with Congressman Heck in his official capacity, we stood up to 
countless attempts by congressional Republicans to repeal the Affordable Care Act, and we also 
expanded and protected our majorities in the state legislature. I’m a Democrat through and 
through, and I believe I am the best choice for a progressive Member of Congress from Pierce 
County. An endorsement from your membership would signal this organization’s belief in the 
importance of putting young people and members of the LGBTQ community into office. I would 
be honored to earn your support and serve you in Congress.  
 
5. When elected, how will you make yourself accessible, and how would you obtain 
constituent input on issues and decisions? 
I plan to serve in office as I’m running my campaign: with openness and accessibility. In 
addition to the in-person events I held before the pandemic, I have also held virtual events where 
I take questions from the public. These interactions shape the vision I’ve outlined on my website 
and address the urgent issues of our time. 
 
In addition to listening and responding to the opinions of constituents, I believe elected leaders 
have a responsibility to demystify what’s happening in government and how it impacts them. 
That’s why I have recorded numerous videos explaining the various relief bills Congress has 
passed and what individuals must do to claim their relief. This work is an extension of my 
service with Congressman Heck. As District Director, I met with and engaged with countless 
groups and individual constituents, hearing their concerns and ensuring they were getting the 
benefits they needed. I will always focus on that critical relationship between constituents and 
the leaders that serve them if given the opportunity to represent the 10th district in Congress.  
 
6. How have you previously provided and how would you increase access and influence for 
people and groups that may lack them?  
I don’t sell access to my time and I never will. This isn’t just a promise about future action, but 
it’s based on my record as well. As District Director, I’d make sure any constituent in the South 
Sound who requested the attention of our office would get a prompt response and a meeting, and 
I did my best to make sure Congressman Heck was hearing from people who didn’t have paid 
lobbyists working on their behalf back in Washington, D.C. I also did my best to go out and 
engage with constituents where they were gathering, such as the March For Our Lives and South 
Sound climate strikes. I’ll continue to use my time and available technology to create an open 
and accessible dialogue between marginalized constituents and myself.  
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7. Do you support unrestricted access to reproductive health care for all women, including 
the right to abortion? 
Yes. I believe that a right to an abortion is protected by the U.S. Constitution, but I also know 
conservative judges are actively working to end the right to choose. In anticipation of an 
unfavorable ruling by the Supreme Court, Congress must proactively pass a law guaranteeing the 
right to an abortion nationwide, removing this human rights question from control of right-wing 
judges in the future.  
 
8. What are the core functions of the elected office/body you seek; how can you improve 
them? 
The core functions of a Member of Congress is to advance the interests of the constituents and 
communities they serve by helping to pass federal legislation that improves people’s lives. The 
next Member of Congress from WA-10 is going to be a first-term member among 434 other 
colleagues. They will have limited structural power (only one vote, like every other Member of 
Congress), so they will need to prioritize and work strategically to make the most impact on the 
institution for the people they represent. Beyond continuing to respond to the public health and 
economic impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic in the next Congress, I will use the power I have 
to help fix our broken health care system, take bold action on climate change, and fight for our 
veterans and military families. I believe the physical presence of young people makes an 
enormous impact on public conversations, as evidenced by the climate strikes and March For 
Our Lives. I want to apply this same philosophy to Congress and force a change in the 
conversation. 
 
One major way Congress needs to improve is weeding out the corruption that has put a 
stranglehold on a progressive agenda for decades. The Trump administration didn’t drain the 
swamp - they flooded it. They took a broken system and made it far worse. I’ll be proud to 
support the comprehensive anti-corruption and pro-democracy reform package that passed out of 
the House in 2019, H.R. 1, the For the People Act. I would also support additional democracy 
reform legislation, like the anti-corruption proposals made by Senator Warren during her 
presidential campaign. I’ll forcefully support these ideas in the next Congress. 
 
9. Please list any key endorsements. 
State Auditor Pat McCarthy 
Puyallup Mayor Julie Door 
Olympia Mayor Pro Tem Jessica Bateman 
Tacoma Councilmember Kristina Walker 
Former Tacoma Councilmember Ryan Mello 
Tacoma School Board Director Lisa Keating 
Thurston County Treasurer Jeff Gadman 
Former Pierce County Councilmember Rick Talbert 
Fircrest City Councilmember Shannon Reynolds 
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Former Speaker of the House Wayne Ehlers  
 
 

IF ELECTED TO THIS POSITION (some questions may not be applicable):  
 
10. What would you do to ensure that your constituents each have a truly equal and fair 
opportunity to succeed based on merit and effort, rather than pre-existing status or 
classification? 
The work of rebuilding the middle class and ensuring the American Dream lives on is why I call 
myself a Democrat and why I’m called to public service. One of the major ways we can 
guarantee this is by ensuring every child has access to affordable, high quality education from 
pre-kindergarten to graduate school. That’s why I’ll support Senator Patty Murray’s Child Care 
for Working Families Act to guarantee affordable child care and high quality early education. 
It’s why I’ll fight for greater Title I funding to ensure low-income communities have as much, if 
not more, per pupil funding for primary and secondary education. It’s also why I’ll support the 
Debt Free College Act to ensure no college student never has to graduate with student debt and 
why I’ll support the Student Loan Debt Relief Act, which will eliminate up to $50,000 in student 
loan debt for 42 million Americans and help narrow the racial wealth gap. Education is but one 
piece of the puzzle, along with affordable housing and health care among other factors, that will 
actually make the American Dream a reality for working families, many of whom were left 
behind in previous times of alleged broad-based prosperity. To help pay for these investments, I 
will fight to repeal the Republican tax cuts for the wealthy and well-connected as well as 
implement a wealth tax on the richest fortunes in this country.  
 
11. What benefits and problems come from increasing population; how would you address 
them?  
Washington, in particular the Puget Sound region, has been one of the fastest growing areas in 
the country over the past decade. There have been benefits to that growth - including an 
additional seat in Congress (WA-10) - but growth has also caused many long-time residents and 
working families to be squeezed by the rising cost of living. Increasing population has 
contributed to higher housing costs and more people living without housing in our communities. 
I’d continue Congressman Heck’s work on our national housing shortage, specifically finding 
ways the federal government can incentivize local communities to adopt denser zoning 
regulations. Another impact of growth is the traffic congestion plaguing the Puget Sound. I 
helped Congressman Heck pass the COMMUTE Act, making federal funds available for 
infrastructure projects, such as interstate improvement and traffic reduction, outside of military 
bases like Joint Base Lewis-McChord. I also helped defend Sound Transit from attacks by the 
Trump administration and local Republicans who don’t believe in the mission of the transit 
agency. In Congress, I’ll use my first-hand experience and continue Congressman Heck’s work 
leveraging federal resources to address the urgent needs of the South Sound.  
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12. How would you support workers, including union workers, whether employed privately 
or by government? 
Workers built this country and they need a government that’s on their side, not the side of big 
corporations and the special interests. That’s why I’ll be proud to support the Protecting the 
Right to Organize (PRO) Act, which would put in place stronger and swifter remedies when 
employers interfere with workers’ rights, provide more freedom to organize without employer 
interference, override anti-worker “right-to-work” laws, and protect strikes and other protest 
activity. I also believe in a living wage, which is why I’ll support the Raise the Wage Act, which 
would raise the minimum wage to $15/hour across the country. We should also explore ideas like 
empowering workers to serve on corporate boards so decision-making is not solely dominated by 
shareholder interests, but by the people who generate the vast majority of wealth: the workers.  
 
13. What policies and actions would you take to protect and improve the natural 
environment? 
We need bold, effective solutions to the climate crisis. We’re playing catch up at this point, and 
it’s going to take the leadership of younger generations to tackle the global climate emergency. 
Other young leaders like Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez of New York have put 
forward plans like the Green New Deal, a resolution that matches the urgency of the moment 
with climate solutions as big as the problem we’re facing. 
 
The Green New Deal also provides a vision for how we can solve the climate crisis while 
rebuilding the middle class and investing in communities left behind by globalization. For these 
reasons, I will enthusiastically co-sponsor the resolution when it is re-introduced in the next 
Congress.  
 
The authors of the Green New Deal will also be the first to say the document is a series of 
principles that we should be working towards, but isn’t necessarily a specific piece of legislation 
meant to comprehensively make climate policy. Turning good ideas into good legislation is the 
next urgent step we need to take, and it’s where I put my focus while serving as a top staffer to 
retiring Congressman Denny Heck. 
 
While working with Congressman Denny Heck, I was proud he co-sponsored Rep. Ted Deutch’s 
H.R. 763, the Energy Innovation and Carbon Dividend Act, which is aimed at drastically 
reducing American carbon emissions. If sent to Congress to replace him, I would proudly 
co-sponsor this legislation too. This bill would: create a corporate carbon fee, generate a carbon 
cividend for families, establish a carbon equalization tariff, and preserve EPA authority.  
 
In these strange and trying times, I’ve had some time to think about how climate activists and the 
elected leaders that share their vision for the world can capture the attention and urgency of the 
world. The COVID-19 pandemic is a tragedy and a global crisis of life and death. We’re still in 
the thick of this crisis, and have much to do to address the public health emergency and the 
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economic impact it is having, but I believe this pandemic can serve as a teachable moment for 
the climate crisis. 
 
Human beings, when the moment calls upon us, can - and do - cooperate to address problems of 
unimaginable scale. If it weren’t for the efforts of the World Health Organization, this pandemic 
would undoubtedly be far worse. 
 
With American leadership (which is completely lacking at this point), and a Congress governing 
with a clear vision of the green economy we must build together (which is better, but still not 
where it needs to be), I know we can tackle a problem as big as climate change. Rejoining and 
updating the Paris Climate Agreement with the latest science is a good place for us to begin. 
 
Let us not forgo the opportunity to learn a lesson from this tragic time about the power of 
urgency to solve big problems. As a public servant not yet in his 30s, I have hope in my heart 
that we can rise to the occasion. And with your help and support, I would be humbled to 
represent the people of the South Sound in Washington, D.C., and go to work to address the 
climate crisis with the same vigor that our country is approaching the health crisis we’re living 
through. We do not have time to waste in addressing the climate emergency. The time is now to 
take back our future. 
 
We also need to save our endangered Puget Sound orca and Chinook salmon. For decades, 
Washington’s federal delegation has fought and won major environmental victories in Congress. 
As a senior staffer for Congressman Denny Heck in Washington, D.C., I was instrumental in 
helping him co-found the Puget Sound Recovery Caucus in 2013. The increased visibility our 
office brought to the needs of the Puget Sound helped us secure over $25 million in annual 
federal funding for recovery projects, including habitat restoration for our native salmon runs and 
stormwater runoff mitigation. 
 
As District Director back here in the South Sound for the past three years, I’ve worked alongside 
Congressman Heck to continue progress on the Puget Sound recovery in spite of the Trump 
Administration’s hostile posture to our environment. My work has been focused on reversing the 
decline in our endangered Southern Resident Killer Whale population as soon as possible. 
 
Having grown up and lived in Washington’s 10th Congressional District almost my entire life, I 
feel a deep connection to the land and water of the South Puget Sound. I’m committed to 
protecting and conserving the wildlands and wildlife of the Pacific Northwest, and I’ll continue 
demonstrating that commitment by fighting hard for environmental progress in Congress. 
Washingtonians are blessed with a beautiful natural environment that must be protected for 
future generations by those alive today. I’ll use my experience and know-how to do my part in 
Congress, and I know the generations coming after my own will do the same.  
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14. What would you do to increase housing access and decrease income inequality? 
I moved to the South Sound as a young child in the early 1990s. At the time, most families in our 
region could find safe, secure, and affordable housing without going through a dramatic and 
nerve-racking ordeal. 
 
But over the last 25 years, the cost of housing in the Puget Sound region keeps going up. Rents 
have skyrocketed, and home-buying can feel like an impossible dream even if you have a stable 
job with a decent income. In addition, a humanitarian crisis is taking place on our streets, with 
thousands of Washingtonians experiencing homelessness every day and thousands more on the 
brink of it every month. 
 
It didn’t have to be this way. Rather than promoting competition and supporting development, 
state and local governments have imposed overly-restrictive rules that raise the cost of buying or 
renting a home. 
 
Meanwhile, the federal government has continued to decrease its investments in producing 
housing for lower-income and middle-class families, which creates shortages that drive up costs 
for everyone, produces deteriorating and unsafe housing in many urban and rural communities, 
and hampers economic growth. 
 
Homeownership is the primary way that American families build wealth – but for decades, 
discriminatory federal policy has excluded millions of families from the American Dream. 
Before the Great Recession, weak regulators sat on their hands as the subprime crisis wiped out 
the wealth of millions of families. In addition, decades of government-backed housing 
discrimination blocked Black families from buying homes and drained wealth out of minority 
communities. 
 
During my time serving as the top staffer in Washington’s 10th Congressional District Office, 
retiring Congressman Denny Heck chaired a Housing Task Force to identify federal solutions to 
our nation’s housing shortage. Working alongside Congressman Heck and my colleagues in 
Washington, D.C., we published a comprehensive policy report identifying the shortfalls in our 
country’s housing supply. 
 
In Congress, I’ll build on the Housing Task Force’s work and support bold legislation aimed at 
bringing relief and social justice to the South Sound’s housing market. 
 
To help bring down costs for renters and buyers and level the playing field so working families 
everywhere can find a decent place to live at a decent price, I will also support Rep. Cedric 
Richmond’s bill, the American Housing and Economic Mobility Act, which would:  
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● Control the cost of renting or buying a home by leveraging federal funding to build up to 
3.2 million new housing units for lower-income and middle-class families – bringing 
down rents by 10% and creating 1.5 million new jobs. This bill will help address the 
shortage of millions of affordable homes nationwide by: 
 

○ Investing $445 billion in the Housing Trust Fund to build, rehabilitate, and 
operate up to 2.1 million homes for low-income families, including in rural areas 
and in Indian Country where housing quality is especially poor. 

○ Investing $25 billion in the Capital Magnet Fund, which will be leveraged 10:1 
with private capital, to build more than 835,000 new homes and develop vibrant 
communities for lower-income and middle-class families. 

○ Investing $4 billion in a new Middle-Class Housing Emergency Fund, which 
supports construction of homes for middle-class buyers and renters where there’s 
a supply shortage and housing costs are rising faster than incomes. 

○ Investing $523 million in rural housing programs to create 380,000 rentals and 
help 17,000 families buy homes.  

○ Investing $2 billion in the Indian Housing Block Grant to build or rehabilitate 
200,000 homes on tribal land. 
 

● Reduce the cost of housing across America by creating incentives for local governments 
to eliminate unnecessary land use restrictions that drive up costs. Local land use rules can 
significantly increase construction costs, making it unattractive to build housing for 
anyone but the richest Americans. The bill puts $10 billion into a new competitive grant 
program that communities can use to build infrastructure, parks, roads, or schools. To be 
eligible, local governments must reform land use rules that restrict construction of new 
affordable housing. 
 

● Provide assistance to people hurt by federal housing policy failures through two targeted 
new programs. 
 

○ Down payment assistance to communities historically denied mortgages by the 
government. The federal government denied Black borrowers mortgage subsidies 
as late as the 1960s, stripping them of opportunities to build wealth. To help close 
the resulting wealth gap between white and Black families, the bill provides down 
payment grants to first-time homebuyers living in formerly redlined or officially 
segregated areas. 

○ Support for families whose housing wealth was destroyed by the financial crisis. 
The bill invests $2 billion to support borrowers with negative equity on their 
mortgages, predominantly in suburban and rural communities. 
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● Hold financial institutions accountable for providing access to credit for all Americans. 
Obligations under the Community Reinvestment Act (CRA) to provide credit to 
lower-income and middle-class communities are too weak. The bill extends the law to 
cover more financial institutions, promotes investment in activities that help poor and 
middle-class communities, and strengthens sanctions against institutions that fail to 
follow the rules. 
 

● Promotes mobility by strengthening anti-discrimination laws and improving the housing 
voucher program. The bill prohibits housing discrimination on the basis of sexual 
orientation, gender identity, marital status, and source of income. The bill also makes it 
easier to use housing vouchers in neighborhoods with good schools and good jobs and 
allows tribal housing authorities to administer their own vouchers programs. 

 
To solve our nation’s housing crisis, we’re going to need problem solvers in Washington who 
understand the complexities of the issue, the historical context driving contemporary trends, and 
the role states and localities play in being part of the solution. I look forward to getting to work 
and delivering needed results to the South Sound. 
 
15. Identify any budget challenges for your elected office/body; how would you deal with 
them? 
Republicans seem to complain about deficits and the national debt only when Democrats are in 
power or when Congress actually invests in working families. They seem not to care much about 
deficits and debt when they cut taxes for the wealthy and large corporations. During this public 
health and economic crisis, the federal government must own up to its unique responsibility: to 
provide the needed investments and resources to ensure workers, families, small businesses, and 
even state and local governments make it through this afloat. Once we get through this, I will 
fight like heck to ensure it is the wealthy and large corporations that help solve our longer term 
debt issues. The solution is not to cut programs like Medicare and Social Security. We’ve been 
through this playbook time and time again. I will not let Republicans try to balance the budget on 
the backs of working people and seniors.  
 
16. How will you approach safety, police, and court system issues – and what are they? 
I was glad Congressman Heck supported the First Steps Act, which adopted initial reforms to 
help address the problem of mass incarceration in this country. The law has a fitting name as it 
must be the beginning of reforming the system and not the last. I look forward to working with 
allies in Congress to make further reforms to roll back some of the unnecessarily harsh criminal 
justice laws, including the 1994 crime bill. We also need a new Attorney General to refocus the 
Department of Justice back onto police reform initiatives begun under the Obama administration. 
We also need to end the use of private prisons and detention facilities. 
 
17. Finally, any additional comments you would like to share with the Committee: 
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I’ve been attending Pierce County Democrats meetings since I was in high school and have 
proudly served as a Democratic PCO for the Pierce County Democrats and the 27th Legislative 
District Democrats. During good years and bad years, I’ve been there to help our party do the 
work that is necessary to win elections and acquire power to advance our progressive agenda. I 
would do the same in Congress. I’m a Democrat through and through, and I believe I am the best 
choice for a progressive Member of Congress from Pierce County in this race. An endorsement 
from the Pierce County Democrats would signal this organization’s belief in the importance of 
putting young people and members of the LGBTQ community into office. I would be honored to 
earn your support and serve you in Congress. 
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