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Completed forms are not confidential and will be published on-line 
 

2020 Pierce County Democrats Endorsement Questionnaire 
-Partisan Election- 

 
Candidate name: Dr. Kim Schrier 
 
Position sought: Representative for Washington’s 8th Congressional District 
 
Date submitted: 3/27/2020  
 
Candidate qualities and conduct:  The Pierce County Democratic Central Committee endorses 
and supports qualified Democrats seeking elected office. When deciding whether to recommend 
endorsement, the Endorsements Committee may consider the candidate’s dedication to 
Democratic Party values and principles, the viability of the campaign, and the candidate’s 
qualifications for office, among other things. Endorsed candidates are discouraged from 
supporting non-Democratic candidates or from supporting any candidate who doesn’t represent 
Democratic values. Endorsed candidates should distinguish themselves from any Democratic 
opponents in an objectively fair, informational, and non-confrontational fashion.  
 
By submitting this endorsement questionnaire, I publicly affirm: 

● I am a Democrat and will uphold Democratic Party values. 
● I will abide by the above principles of conduct. 

 
You may respond N/A (not applicable) if appropriate.  Expand or decrease space as needed. 
 

Questions 
 
1. Why are you running for this particular office? 
 
It is my honor to represent Washington’s 8th Congressional District in Congress, and I would be so 
grateful to serve another term as your Representative. I am a pediatrician, a wife, and a mom, and I’ve 
lived in the 8th district for over 17 years. Before the 2018 election I never thought I would run for public 
office, but after the 2016 election, I knew I had to stand up to fight back against the backwards policies 
of the Trump administration. At first I marched, protested, and called my congressman daily, and when 
President Trump tried to roll back healthcare, I met with Dave Reichert’s staff and told them how this 
would be bad for my patients, bad for our district, and bad for the country. Two days later, Reichert 
voted for it in committee anyways, and that was the last straw for me. I decided that if Reichert wasn’t 
going to stand up and do what was best for the district, I would run for his seat.  
Today I serve as the only female doctor in Congress, and the first pediatrician ever elected to Congress. 
As our country makes critical decisions around healthcare and prescription drugs, it is important to have 
a doctor in the House to stand up for our children and families.  
 
2. What are your qualifications (traditional or not) for seeking this elected office?   
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I represent Washington’s 8th Congressional District in Congress. I am a member of the Education and 
Labor Committee, where I sit on the Subcommittees on Civil Rights and Human Services and Early 
Childhood, Elementary and Secondary Education. I am also a member of the Committee on Agriculture, 
where I sit on the Subcommittees on Nutrition and Biotechnology, Horticulture and Research. I am a 
member of the New Democrat Coalition, where I Co-Chair the New Dems Health Care Task Force and am 
a member of the Climate Change Task Force. I am also a member of the Diabetes Caucus, the LGBT 
Equality Caucus, and the Sustainable Energy & Environment Coalition (SEEC). Most recently I founded 
the Congressional Plastics Solutions Task Force with Rep. Haley Stevens. 
 
Prior to serving as a Representative, I practiced general pediatrics at Virginia Mason in Issaquah for 17 
years. I have taken care of thousands of children and families in this area and have a deep 
understanding of the lives and concerns of Washingtonians in the 8th district. Theirs are the voices I have 
brought with me to Congress.   
 
I am a product of public education, from elementary school through medical school. I studied 
astrophysics at the University of California, Berkeley as an undergraduate, and attended medical school 
at the University of California, Davis. I am the daughter of a teacher and a fierce advocate for public 
education. 
 
3. What are the 1 - 3 most important issues for your district or your elected body/office?   
 
As a pediatrician and as a patient with Type 1 diabetes, my concerns begin with healthcare. Medical 
costs are out of control, and 30 prescription drugs have more than doubled in price over the past five 
years – my bottle of insulin included. I am dedicated to pursuing affordable and accessible medical care 
for every person in this country. As Co-chair of the New Democrats Healthcare Task Force I have brought 
perspective and the insight needed to fix our healthcare system, most recently in passing HR 3, the 
Lower Drug Costs Now Act.  
 
Another top issue is climate change and environmental deterioration. I consider this to be the largest 
moral issue of our time. I am running to fight for the health and wellbeing of my patients. But you can’t 
have health and wellbeing without clean air to breathe and clean water to drink. We need more people 
of science in Congress, who understand the environment and our responsibility to protect it. This begins 
with redirecting fossil fuel subsidies to clean energy and enacting a carbon tax. 
 
4. Why should the Pierce County Democratic Party support you for this position, and how 
have you demonstrated Democratic values?   
 
I believe I have served the 8th Congressional District well, and would be honored to earn your 
endorsement, and for you to help me in my reelection so I can continue to serve our community in 
Congress. I have been hard at work on all the issues we discussed in my 2018 campaign, from healthcare 
affordability, climate change, gun violence, women’s reproductive rights, and growing an economy that 
works for all Americans. I have also proudly stood up against President Trump and his administration’s 
policies, which are a direct threat to our Democratic principles, as well as a direct threat to the health 
and wellbeing of my patients and their families whom I served for so many years as a pediatrician.  
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5. When elected, how will you make yourself accessible, and how would you obtain 
constituent input on issues and decisions?   
 
One of the cornerstones of my campaign and office has been my dedication to maintaining clear 
communication and friendly relations with the district. I’ve held over 30 town halls since I was elected, 
and at the end of my first year I was ranked 15th out of all members of Congress by the Town Hall 
Project, which tracks the number of town halls each member hosts. In my first year I traveled more than 
7,000 miles-- more distance than it would take to drive across the country and back again-- to meet with 
constituents across the district. If reelected I will continue to be accessible and listen to all 
Washingtonians across the 8th District. 
 
6. How have you previously provided and how would you increase access and influence for 
people and groups that may lack them?   
 
First, it’s important to note that I have never accepted a dime of corporate PAC money, and I have an A+ 
legislative scorecard from End Citizens United, the nation’s preeminent campaign finance reform group. 
I took this stand early on in my first campaign because I have never wanted my constituents to have to 
second guess which interests I’m listening to when I’m casting a vote. I am always focused on what is 
right, and what is best for the 8th district.  
 
I have heard time and time again that there are communities and parts of our district who haven’t had 
their representative show up and listen in the past. That’s why I’ve made an effort to travel to every 
corner of this vast district to meet with hay farmers, ironworkers, teachers, orchardists, doctors, and 
small business owners to show that I am committed to representing each and every one of them. 
 
As a pediatrician, I’ve noticed that one key demographic often looked over in the other Washington is 
the next generation, our kids. I spent nearly two decades listening to kids and their families as a 
practicing pediatrician, and have spent the past 11 years raising my own son. This perspective serves as 
a guiding compass, reminding me to think of the future we are leaving for our children and 
grandchildren when we legislate on the environment, the gun violence epidemic, and safeguarding our 
social safety net. 
 
7. Do you support unrestricted access to reproductive health care for all women, including 
the right to abortion? 
 
Absolutely. I have been a fierce advocate for women’s reproductive rights, long before I was elected to 
Congress. I have worked closely with Planned Parenthood to respond to Republican attacks on a 
woman’s right to choose. As the only female doctor in Congress, I am in a unique position to be able to 
fight back against their attacks from a scientific perspective, and I have proudly done so in a number of 
committee hearings, events, and interviews.  
 
8. What are the core functions of the elected office/body you seek; how can you improve 
them? 
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The core function of my role is to represent the constituents of the 8th Congressional District in 
Congress. The best way to do this is by listening and learning all across our diverse district. That’s why 
I’ve held more than 30 town halls all across the district since I was elected. Dave Reichert didn’t listen to 
my concerns as a doctor when he was my representative, which is why I ran in the first place, to be a 
voice for our community.  
 
9. Please list any key endorsements.   

Progressive Organizations & Labor Unions 
EMILY’s List 
Congressional Hispanic Caucus BOLD PAC 
Council for a Livable World 
League of Conservation Voters  
End Citizens United 
JStreet 
International Union of Painters and Allied Trades (IUPAT) 
NARAL Pro-Choice America 
Planned Parenthood Action Fund 
Brady Campaign  
Giffords PAC  
National Women’s Political Caucus 
 
State & Local Organizations 
47th Legislative District Democrats  

 
Elected Officials 
Sen. Patty Murray 
Rep. Suzan DelBene (WA-01) 
Rep. Adam Smith (WA-09) 
Rep. Derek Kilmer (WA-06) 
Rep. Pramila Jayapal (WA-07) 
Rep. Rick Larsen (WA-02) 
Rep. Denny Heck (WA-10) 

 
IF ELECTED TO THIS POSITION (some questions may not be applicable):  
 
10. What would you do to ensure that your constituents each have a truly equal and fair 
opportunity to succeed based on merit and effort, rather than pre-existing status or 
classification? 
 
One of my primary motivations for running in 2018 was to put a check on the Trump administration and 
its hateful, backwards policies. The Trump administration’s attacks on gender equality and racial 
equality inspired me to run for office because I knew I couldn’t stand by and let our country abandon so 
much of the progress we’ve made over the past 50 years.  
 
As a woman, I was tired of watching panels and rooms of men making decisions about women’s health. I 
was tired of having to explain to my nine year old son how this bully who grabs women’s bodies was 
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able to become our president. I was tired of watching the way Donald Trump and his staff talked about 
women and how they tolerated sexual harassment and domestic abuse. I knew that I needed to do 
everything I could to fight back against this awful behavior, and at that point it meant running for office. 
I will always be a strong voice for equality and social justice.  
 
There are some immediate policy steps we can take to make our country more equal. First, we need to 
raise the federal minimum wage to $15 an hour. I want to emphasize that $15 should be the minimum. 
Areas with high costs of living, like Seattle, should raise the minimum wage even higher. I believe that a 
rising tide lifts all ships, and we’re coming off of 30 years of stagnant wages. It’s time to raise the 
minimum wage so that a parent doesn’t have to work two full time jobs just to support their families. 
We should also require that employers offer paid sick leave and paid maternity/paternity leave.  
 
Like too many other districts across the state and country, we still encounter systemic racism here every 
day. I am a strong supporter of movements like Black Lives Matter, and I am grateful for the work they 
have done all across the country. It is crucial we combat systemic racism, particularly in the criminal 
justice system. 
 
11. What benefits and problems come from increasing population; how would you address 
them?   
 
The 8th covers a diverse stretch of Washington state, and in many areas we are seeing immense 
population growth. This leads to opportunities but also barriers to economic growth. With that 
population growth comes a need for infrastructure improvements, affordable housing, larger schools, 
more space for business, wider roads, the list goes on. I support the creation of a universal jobs 
program. We can invest in our people and invest in our communities and infrastructure at the same 
time.  
 
And as a doctor I would be remiss to not mention the importance of family planning in relation to 
population growth. I am fully supportive of free, widely available Long-Acting Reversible Contraception 
(LARC).  
 
12. How would you support workers, including union workers, whether employed privately 
or by the government? 
 
I am a firm believer in the importance of unionization and collective bargaining, and believe that 
employees should be able to organize. I support modernizing labor laws so that workers can continue to 
organize and bargain collectively. I will defend workers’ rights in all industries, and I will support 
proposals to enact card check legislation like the Employee Free Choice Act. I have worked closely with 
unions during my term and anticipate the same kind of support I received from local unions in 2018.  
 
13. What policies and actions would you take to protect and improve the natural 
environment? 
 
Stretching over the Cascade Mountains, the 8th District is unique in that it unifies two distinct climates 
and ecosystems. On the western side of the district, a constant concern is the safety of the Puget Sound 
ecosystem. I proudly co-sponsored the Puget SOS Act, which Reps. Heck and Kilmer worked so hard on, 
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and which passed the House this year. This bill authorized $50 million in recovery funding for Puget 
Sound over 5 years, and will coordinate federal, state, and tribal efforts to restore and protect Puget 
Sound.  
 
I will do all I can to protect our region and others from projects that bring short-term economic benefits 
at the price of harmful long-term environmental degradation. I will support the recent surge of farmers 
utilizing solar panels in Central Washington, and in general, I believe the future of clean energy in our 
country holds promising opportunities for our construction industry, and I am in support of groups like 
the Alliance for Jobs and Clean Energy. 
 
As a pediatrician and person of science who understands the negative impacts of polluted water and air 
on the health of our children, I will fight any effort to reduce or eliminate clean air and clean water 
protections. I commit to applying evidence-based principles and methods to my evaluation of 
environment policy and regulation and insist that our government agencies do the same. I will defend 
our wild lands, I will champion climate change action, I will advocate for innovative approaches of local 
organizations like the Alliance for Jobs and Clean Energy and Carbon Washington to transition our 
country to 100% clean energy within my lifetime, while creating a booming clean energy economy here 
in Washington State. I will refocus subsidies away from oil and gas companies, and I will focus resources 
on people most dramatically affected by climate change including lower income communities, farming 
communities, and communities of color. 
 
14. What would you do to increase housing access and decrease income inequality? 
 
Income inequality is at the root of so many other issues in our country, including lack of affordable 
housing and public safety issues. We’ve watched the gap between the top 10% and the rest of us grow 
to the point of a national crisis. We need to address our growing income inequality right now. Unions 
are the backbone of our middle class, and that’s why I am committed to strengthening unions, 
protecting collective bargaining rights, and making it easier for workers to unionize. In Congress, I will 
continue to fight for a $15 minimum wage and will support unions, including supporting Davis Bacon, 
requiring that federal infrastructure projects hire local workers, and fighting against right-to-work 
legislation.  
 
15. Identify any budget challenges for your elected office/body; how would you deal with 
them? 
 
I believe the way our government spends money says a lot about our values as a nation. We will 
continue to feel the repercussions of Trump’s $1.5 trillion dollar tax giveaway to the wealthiest and 
corporations while our national debt has skyrocketed and our infrastructure is crumbling. My approach 
to fiscal and budget issues is to ensure that everyone pays their fair share of taxes, meaning a 
progressive system that gives any tax cuts to the middle class. We need to make critical investments in 
infrastructure, education, the environment, a clean energy economy, and earned benefits like Social 
Security, Medicare, and Medicaid. It’s also worth noting that I support “scrapping the cap” on Social 
Security payroll taxes to fund, strengthen, and expand Social Security.  
 
16. How will you approach safety, police, and court system issues – and what are they? 
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Finding data-driven solutions to complex issues like safety, law, and justice are critical to solving these 
issues. For example, we’ve seen through empirical evidence that the legalization of marijuana has had 
benefits from an economic, budgetary, and criminal justice standpoint. I will also rely on the constitution 
as a guiding principle, especially the 14th Amendment which provides equal protection under the law. 
 
17. Finally, any additional comments you would like to share with the Committee:   


