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2020 Pierce County Democrats Endorsement Questionnaire 
-Non-Partisan Election- 

Candidate name: Cyndie Fajardo    

Position sought:  Pierce County Sheriff_____________ 

Date submitted: ________5-28-2020_____________________________   

Candidate qualities and conduct:  The Pierce County Democratic Central Committee endorses 
and supports qualified candidates seeking elected “non-partisan” office. When deciding whether 
to recommend endorsement, the Endorsements Committee may consider the candidate’s 
dedication to values and principles that match those of the Democratic Party, the viability of the 
campaign, and the candidate’s qualifications for office, among other things. Endorsed candidates 
are discouraged from supporting any candidate who doesn’t represent Democratic values. 
Endorsed candidates should distinguish themselves from their opponents in an objectively fair, 
informational, and non-confrontational fashion.  

By submitting this endorsement questionnaire, I publicly affirm: 
• I will abide by the above principles of conduct. 

You may respond N/A (not applicable) if appropriate.  Expand or decrease space as needed. 

Questions 

1. Why are you running for this office? 
My 32 years of service has been dedicated to Pierce County. I have precisely the type of 
law enforcement experience and the new vision that we need to replace longtime Sheriff 
Paul Pastor who has served the Sheriff’s Department with integrity and distinction. 

I bring an unequaled level of experience to this campaign. My leadership responsibilities 
and supervisory commands in patrol, narcotics, search and rescue, community programs 
and in the precincts, prove that I have worked hard to earn an excellent reputation and the 
respect of fellow officers for my unwavering commitment to public safety in Pierce County.  

2. What are your qualifications (traditional or not) for seeking this elected office?   
I have served in multiple leadership and supervisory capacities; Commanding Officer 
Parkland-Spanaway Precinct; Interim Director of Public Safety-Town of Steilacoom; Task 
Force Leader-Washington Urban Search & Rescue; FEMA Incident Support Team; 
Washington State Search and Rescue Coordinators Association, Officer. 
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3. What are the 1 - 3 most important issues facing your district or your elected body/office?   
1. Community safety and effective programs to maintain that goal. 
2. Recruiting qualified candidates in both law enforcement and the corrections 

divisions.   
3. Community trust and transparency. 

  

4. Why should the Pierce County Democratic Party support you for this position, and how have 
you demonstrated values that match ours?   
My dedication to the Pierce County community has been unwavering. This is demonstrated in 
my community service on the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board and participation in Athletic 
Youth Programs, YMCA- Youth and Risk and the Pierce County Deputy Sheriff’s Association 
-Families in Need. 

5. When elected, how will you make yourself accessible, and how would you obtain constituent 
input on issues and decisions?   
While the Director of Public Safety at Steilacoom and as the Precinct Commander for Parkland-
Spanaway, I sought out community input and involvement. Events were organized to encourage 
the community to voice their expectation of their law enforcement agency and methods to 
develop our partnership, 

6. How have you previously provided and how would you increase access and influence for 
people and groups that may lack them?   
My interactions in the community allows me to recognize who is either not represented or un-
represented. Using available resources and technology, I will bring the Sheriff’s Department to 
the top in delivering services to the full demographic of the community I serve. 

7. Do you support unrestricted access to reproductive health care for all women, including the 
right to abortion? 
 N/A  

8. What are the core functions of the elected office/body you seek; how can you improve them? 
Law Enforcement is the core function of the Sheriff’s Department. My plan would include: 

a) Re-define the impact law enforcement has on the growth in Pierce County by working with 
Pierce County Economic Development, planning and other agencies. The result would be a 
more comprehensive plan for marketing Pierce County as the most livable community in the 
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tri-county area. 
b) Create a strong image for law enforcement to improve recruitment. This would require being 
more active in Olympia on law and justice issues and benefits provided to my staff. 
c) Increase the overall visibility of the department, highlighting the good deeds and actions of 
staff both on and off duty.  

9. Please list any key endorsements.  I am in the process of seeking endorsements from several 
organizations. 

IF ELECTED TO THIS POSITION (some questions may not be applicable):  

10. What would you do to ensure that your constituents each have a truly equal and fair 
opportunity to succeed based on merit and effort, rather than pre-existing status or classification? 
The core values of the Pierce County Sheriff’s Department of Responsibility, Respect, Courage, 
Compassion and Integrity emulate this objective. 

11. What benefits and problems come from increasing population; how would you address them?   
The increasing population has a significant impact on the infrastructure and the ability to deliver 
services. The impacts would need to be analyzed to determine if adjustments should or can be 
made to meet with demands. 

12. How would you support workers, including union workers, whether employed privately or by 
government? 

As a union president for 9 years and a longtime union member, I have supported and represented 
union workers in ensuring that their rights and interests were secure. As an elected official I am 
confident that my leadership will reflect what is best for the citizens of Pierce County and what I 
need to keep my department strong. I believe we share the same goal, serving the communities of 
Pierce County to the best of our ability. 

13. What policies and actions would you take to protect and improve the natural environment? 
N/A 
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14. What would you do to increase housing access and decrease income inequality? - N/A 

15. Identify any budget challenges for your elected office/body; how would you deal with them? 
Law Enforcement is an essential function and must continue regardless of budget challenges. 
Demonstrating that my office has been a responsible steward of these public funds, I would work 
closely with the County Council to identify any additional needs.  

16. How will you approach safety, police, and court system issues – and what are they? 
My 32 years of law enforcement have made me intimately familiar with law and justice issues. I 
will continually evaluate the needs and develop solutions to achieve a safe environment. 

17. Finally, any additional comments you would like to share with the Committee:  
As a successful  law enforcement leader, I have the direct, hands-on experience and the forward 
thinking, practical vision that is needed to bring the Sheriff’s Department into the new world of 
policing to ensure the safety of all the citizens of Pierce County. 
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