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2020 Pierce County Democrats Endorsement Questionnaire 
-Partisan Election- 

Candidate name: Mike Kreidler________________________  

Position sought: Insurance Commissioner________________ 

Date submitted: 15 April 2020_________________________  

Candidate qualities and conduct:  The Pierce County Democratic Central Committee endorses 
and supports qualified Democrats seeking elected office. When deciding whether to recommend 
endorsement, the Endorsements Committee may consider the candidate’s dedication to 
Democratic Party values and principles, the viability of the campaign, and the candidate’s 
qualifications for office, among other things. Endorsed candidates are discouraged from 
supporting non-Democratic candidates or from supporting any candidate who doesn’t represent 
Democratic values. Endorsed candidates should distinguish themselves from any Democratic 
opponents in an objectively fair, informational, and non-confrontational fashion.  

By submitting this endorsement questionnaire, I publicly affirm: 
• I am a Democrat and will uphold Democratic Party values. 
• I will abide by the above principles of conduct. 

You may respond N/A (not applicable) if appropriate.  Expand or decrease space as needed. 

Questions 

1. Why are you running for this particular office?   
To protect and fight for the rights of insurance consumers in our state. Quality, affordable 
health insurance is a particular priority of mine. The current pandemic exemplifies the need 
for an experienced hand to guide us through turbulent times ahead in matters of insurance.  

2. What are your qualifications (traditional or not) for seeking this elected office? 
I’ve served many years in elected positions that oversaw insurance issues.  My formal 
education background compliments my qualifications. Currently, I have almost 20 years 
experience as insurance commissioner. I also served in Congress and before that 16 years in 
the state Legislature. Health care has always been a priority in my elected positions.   

3. What are the 1 - 3 most important issues for your district or your elected body/office?   
1st – Making health insurance work and become accessible to more individuals.    
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2nd – Making insurance companies take action to protect us from the potential ravages of 
climate change. They can be agents for change – if prodded. I am working to spur them to 
action.  
3rd – Make sure consumers get what they want, need and can afford. This applies to all lines 
of insurance.  

4. Why should the Pierce County Democratic Party support you for this position, and how 
have you demonstrated Democratic values?   

Throughout my 38 years of partisan elected political life, I’ve fought for Democratic 
principles and values. I have never shied away from taking on powerful political interests. 
Look at my track record of advocating for consumers, especially in health care. I was an 
early and vocal advocate for passage of the Affordable Care Act and have done everything in 
my power to ensure its success. I’ve also taken on the Trump administration’s attempts to gut 
the law. My work to protect the law will prove beneficial in the coming months.  

5. When elected, how will you make yourself accessible, and how would you obtain 
constituent input on issues and decisions?   
I appreciate and, schedule permitting, frequently accept Democratic organizations 
invitations to address insurance commissioner issues. My office is recognized as one of 
the most consumer-friendly and accessible in the nation. Anyone can file a complaint 
with my office at any time day or night. We have an excellent tracking system in place 
and we provide timely updates to consumers with all types of insurance issues.  

6. How have you previously provided and how would you increase access and influence for 
people and groups that may lack them?      

During legislative sessions I meet weekly with consumer advocates.  My website provides 
valuable information and a means for filing insurance complaints, as noted above. My office 
also has regular meetings with industry representatives to keep them apprised of actions my 
offices is taking and to seek their input on current insurance issues that may affect them. 
Transparency is a guiding principle for every program in my office.  

Most important, though, is the access that consumers have to my office. I am constantly 
encouraging them to contact my office with any complaints. This gives us the opportunity to 
recognize trends that require immediate attention.  

   

7. Do you support unrestricted access to reproductive health care for all women, including 
the right to abortion?    
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I am pro-choice!  I’ve challenged the current national administration and am currently being 
sued by far-right conservatives because of my pro-choice position. I have a proven track 
record of defending and advocating for women’s rights, especially in the arena of 
reproductive rights. A woman should make the decision on what’s best for her and her loved 
ones, not an ill-considered and destructive ideology based on fear and fiction.    

8. What are the core functions of the elected office/body you seek; how can you improve them? 
Consumer protection is number one.  Ensuring the lawful licensing and oversight of insurance 
companies and agents and brokers is number two.  Collect the state premium tax is a close 
second since the over $1 billion collected every two years is second only to the business-and=-
occupation tax as the main source of general fund tax revenue in the state.  Reviewing and 
approving rate filings – the proposals insurers make for insurance premiums is next.  The regular 
audits of insurance companies follows – we make sure they have the financial means to honor 
the promises they make to policyholders.   

8. Please list any key endorsements.     
Every election that I’ve been on the ballot as a Democrat, a dozen times, has been with the 
endorsement of Democrats, labor, teachers, trial lawyers and environmental organizations.  It’s a 
bit too early to have them this cycle. 

IF ELECTED TO THIS POSITION (some questions may not be applicable):  

10. What would you do to ensure that your constituents each have a truly equal and fair 
opportunity to succeed based on merit and effort, rather than pre-existing status or classification? 
One issue is that I will continue to oppose is the use of credit scores for insurance coverage. This 
is an arbitrary and unfair method of determining rates that unfairly harms people of color and the 
poor. 

11. What benefits and problems come from increasing population; how would you address them?   
N/A. 

12. How would you support workers, including union workers, whether employed privately or by 
government?    

I’ll continue to make sure employer insurance benefits deliver on their promises.  Keep personal 
insurance affordable and available.  As an employer, I will continue support my employees’ 
rights and earned benefits. Many of my employees are members of state unions, which I have 
always supported. 
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13. What policies and actions would you take to protect and improve the natural environment?    
I will continue to be active in my role at the state, national and international levels to battle 
climate change. I lead the National Association of Insurance Commissioners in this effort and 
have done so for almost 20 years.  

14. What would you do to increase housing access and decrease income inequality?   
By making sure that home or rental insure is available at a reasonable price. 

15. Identify any budget challenges for your elected office/body; how would you deal with them? 
I’m fighting right now to make sure that major state corporations pay their fair share of insurance 
premium tax.  Fortunately, my office is supported by an assessment against insurance companies.  
This means I don’t rely on the state general fund for operating funds.  

16. How will you approach safety, police, and court system issues – and what are they?   N/A. 

17. Finally, any additional comments you would like to share with the Committee:     
I will continue to fight for fair and equitable access to insurance by all. At no time in my lifetime 
of public service has this been more important than now. 
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