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2020 Pierce County Democrats Endorsement Questionnaire 
-Non-Partisan Election- 

Candidate name:  Ed Troyer 

Position sought: Pierce County Sheriff 

Date submitted: June 5th, 2020 

Candidate qualities and conduct:  The Pierce County Democratic Central Committee endorses 
and supports qualified candidates seeking elected “non-partisan” office. When deciding whether 
to recommend endorsement, the Endorsements Committee may consider the candidate’s 
dedication to values and principles that match those of the Democratic Party, the viability of the 
campaign, and the candidate’s qualifications for office, among other things. Endorsed candidates 
are discouraged from supporting any candidate who doesn’t represent Democratic values. 
Endorsed candidates should distinguish themselves from their opponents in an objectively fair, 
informational, and non-confrontational fashion.  

By submitting this endorsement questionnaire, I publicly affirm: 
• I will abide by the above principles of conduct. 

You may respond N/A (not applicable) if appropriate.  Expand or decrease space as needed. 

Questions 

1. Why are you running for this particular office? 
 I have been a member of the Pierce County Sheriff’s Department for the past 35 years. 
One of my assignments over the past 19 years is our media relations manager and Public 
Information Officer. I believe in transparency and honesty under all circumstances. I 
would like to continue in that tradition. I will also build leadership within our department 
creating and keeping promotional opportunities for our current employees. Being  part of 
many nonprofit organizations utilizing community resources in partnerships with law 
enforcement is the way of the future. The more of our employees we can get involved 
with nonprofits and other community based organizations the better the community will 
be served.  

2. What are your qualifications (traditional or not) for seeking this elected office?   
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Besides having worked for the Pierce County Sheriff’s Department for 35 years I am also 
the Executive Director of the Tacoma Pierce County Crime Stoppers Program. Crime 
Stoppers is a 501 C nonprofit controlled by a civilian board of directors. Crime Stoppers 
is also the support non profit for Charlie's Dinosaur, Groove Music for Youth, The Cares 
Program and Toys for Tots. I am also the current Washington State Gambling 
Commissioner which is a Law Enforcement agency. I was appointed by Governor Inslee 
6 years ago. The Gambling Commission is a state wide agency with 136 employees. My 
responsibilities include policy making and implementation of state wide gambling 
regulations. I have also been part of the current Pierce County Sheriff Paul Pastor’s 
command staff for 18 years, working along side Sheriff Pastor I have gained invaluable 
institutional knowledge of the workings of the Pierce County Sheriff's Department. 

3. What are the 1 - 3 most important issues facing your district or your elected body/office?   
Staffing has always been our largest issue. We will have 28 openings in the coming year. 
Finding people wanting to join the ranks of Law Enforcement is a national challenge. Our 
department utilizes social media to reach out to recruits across the country. Currently we 
have 80,000 followers on Facebook. We utilize Twitter, Instagram and YouTube as well. 
Those programs are currently run out of my office. 

Covid 19 has affected our department both as first responders in the field and through our 
probable future budget cuts. I have a scenario to cut 12 million off our budget. Talk of a 
hiring freeze but that wont get us there. Depending on the dollar amount we would have 
to eliminate specialized units and choose which services that would need to be cut. 
Keeping unmanned there are minimum staffing numbers that would need to be 
maintained for officer safety purposes. 

The Sheriffs Department also runs the Pierce County Corrections Bureau. The facility can 
hold up to 1,300 plus inmates. Before Covid the number of inmates averaged eleven 
hundred. Post Covid inmate population averages 6 to 7 hundred. In the future , and I 
agree we need to look at alternatives to incarceration. Our current jail population is over 
90 percent felon. We need to look at more ways for people to get drug, alcohol and 
mental health treatment. It costs roughly 75 dollars a day to keep people in jail. In certain 
instances that money could be better spent. 
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4. Why should the Pierce County Democratic Party support you for this position, and how 
have you demonstrated values that match ours?   
I have coached youth sports, run many nonprofits, volunteered for many community 
organizations for many years. I have worked with these organizations before an elected 
sheriffs position existed. I am part of Foster Parents Association of Washington (FPAWS) 
Im a past foster parent and adopted 3 kids out of foster care. I’m now a foster grandfather 
with 3 foster grandchildren. I have worked with many social organizations throughout the 
Tacoma Pierce County area for many years and will continue to do so. 

5. When elected, how will you make yourself accessible, and how would you obtain 
constituent input on issues and decisions?  
Currently being the departments public information officer I have created many ways for 
the public to reach out to our department. We use websites, social media, in person 
contacts, written correspondence and the old school telephone. That will not change if 
I’m elected as Sheriff . I am very accessible now and will continue to be if elected 
Sheriff. 

6. How have you previously provided and how would you increase access and influence for 
people and groups that may lack them?   
Being the executive director of the Crime Stoppers Program I have a 20 member board of 
directors that act as advisors and set direction. As the elected Sheriff I would look 
members in the community that would represent underserved or recognized groups to 
become advisory board members. I have worked with many boards in the past. I’m 
currently on the Tapco Credit Unions Board of Directors and have been the board chair 
for 3 years having been elected to that position twice.  

7. Do you support unrestricted access to reproductive health care for all women.  
I fully believe in a women’s right to choose. As a foster parent I have taken care of many 
girls in dire situations. I have been through that process with past foster girls in the past. 

8. What are the core functions of the elected office/body you seek; how can you improve 
them? 
The Sheriff is the lead Law Enforcement Officer in the county. This is a position with 
much responsibility. The job of the Sheriff is to uphold rights and to keep citizens safe. 
I’m a big believer in protecting the more vulnerable citizens, especially those who can’t 
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help or take care of themselves. I developed the Crimes against Seniors Program and 
many other programs that benefit kids and others who are underserved in our community. 

9. Please list any key endorsements.   
Brian Sonntag, past state auditor 
Joe Stortini, past county executive 
Bud Sizemore, chair, gambling commission. 
Traci Frasier, president puget sound mortgage lenders 
Ed Huge, president pierce county crime stoppers 
Dale Kelly, president graham business association 
Phil Carter, director of services YMCA  
And more see website. 

IF ELECTED TO THIS POSITION (some questions may not be applicable):  

10. What would you do to ensure that your constituents each have a truly equal and fair 
opportunity to succeed based on merit and effort, rather than pre-existing status or classification? 

10.What benefits and problems come from increasing population; how would you address 
them?   
Population growth would mean more calls for service, putting a strain on current staffing 
which is already low. Would prioritize what types of calls our deputies would respond to. 
Making share safety and protection of our citizens would be a priority. 

11. How would you support workers, including union workers, whether employed privately 
or by government? 
I’m a current member of our guild and have been the past 35 years, and working in 
administration I have seen negotiations from both sides. I would improve labor 
management relationships and negotiations. Unfortunately there is lots of room for 
improvement. 

12.What policies and actions would you take to protect and improve the natural 
environment? 
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We are already utilizing a green officer and have experimented in alternative type of fuels 
for vehicles, reduction in paper and the biggest polluting albatross in the county is 
Remann Hall an out dated juvenile facility. I would support the elimination of that facility 
and a revamping of the juvenile justice system based on rehabilitation and education 
instead of punishment. 

14. What would you do to increase housing access and decrease income inequality? 
Ensure properties don’t become derelict and are blights on neighborhoods. Residences that are 
shutdown or contaminated equals one less place for shelter. 

15. Identify any budget challenges for your elected office/body; how would you deal with them? 
Spoke of this earlier with the covid and budget cuts looming. 

16. How will you approach safety, police, and court system issues — and what are they? 
discussed earlier 

17. Finally, any additional comments you would like to share with the Committee:   

Thank you for your time. I have never run for a political office before. This will be a learning 
process for me, and I appreciate your willingness to interview me. Please feel free to share 
suggestions to help me in this journey. 

Thank you 
Ed Troyer
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