
2020 Pierce County Democrats Endorsements Committee 
Third Report – June 10, 2020 

Important Note:  This may or may not be the final Endorsement Committee report.  If 
additional candidates request that the Pierce County Democrats endorse them and submit 
a questionnaire, the Committee may evaluate and report on those requested 
endorsements. 

The Endorsements Committee continued to hold weekly meetings to review candidate 
questionnaires and conduct interviews, evaluating and interviewing an additional 12 
candidates.  Committee members participating in some or all of these meetings included: 

Ian Northrip, Chair – 27    
George Robison – 26    
Eric Hansen – 27       
Karri Wicka – 25     
Nikie Walters – 29      
John Westland – 31      
Peter Seto – 28      
Joe Bushnell – 29      
Sharon Winesberry - 28      
Dennis Townsend – 29   
Linda Hood - 28  
Robert Moody – 2  
Cinnamon Brown – 2  

The races or candidates considered for this second report were: 

Pierce County Executive 
State Supreme Court, position 3 
State Supreme Court, position 6 
Pierce County Superior Court, Department 4 
Lieutenant Governor 
Pierce County Sheriff 
Two additional candidates for Congressional District 10 

The committee identified candidates by reviewing who had filed for office.  For the 
above races, the committee actively solicited questionnaires from all candidates running 
for Executive, the judicial positions, Lieutenant Governor, and Sheriff - excluding those 
running as or known to be Republicans.   
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The committee did not actively solicit questionnaires from candidates in races in which 
the Pierce County Democrats had already endorsed a different candidate (Governor, CD 
8, CD 10, State Auditor, Public Lands Commissioner, and State Superintendent).  But the 
committee welcomed submission of questionnaires from any candidate; the procedure for 
seeking endorsement and the blank questionnaires are both posted on the Pierce County 
Democrats’ web site.  Two additional candidates for Congressional District 10 did submit 
questionnaires, and the committee interviewed them.  An additional candidate for 
governor asked about endorsement.  The committee sent that candidate a questionnaire, 
but the candidate has not yet returned it. 

For candidates that sought endorsement by submitting a questionnaire, the committee 
reviewed their completed questionnaires, conducted interviews when necessary, and 
sometimes conducted further investigation. 

The committee makes the following recommendations to the voting members of the 
Pierce County Democrats.  The committee’s recommended endorsements are not a 
“slate”; each recommendation may be considered individually. 

Executive 

The committee recommends endorsement for Larry Seaquist: 

Former State Representative Seaquist is the only Democrat running for this position and 
is well-known to many committee members.  After review of his questionnaire and 
consideration of his policy positions, values, and past accomplishments, the committee 
unanimously recommended endorsement without the need for an interview. 

State Supreme Court 

Position 3 – Recommend endorsement of Justice Raquel Montoya-Lewis: 

Two candidates are running for this non-partisan position:  Justice Raquel Montoya-
Lewis, who was appointed to the seat, and Judge Dave Larson, a Federal Way municipal 
court judge.  The committee reviewed questionnaires and interviewed both candidates.  
The motion to recommend endorsing Justice Montoya-Lewis passed with no opposition.  
There was a motion to recommend endorsing Judge Larson, but without a second, that 
motion was not debated or further considered.  Committee members found Judge Larson 
to be able and accomplished, especially as a court administrator.  But the committee also 
concluded that Justice Montoya-Lewis is more qualified for the position, shares important 
values, and will add a valuable diverse perspective to the court.   

3rd	Endorsement	Committee	Report,	Pierce	County	Democrats	
10	June	2020	–	Page	 	of	 	2 5



Position 6 – Recommend endorsement of Justice Helen Whitener: 

Two candidates are also running for this non-partisan position:  Justice Helen Whitener, 
who was appointed to the seat, and Richard Serns, a lawyer and retired school 
administrator.  The committee reviewed questionnaires and interviewed both candidates.  
The committee easily approved a motion to recommend endorsement for Justice 
Whitener.  There was no motion to recommend endorsing Mr. Serns.  The committee 
appreciates his willingness to serve, but most members concluded he was not currently 
qualified for the position. 

Pierce County Superior Court 

Department 4 – Recommend endorsement of Judge Bryan Chushcoff: 

Two candidates are also running for this non-partisan position:  incumbent Judge 
Chushcoff and Brady Horenstein, a lawyer at the Division of Child Support.  The 
committee reviewed questionnaires and interviewed both candidates.  The committee 
easily approved a motion to recommend endorsement for Judge Chushcoff.  There was a 
motion to recommend endorsing Mr. Horenstein, but without a second, that motion was 
not debated or further considered.  Mr. Horenstein appears to be an able administrator but 
lacks courtroom experience.  The committee found Judge Chushcoff to also be an able 
administrator who is better qualified for this trial court position as a sitting judge with a 
strong record of performance. 

Lieutenant Governor 

The committee recommends endorsement of Marko Liias. 
The committee recommends endorsement of Denny Heck. 

Four Democrats are running for Lieutenant Governor.  The committee asked all four to 
submit questionnaires; State Senator Liias and Congressmember Heck did so.  After 
review of their questionnaires and interviews, the committee easily approved separate 
motions to endorse each of them.  Liias received slightly more support.  Both are strong 
candidates in a crowded field, and Committee members expressed the hope that 
endorsing each candidate may help both advance to the general election as the “top two” 
candidates in the primary election. 

Pierce County Sheriff 

The committee recommends delaying endorsement 
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Four candidates are running for Sheriff, which is elected on a non-partisan basis.  One 
candidate, Doug Richardson is currently serving as a Republican County Council 
Member.  The committee invited the other three candidates to submit questionnaires and 
participate in the endorsement process.  Two did:  Ed Troyer and Cyndie Fajardo, both 
current members of the Sheriff’s Department.  The committee interviewed both and 
appreciated their willingness to discuss justice and accountability. 

The committee concluded, however, that this particular Sheriff’s election is too important 
to be handled by the normal endorsement committee process.  The endorsement 
committee is thorough and conscientious but vetting by the committee alone is 
insufficient for this race, this year.  The members of the Pierce County Democrats need to 
themselves observe as many candidates as possible answering tough questions about use 
of force, racial bias, accountability, and use of tax dollars, among other vital issues.  The 
membership needs to help create the questions.  And more time should be devoted to the 
discussion than is possible in a routine endorsement committee interview. In short, more 
extensive vetting is needed, and that vetting should be performed by all the members, not 
just those serving on the endorsement committee. 

For the reasons summarized above, and at the request of Chair Orlando, the committee 
voted to recommend that the general membership NOT endorse any Sheriff candidate 
until after a candidate forum focused on use of force, racial bias, and budget priorities.  
The committee hopes that all four candidates will agree to attend the forum, even those 
who did not yet seek our endorsement, so that all four candidates can publicly discuss 
these important issues. 

After the forum, the committee will not make an endorsement recommendation for the 
Sheriff race, deferring to the voting members to make their own endorsement decision.  
The committee encourages all members to review the questionnaires submitted by 
candidates Troyer and Fajardo, available on the Pierce County Democrats’ website.   

While no candidate is likely to be perfect, identifying, endorsing, and supporting a 
qualified candidate that best matches our shared values should be a priority.  Although the 
Sheriff election is conducted on a non-partisan basis, that does not mean that the 
candidates or the elected Sheriff are or will be non-partisan.  This year, for example, at 
least one candidate has a strong Republican party affiliation but, obviously, is not running 
as a Republican.  Democratic-leaning voters may rely on our endorsement when deciding 
how to vote on candidates that will not be well-known to them. 

Congressional District 10 
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The committee recommends that the membership not make any additions to the 
candidates already endorsed.  

Four Democrats filed to run for Congressional District 10 who had not been previously 
considered for endorsement.  Two of those candidates sought endorsement and submitted 
questionnaires:  Mary Bacon and Eric LeMay.  The committee reviewed their 
questionnaires and interviewed them.  The committee appreciates their willingness to 
serve; each of them has some strong qualities.  But neither is as prepared or viable a 
candidate as those that the general membership has already endorsed, Beth Doglio and 
Phil Gardner.  The committee easily approved a motion that the Pierce County Democrats 
should not endorse any additional candidates in this race.   

Respectfully submitted, 

Ian Northrip 
2020 Endorsements Committee Chair 
Pierce County Democrats 

3rd	Endorsement	Committee	Report,	Pierce	County	Democrats	
10	June	2020	–	Page	 	of	 	5 5


