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2020 Pierce County Democrats Endorsement Questionnaire 
-Partisan Election- 

Candidate name: ____Gael Tarleton___ 

Position sought: _____Secretary of State_____________ 

Date submitted: _________________5-5-2020____________________   

Candidate qualities and conduct:  The Pierce County Democratic Central Committee endorses 
and supports qualified Democrats seeking elected office. When deciding whether to recommend 
endorsement, the Endorsements Committee may consider the candidate’s dedication to 
Democratic Party values and principles, the viability of the campaign, and the candidate’s 
qualifications for office, among other things. Endorsed candidates are discouraged from 
supporting non-Democratic candidates or from supporting any candidate who doesn’t represent 
Democratic values. Endorsed candidates should distinguish themselves from any Democratic 
opponents in an objectively fair, informational, and non-confrontational fashion.  

By submitting this endorsement questionnaire, I publicly affirm: 
● I am a Democrat and will uphold Democratic Party values. 
● I will abide by the above principles of conduct. 

You may respond N/A (not applicable) if appropriate.  Expand or decrease space as needed. 

Questions 

1. Why are you running for this particular office? 

I am running for Secretary of State to protect our right to vote, to protect our elections 
against foreign or domestic interference, and to ensure that when we cast our ballot – 
regardless of party – that every vote counts. I believe it is the role as our state's top election 
official to expand and protect voters' rights - and the current incumbent has been silent or 
opposed most efforts to expand voter participation in our state. I believe my background in 
security and defense is what we need right now to protect the integrity of our elections.  I 
made the decision to run after worrying for the past 3.5 years that the current Secretary of 
State had neglected to address emerging risks to the security of our elections. The 
legislature has led numerous efforts to help our state deal with potential cyber attacks. But 
there has been almost no focus on how to secure local elections operations or prepare for 
the types of cyber threats or other emergencies that are ahead of us – not just what 
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happened in 2016 or 2018. I first ran for office in 2007, to unseat a 2-term Port of Seattle 
Commissioner. I ran that race to secure our ports against foreign threats after the 9/11 
attacks, create economic opportunities for all of our communities, and protect our workers. 

2. What are your qualifications (traditional or not) for seeking this elected office?   

State Representative, D-36, 2013-present. Democratic leader, House of Representatives: 
Finance Chair (2019-present), Majority Floor Leader (2016-18), Vice Chair, Technology 
and Economic Development (2014-18). Signature legislation: HB 1251 (2020), describing 
WA plan to respond to potential security breaches by foreign or domestic entities and 
protecting voting systems by requiring vulnerability testing; HB 2421 (2020), requiring 
state to reimburse county elections officials for state and federal election expenses; HB 2803 
(2020), establishing first-ever revenue- sharing compact between the state, sovereign tribes, 
and counties. 2019: Led coalition to create WA’s 100% clean grid mandate; Led tax 
fairness package to adopt progressive tax rates on big banks, global tech giants, and mega-
developers while reducing tax burdens on residential property sales, seniors and disabled 
veterans. 2008-13: Port of Seattle Commissioner elected King County- wide 2007 and re-
elected 2011; Commission President, 2012. 2004-12: University of WA development officer 
and research adviser. Led effort to establish endowed Ellison Center for Russian, East 
European and Central Asian Studies; wrote proposal to establish Institute for National 
Security Education and Research. 1990-2002: Director, SAIC Global Technology, Science 
Applications International Corporation. 1981-1990: Senior defense intelligence analyst, 
Defense Intelligence Agency, Washington, D.C. Georgetown University: M.A., Government 
and National Security Studies, B.S., Foreign Service. 

3. What are the 1 - 3 most important issues for your district or your elected body/office?   

My top priority is to ensure that Washington voters are ensured their right to vote, that 
their ballot will be counted, and that they believe that the election results are legitimate. We 
are a self-governing people. The people must believe that those who are elected are their 
duly elected representatives. I want to work with the top elections officials, and national 
security and cyber security experts to define what it takes to protect our elections 
sufficiently to deal with current and emerging threats. WA has a vote-by-mail (VBM) 
system. But everything about counting and certifying the vote depends on the integrity of 
the elections systems, networks, and databases. That’s my top priority: securing our 
elections against physical, digital, or other types of threats. We must take several steps. One 
of the first is to set up a national commission to define performance standards for our 
elections equipment. Most importantly, this equipment and the digital infrastructure are 
not required to undergo any vulnerability testing before deployment. My HB 1251, passed 
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this year and waiting for the Governor’s signature, changes the law for Washington. No 
equipment or elections-related systems may be procured or deployed until they have 
undergone vulnerability testing at a federal or state public facility. I have long-standing 
relationships with the Pacific NW National Laboratory in Richland, Seattle, and Sequim. 
We must build this national test facility in our state. 

Another top priority is to significantly increase the percentage of eligible voters who 
register to vote, and then to increase the voter turnout rates. That’s how we’ll increase the 
number of people who have the right to vote – by showing them how to participate. I will 
be a champion for voter education, voter participation, and high voter turnout in every 
election. I introduced legislation in HB 2421 this session to require state funding for state 
and federal elections, to include state funding to local elections officials to expand voter 
education and engagement, especially focusing on communities with the lowest voter 
registration levels of eligible voters. The elections funding passed and will become law as of 
July 2021. The State Senate stripped out the voter education language, however, so we need 
to go back to the legislature and get this done. In the meantime, my campaign will help 
educate our current and future voters about their rights and how to exercise them. 
Washington’s vote-by-mail system is designed to make voting more accessible. The 
legislature’s leadership also has led to automatic voter registration, same-day voter 
registration, vote-by-mail with free postage, and pre-registration of 16- and 17-year olds, 
and ballot drop boxes. 

4. Why should the Pierce County Democratic Party support you for this position, and how have 
you demonstrated Democratic values?   

I've been actively involved in Democratic politics since 2007 when I first ran for Port of 
Seattle Commissioner, which required a King County-wide race to unseat a two-term 
incumbent. I campaigned in every King County district. I won in 2007 and won re-election 
in 2011.  In 2012, my state representative announced her retirement and created an open 
seat for the 36th legislative district. I won that race and resigned from the Port Commission 
after serving 5 years there in order to begin serving in the state legislature. 

 I've helped recruit Democratic women and men to run for office. I've supported numerous 
progressive organizations, including serving as a Board member for Northwest Progressive 
Institute and Metropolitan Democratic Club of Seattle. I've raised money for the 36th 
District Democrats and provided financial support to the King County Democrats and WA 
State Democrats. I've been an invited speaker to the Young Democrats of WA, King County 
Young Democrats, and for ballot initiatives on RaiseTheWage, Women'sMarch, 
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CarbonFreeFuture, and others. In the 2014 and 2016 election cycles, I have raised money 
for candidates and the House and Senate Democratic campaign committees and doorbelled 
for candidates in swing districts. I am one of the top fundraisers for the House Democratic 
Campaign Committee. 

5. When elected, how will you make yourself accessible, and how would you obtain constituent 
input on issues and decisions?   

The Secretary of State should be doing more to make the services of the office of the 
Secretary of State more accessible to constituents, particularly in regards to facilitating 
access to the ballot for underserved communities and in providing business services and 
outreach to minority-owned businesses. I will increase outreach to help educate our current 
and future voters about their rights and how to exercise them. 
In all of my time as a public official, I have kept an open door to constituents, whether I’m 
in Olympia, the grocery store, the hardware store, or the many coffee shops where I set up 
“office hours.” I’ve listened and learned from our state’s many stakeholders and I will 
continue this policy as Secretary of State. 

6. How have you previously provided and how would you increase access and influence for 
people and groups that may lack them?   

I worked for 25 years in many different workplaces before becoming an elected official in 
2007. My approach to policymaking has been a continuation of the fight I waged for 
years: creating equal access to economic opportunity so women, minorities, and the 
traditionally underserved could find good jobs, earn equal pay for equal work, raise a 
family without losing ground in their career opportunities, have decent vacation and sick 
leave benefits, have reliable and affordable healthcare insurance, and save for retirement. 
Under my leadership, the Secretary of State’s office will be a champion for a diverse, 
healthy, and equitable business environment where all our people thrive. The Secretary of 
State should work closely with state offices that have a shared mission in promoting more 
equitable business opportunities. These include the newly created WA Office of Equity, 
established in the Governor’s office with legislation being signed into law in 2020; 
Commissions on Hispanic, African-American, and Asian Affairs; and two Commissions 
recently created by the state legislature - the LGBTQ Commission and Women’s 
Commission. An equitable economic recovery from the economic disruptions and losses 
related to COVID-19 will require state-wide elected officials working in partnership with 
state and local officials, businesses, and community organizations. I know the work that 
needs to be done, and I know how to do it. 
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7. Do you support unrestricted access to reproductive health care for all women, including the 
right to abortion? 

Yes! 

8. What are the core functions of the elected office/body you seek; how can you improve them? 

A core function of the Secretary of State’s office is to facilitate the fair elections, and to 
protect every citizen’s right to participate in our democracy. The Secretary of State’s Office 
is responsible for not only protecting the right for every citizen to vote, but also to assure 
every citizen that their vote counts, and that the election results are legitimate. The 
incumbent is not doing enough to ensure access to the ballot for all citizens, nor to ensure 
our elections are legitimate by protecting them from foreign interference. I am running for 
Secretary of State because I believe we deserve a leader in that position who takes threats, 
both foreign and domestic, against our electoral systems seriously. I believe my background 
in security and defense is what we need right now to protect the integrity of our elections.  

We also need a Secretary of State who fought hard as a legislator to expand voting rights, 
to protect access to our democracy for all Washingtonians, and who will champion voter 
education, outreach, and participation as a core mission during this critical time in our 
history. As I previously stated, a core function of the Secretary of State is to significantly 
increase the percentage of eligible voters who register to vote, and then to increase the voter 
turnout rates. That’s how we’ll increase the number of people who have the right to vote – 
by showing them how to participate. I will be a champion for voter education, voter 
participation, and high voter turnout in every election.  

9. Please list any key endorsements.   
17th Legislative District Democrats 
38th Legislative District Democrats 
Alliance for Gun Responsibility 
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers #48 
Inlandboatmen’s Union of the Pacific 
National Women’s Political Caucus of WA 
Washington Education Association 
Washington State Association for Justice 
State Attorney General Bob Ferguson 
Former State Treasurer James McIntire 
Congresswoman Suzan DelBene 
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Congressman Denny Heck 
Congressman Derek Kilmer 
Congressman Adam Smith 
Washington House Speaker Laurie Jinkins 
State Representative Steve Bergquist 
State Representative Brian Blake 
State Representative Frank Chopp 
State Representative Jake Fey 
State Representative Noel Frame 
State Representative Roger Goodman 
State Representative Mia Gregerson 
State Representative Zack Hudgins 
State Representative John Lovick 
Former State Representative Jeff Morris 
State Representative Lillian Ortiz-Self 
State Representative Tina Orwall 
State Representative Mike Pellicciotti 
State Representative Eric Pettigrew 
State Representative Gerry Pollet 
State Representative Bill Ramos 
State Representative June Robinson 
State Representative Cindy Ryu 
State Representative Larry Springer 
State Representative Pat Sullivan 
State Representative Javier Valdez 
State Representative Mike Chapman 
State Representative Joe Fitzgibbon  
State Representative Drew Hansen 
State Representative Christine Kilduff 
State Representative Debra Lekanoff 
State Representative Nicole Macri 
State Representative Mari Leavitt 
State Representative Mike Sells 
State Representative Tana Senn 
State Representative Sharon Shewmake 
State Representative Amy Walen 
Former State Representative Mary Lou Dickerson 
Former State Representative Kathleen Drew 
Former State Representative Larry Seaquist 
Former State Representative Brady Walkinshaw 
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Former State Representative Kris Lytton 
Former State Representative Ruth Kagi 
Former State Representative Kristine Reeves 
State Senator Reuven Carlyle 
State Senator Mona Das 
State Senator David Frockt 
State Senator Karen Keiser 
State Senator Joe Nguyen 
State Senator Jamie Pedersen 
State Senator Christine Rolfes 
State Senator Dean Takko 
State Senator Kevin Van de Wege 
State Senator Lisa Wellman 
Former State Senator Lisa Brown 
Former State Senator Kevin Ranker 
City of Lacey Mayor Andy Ryder 
East Wenatchee Councilmember Matthew Hepner 
King County Councilmember Jeanne Kohl-Welles 
Olympia Port Commissioner E.J. Zita 
Seattle Port Commissioner Fred Felleman 
Thurston County Assessor Steve Drew 

IF ELECTED TO THIS POSITION (some questions may not be applicable):  

10. What would you do to ensure that your constituents each have a truly equal and fair 
opportunity to succeed based on merit and effort, rather than pre-existing status or classification? 

Economic inequity, especially when compounded by racial inequality, is a major threat to 
the vitality of our economy. The Secretary of State should do more to help create economic 
opportunities for families of color and better supporting businesses owned by people of 
color. It is extremely difficult for minority owned businesses to compete for state contracts. 
During my career in both the public and private sectors, I have been on both sides of the 
competitive landscape, trying to win public procurements when the insider network was 
stacked against a newcomer; and working as an elected official trying to create equal access 
to public works projects for all groups, but especially for women and minority-owned 
businesses. 
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As a state legislator, I have served on the Technology and Economic Development 
committee for nearly 8 years. Previously I served on the Transportation and Higher 
Education Committees for six years. In each of these policy areas, I have fought to expand 
access for low-income and immigrant students. I helped rewrite transportation 
procurement policies and University of WA’s use of small businesses, women- and minority-
owned contractors. My work with labor unions, businesses, community and technical 
colleges, and 4- year colleges has focused on building partnerships for our companies, non- 
profits, and public agencies so that all communities benefit from public works projects. 

As Secretary of State, I will work closely with state offices that have a shared mission in 
promoting more equitable business opportunities, like the newly created WA Office of 
Equity, established in the Governor’s office with legislation being signed into law in 2020; 
Commissions on Hispanic, African-American, and Asian Affairs; and two Commissions 
recently created by the state legislature - the LGBTQ Commission and Women’s 
Commission. 

11. What benefits and problems come from increasing population; how would you address them?   

An increasing population means an increasing electorate. We must work to enfranchise 
new voters as soon as they become eligible. We must convert eligible voters into registered 
voters, and registered voters into voters who vote in every election. I supported the 
Legislature’s efforts to create automatic voter registration, same-day voter registration, 
and pre-registration of 16- and 17-year olds. But there is much more work to be done to 
ensure that our citizenry can exercise their right to vote. Furthermore, the Secretary of 
State must do more to increase the voter turnout rates with the existing population. We 
must drastically increase voter education to promote voter participation. We must do more 
to dismantle barriers to the ballot box. 

Increased population also requires us to make a concerted effort to get everyone to 
participate in the U.S. Census underway right now. When we count every Washington 
resident, we ensure that the redistricting of Congressional and Legislative Districts will be 
legitimate - that all voices will be heard in the election of our representatives. 

12. How would you support workers, including union workers, whether employed privately or by 
government? 

I have a strong pro-labor background and record in the Legislature and in the Port of 
Seattle. WA State Labor Council has given me a 100 percent rating on labor votes during 
my legislative career. I have demonstrated pro-labor votes and leadership during my time 
in office. I am proud to have worked with organized labor to protect against attacks to our 
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worker protections in Washington State for more than twelve years. I have supported the 
$15-hour minimum wage campaigns, and spoken at rallies for nurses during contract 
negotiations in Olympia. I look forward to continuing my work to protect the rights and 
votes of all workers as the Secretary of State. 

13. What policies and actions would you take to protect and improve the natural environment? 

This is not directly applicable to the Secretary of State’s office, but as an elected official, I 
have fought to protect our natural environment and enact policy that will curb climate 
change. I am proud to have earned the Washington Conservation Voters’ Elected Official of 
the Year Award in 2018.  
 
I have fought to invest in the critical infrastructure that will give us a clean-energy 
economy. I fought to get clean engines on Port trucks to reduce toxic particulates from 
coating schools in South Seattle. I got the mandate to stop cruise ships from wastewater 
dumping in the Puget Sound. As a legislator, I am proud to have prime sponsored the 
House version of the state’s 100% clean energy legislation-- path breaking in its scope, it 
will help every community in Washington transition the grid to renewable energy sources. 

14. What would you do to increase housing access and decrease income inequality? 

I won’t have much access to deal with housing as Secretary of State but can only point to 
my record as State Representative. I am proud to have earned high marks from the WA 
Housing Alliance  Action Fund and called a “smart and passionate lawmaker” for my work 
on housing issues. Additionally, as House Finance Chair I have worked tirelessly to make 
our state’s regressive tax system fairer and more progressive.  

15. Identify any budget challenges for your elected office/body; how would you deal with them? 

During the 2020 legislative session, I prime-sponsored legislation to require the state to 
reimburse counties for costs associated with state and federal elections, and requires every 
county to produce voter pamphlet statements. That legislation, which passed off the House 
floor with strong bipartisan support, included funding for local elections officials to 
conduct the most comprehensive voter education and youth civic engagement initiatives in 
decades. It would have required voter education and outreach to groups with historically 
low voter registration and participation. The Senate stripped the voter education and civic 
engagement funding out of the legislation but did pass the bill to reimburse local auditors 
for the election costs. The Governor has this bill on his desk– it was the county auditors’ 
highest priority for decades and I got it done. If I am elected Secretary of State, I will be 
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working closely with other legislative champions to make funding for voter education a top 
priority for our state. 

16. How will you approach safety, police, and court system issues – and what are they? 
N/A 

17. Finally, any additional comments you would like to share with the Committee:   

It would be an honor to receive your endorsement. Thank you for your consideration!
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