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2020 Pierce County Democrats Endorsement Questionnaire 

-Partisan Election- 
  
Candidate name: Adam Smith 
  
Position sought: U.S. House of Representatives, WA-09 
  
Date submitted: March 13, 2020  
  
Candidate qualities and conduct:  The Pierce County Democratic Central Committee endorses 
and supports qualified Democrats seeking elected office. When deciding whether to recommend 
endorsement, the Endorsements Committee may consider the candidate’s dedication to 
Democratic Party values and principles, the viability of the campaign, and the candidate’s 
qualifications for office, among other things. Endorsed candidates are discouraged from 
supporting non-Democratic candidates or from supporting any candidate who doesn’t represent 
Democratic values. Endorsed candidates should distinguish themselves from any Democratic 
opponents in an objectively fair, informational, and non-confrontational fashion. 
  
By submitting this endorsement questionnaire, I publicly affirm: 

· I am a Democrat and will uphold Democratic Party values. 
· I will abide by the above principles of conduct. 

  
You may respond N/A (not applicable) if appropriate.  Expand or decrease space as needed. 
  

Questions 
  
1. Why are you running for this particular office? 
  
As a lifelong resident of the 9th District, it remains my greatest honor to represent an area where I grew 
up and where Sara and I have raised our family. This district is home to a tremendously diverse group of 
communities that value hard work, and I am very proud to represent it.   

I am focused on ensuring that all members of our community are able to fully access and share equally in 
all that our country has to offer.  Broad-based economic opportunity must be created for every person in 
America and our society made into a place where every American has an equal chance to succeed.   

  
 

 



2. What are your qualifications (traditional or not) for seeking this elected office?  
 
Currently I am the U.S. Representative for the 9th Congressional District of Washington. Prior to that, I 
was a Washington State Senator from the 33rd Legislative District. I attended the University of 
Washington Law School, and earned my undergraduate degree from Fordham University. During college, 
I was a Teamster working for UPS, and my father was a member of the Machinist Union, where I learned 
to campaign by helping alongside him while growing up. 
  
3. What are the 1 - 3 most important issues for your district or your elected body/office?  

Some of the most important issues to our 9th Congressional District include:  

1. Increasing economic opportunity for all by increasing job training resources and educational 
opportunities.  We must reinvest in the infrastructure of our economy, and improving education 
at all levels is a key part of doing so. We must better support and expand the reach of 
community and technical colleges, which provide important skills training that prepare students 
to get good jobs after high school or college.  I introduced the Empowering Individuals To 
Succeed Through Education and Workforce Training Act (H.R. 5206), which would help provide 
support services such as assistance with childcare, transportation, or housing to individuals 
participating in education and job training programs.  Additionally, college is far too expensive; 
we need to make it more cost effective for students to get an education without saddling them 
with hundreds of thousands of dollars of debt.  I am a proud co-sponsor of the College 
Affordability Act (H.R. 4674), comprehensive legislation to lower the cost of college and make it 
more affordable, improve the quality of higher education, and expand opportunities for students 
to get the training and education they need.  
 

2. Fighting for quality health care for everyone.  The Affordable Care Act was an important step in 
bringing health care to more Americans.  We must now do more to ensure that regardless of 
income, job status, or location, Americans have access to affordable and reliable care.  This is 
why I have co-sponsored legislation such as the Medicare for All Act (H.R. 1384), which would 
establish a universal health care system.  We have to do better as a country to make sure that 
everyone who needs care can access it.  

3. Fixing our broken immigration system. I am committed to enacting comprehensive reforms to 
our immigration laws that improve our current system by keeping families together, promoting 
legal immigration, establishing a pathway to citizenship, and addressing national priorities. It is 
vital that we comprehensively reform our nation’s immigration laws in order to create jobs, grow 
the American economy, and enrich the country with new perspectives and cultural diversity.  

4. Why should the Pierce County Democratic Party support you for this position, and how have 
you demonstrated Democratic values?  
  
I am the best candidate for this office because I have vast experience with bringing people together from 
a wide array of perspectives and backgrounds, and faithfully representing and fighting for all of them in 
the U.S. House.  As a lifelong resident of our region, who grew up understanding the challenges facing 
working people, with considerable background as a lawmaker advancing our community’s interests in 
Washington, D.C., I possess the insights, partnerships, and skills necessary to move the 9th District and 

 



Puget Sound region forward.  In Congress and in the Washington State Senate prior to that, I have fought 
for progressive values time and time again. We still face many challenges as a district and a country, and 
I believe that my proven leadership, dedication, and values make me the best person to represent the 
individuals, families, and businesses that call the 9th Congressional District home.  
 
I also have a lifelong involvement with Washington State Democratic politics.  As a child, I helped my 
father on many political campaigns, and as an elected official, I have been active in helping Democratic 
candidates up and down the ballot.  
  

5. When elected, how will you make yourself accessible, and how would you obtain constituent 
input on issues and decisions?  
 
I know that it is not enough to wait for people to come to you to relay their concerns and questions.  That 
is why I consistently hold town hall meetings, attend community events, and regularly host issue based 
roundtables in the district to ensure that as many voices as possible are at the table.  My office directly 
reaches out to constituents, community groups, and businesses to ensure that a diverse set of voices are 
heard from.  Throughout any given year, I host anywhere from 5 to 10 roundtables on issues ranging 
from women’s health, healthcare, technology, labor, education, faith communities, immigration, and so 
much more.  It is crucial to be proactive in reaching out to as many people and organizations as possible 
to truly get a picture of what is happening in our communities.  
  

6. How have you previously provided and how would you increase access and influence for 
people and groups that may lack them?  
 
As one of the most diverse districts in the country, our 9th Congressional District is the only 

majority-minority district in the state.  I make it a point to engage with the local community by being as 

present as possible at community events and supporting those who may lack access and influence, 

including immigrants and people of color.  I listen to what their specific needs are and then advocate for 

those needs.  I have worked closely with various communities to address the specific issues they face, 

including with the Somali community to ensure that they are able to send remittances back home, the 

small business immigrant community in SeaTac that is being displaced, and with the National Association 

of Minority Contractors to ensure they maintain a strong presence in the state and, as called for by law, a 

prominent place in the makeup of our state’s contractor base.  Additionally, I have consistently 

supported women, immigrants, and people of color in running for office. I have supported amazing 

candidates like Zak Idan in Tukwila, Janice Zahn in Bellevue, Satwinder Kaur in Kent, Jesse Johnson in 

Federal Way and many more.   I believe it is critical that we elect more people of color and immigrants to 

better represent our local communities.  

  
  
 
 
 

 



7. Do you support unrestricted access to reproductive health care for all women, including the 
right to abortion? 
 
I am proudly pro-choice. I am a proud original co-sponsor of the Women’s Health Protection Act, which 
helps protect abortion access, and I am a co-sponsor of H.R. 1692, the EACH Woman Act of 2019, which 
would ensure that low-income women are provided coverage for abortion by Medicaid. 

I am also vehemently opposed to any effort to defund Planned Parenthood in Congress, and will continue 
to fight against these efforts. I will continue to support and advocate for women’s rights and for policies 
that protect a woman’s right to choose, and to improve access to family planning services.  

Planned Parenthood is an important, and sometimes the only, health care provider for millions of women 
and men in communities throughout America, and Congress must continue to support and properly fund 
it. 

  
8. What are the core functions of the elected office/body you seek; how can you improve them? 
  
Good government is transparent, accountable, and responsible. It must respond to the needs of its 
constituents while utilizing taxpayer dollars in a responsible and transparent fashion. Government must 
constantly work toward improving the quality of life for its citizens while at the same time not being 
intrusive or violating civil rights.  
 
During my time in Congress, I have supported efforts to make government more transparent.  I remain 
open to new and stronger proposals to ensure transparency and openness in government.  
  
9. Please list any key endorsements.  
 
Notable endorsements so far include: the 5th District Democrats, 47th District Democrats, Planned 
Parenthood Action Fund, Heat & Frost Insulators & Fire Containment Workers - Local 7, International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers - Local 77, Ironworkers - Local 86, International Longshore and 
Warehouse Union, Washington Education Association, and the International Union of Painters and Allied 
Trades AFL-CIO.  I intend on seeking endorsements from all my previous endorsing organizations, elected 
officials, and community members, and expanding my support throughout the community. 

  
 

IF ELECTED TO THIS POSITION (some questions may not be applicable): 
  
10. What would you do to ensure that your constituents each have a truly equal and fair 
opportunity to succeed based on merit and effort, rather than pre-existing status or classification? 
  
Everyone deserves equality of opportunity.  Education and income inequality are areas that we must 
address for all people.  In order to address the wealth gap, we must stop and prevent racism.  I support 
legislation that would stop employers from asking about an applicant’s criminal history, as people of 
color are disproportionately incarcerated.  Workers must make a living wage of at least $15/hr, and 

 



more must be spent on quality education for all.  Everything possible must be done to prevent Americans 
from crippling debt by enacting the College Affordability Act and Medicare for All to prevent financial 
distress caused by pursuing medical and educational needs.  Additionally, loan policies should not be 
allowed to be predatory, particularly high interest rates and other bank-friendly policies must be 
prevented.  
 
I am also a strong advocate of investing in our education system through policies that ensure that the 
achievement gap between people of color and others is closed and education is more equitable for all 
students. First, higher education must be accessible and affordable.   Currently, I am a cosponsor of the 
College Affordability Act, which is a comprehensive bill to lower the cost of college and make it more 
affordable, improve the quality of higher education, and expand opportunities for students to get the 
training and education they need.  Additionally, I have voted for legislation to increase the availability of 
federal student loans for college and to create the Helping Others Pursue Education Scholarship, which 
provides a tax credit for families who have children in college.  
 

I am a strong supporter of job training and the role that career and technical education plays in 

preparing students to enter the workforce.  I am a cosponsor of the Youth Access to American Jobs Act, 

which would create partnerships between high schools, community colleges, and state apprenticeships 

to help students access good-paying jobs.  I advocated for strong funding for the Carl D. Perkins Career 

and Technical Education Act, which provides funding to secondary, postsecondary, and adult technical 

education programs. I also supported passage of the Strengthening Career and Technical Education for 

the 21st Century Act, which reauthorized the Perkins Career and Technical Education Act through 2023.  I 

believe that supporting policies like these will work to close the achievement gap and ensure that 

educational and career opportunities are available and accessible to all. 

 
  
11. What benefits and problems come from increasing population; how would you address them?  
 
An increasing population can have significant benefits to a community, including increased economic 

development and diversity.  While local and state governments have more tools at their disposal, the 

federal government should also play an important role in combating gentrification, sprawl, and poor 

development choices.  Transportation is a key part of sound urbanist policy, and the federal government 

is responsible for the distribution of considerable sums of money for a wide range of transportation 

projects.  I believe we must increase infrastructure investments of all sorts; and particularly in public 

transit and smart transportation solutions that do not perpetuate and begin to fix the problems of traffic, 

sprawl, economic disparities, community detachment, and a myriad of other problems.  Additionally, the 

federal government can improve transportation spending criteria to support responsible multi-use, 

accessible, and equitable development. Through the tax code, the federal government creates a range of 

incentives for investment in housing, infrastructure, and economic development patterns, in addition to 

influencing individuals’ choices about where to live. Sound tax policy should encourage smart 

development and not promote sprawl, while increasing transportation, housing, and economic equity.  

 

 



The federal government can also do much more to stem the increasingly segregated nature of our 

communities.  First, we must work to prevent further outward sprawl to ensure that our communities are 

as integrated as possible.  We then need to promote community engagement and involvement among all 

community members.  The federal government can assist in promoting community engagement through 

allocating funding to assist in the creation and preservation of community centers and other spaces for 

engagement.  

  
 
12. How would you support workers, including union workers, whether employed privately or by 
government? 
 
Collective bargaining and striking has historically been fundamental in establishing labor protections and 

today is essential to protecting the rights of workers.  Without the right of labor to organize and 

collectively bargain, employees’ wages, benefits, and working conditions are jeopardized.  I have 

consistently fought to ensure that workers’ right to collectively bargain is maintained throughout my 

time in Congress and will oppose any effort to erode this vital tool.  

In addition, I support requiring paid vacation, sick, and safe leave be provided to employees, and am a 

cosponsor of several pieces of legislation that would provide leave benefits to a wide array workers.  Paid 

leave is an important benefit and I will continue to make it more widely available and encourage 

employers to offer it. As part of the National Defense Authorization Act signed into law at the end of 

2019, I successfully secured inclusion of a provision that will provide 12 weeks of paid parental leave for 

federal workers across all agencies, benefiting millions of federal workers and their families.  

  
  
13. What policies and actions would you take to protect and improve the natural environment? 
  
Reducing carbon emissions, combating the climate crisis, and ensuring clean air, water, and reduced 
levels of pollution are critical to the health and well-being of not just Washington State and American 
families, but the environment in which we live and the world at large. Climate change is a major concern 
and I support measures that reduce climate-impacting emissions in addition to those that protect the 
quality of our air and water.  

In this 116th Congress, I am proud to support the Green New Deal, H.R. 5221, the 100% Clean Economy 
Act, and H.R. 2247, the PUGET SOS Act.  I’ve also introduced H.R. 6038, the Aviation-Impacted 
Communities Act, and H.R. 5737, the Voluntary Grazing Permit Retirement Act. 

Since so many of our environmental challenges stem from our energy policy decisions, I am also focused 
on ensuring we invest in clean energy and energy efficiency technologies that will reduce our dependence 
on fossil fuels that harm our environment. It is critical that we take steps now to protect our environment 
and vulnerable communities across the world from the very real and dangerous effects of climate 
change. 

I support an energy plan that focuses on the long term energy needs of our country and the world, as 
well as the health of our environment.  We must reduce our current dependency on fossil fuels and make 

 



necessary investments in the clean technologies of the future. This includes making our current energy 
use far more efficient, developing new, cleaner sources of energy, and expanding the deployment and 
adoption of existing renewable and clean energies. 

Throughout my time in Congress, I have advocated for improving environmental standards, assisting 
wildlife and ecosystems threatened by global warming, and requiring the U.S. to engage with other 
nations to reduce emissions through an international incentive program. I will continue to work to reduce 
our country's dependence on fossil fuels, compel the Congress to hold hearings and debates on the 
science of and solutions to the climate crisis, and act on clean energy and climate legislation to ensure 
the well being of future generations. 

  
14. What would you do to increase housing access and decrease income inequality? 
  
The problems our region faces with unaffordable housing are the result of a complex set of overlapping 

issues and challenges.  Among these are wages not rising enough to keep pace with housing, which has 

led to too many people being forced to spend over half their paycheck on rent.  Additionally, the 

prioritization of building high-priced units over affordable housing is also a considerable problem.  The 

volume of affordable units does not meet the demand, particularly as our region continues to experience 

population growth and increasing demand for housing, all-around.  Finally, zoning also plays a large and 

important role.  In cities like Seattle and Tacoma that are changing so quickly, it is crucial that local 

governments take a look at their zoning and reconsider areas that have historically been zoned for single 

family homes. I believe that state and, especially, local partners need to have an honest and open 

discussion, and then take action on all of these problems by smartly improving zoning rules, promote 

affordable housing development as a part of the growth of the region, and ensuring workers are paid a 

wage that allows for a decent life in even our high-cost area.  I am also a proud co-sponsor of H.R. 5185, 

the Green New Deal for Public Housing Act, which prioritizes the modernization and growth of public 

housing, while also being environmentally conscious.  As a federal representative, I am committed to 

serving as a strong partner to our local government leaders, fighting for better pay for lower-paid 

workers, and securing federal resources to help with the housing challenges we face.  

 
  
15. Identify any budget challenges for your elected office/body; how would you deal with them? 
 

It’s critical that a responsible and predictable budget and tax plan be developed and implemented. 
We must complete annual appropriations work on-time to give federal agencies and their leaders and 
employees the predictability and resources needed to carry out federal agencies’ roles and effectively 
serve the American people through the range of critical programs on which so many rely.  

Key to a properly-functioning appropriations process are realistic, appropriate, and predictable 
budgets. Federal budgeting must provide the funding resources necessary to properly fund our 
country’s important priorities and promote working families by strengthening our economy and the 
creation of good jobs for all, while simultaneously generating sufficient revenues to reduce our deficits 
and debt. 

 

 



I believe that our budget must prioritize working and middle-class Americans.  Our country cannot afford 

for millionaires and billionaires to get significant tax cuts, while working and middle-class Americans are 

negatively impacted by cuts to domestic programs that many rely on, including medical research, 

veterans programs, food stamps, and Medicaid and Medicare. I have voted against multiple defense 

budget bills and am committed to getting defense spending under control and ensuring that domestic 

priorities that are focused on working people and those in need of assistance and support are prioritized.  

  
  
16. How will you approach safety, police, and court system issues – and what are they? 
  
Public policy of the past, particularly in the area of criminal justice policy, has led to disproportionately 
high incarceration rates among people and communities of color, impacting families and limiting 
economic opportunity. The system is clearly broken, and is in need of immediate remedy. As a former 
prosecutor, I firmly believe that the justice system must also focus on rehabilitation, rather than 
retribution, while protecting innocent people and holding accountable those who commit crimes. It is 
essential that the people who serve our community in our criminal justice system--including police 
officers, public defenders, prosecutors, judges, court staff, mental health professionals, and corrections 
officers, among others-- must assure that the system is not treating communities and people of color 
unfairly. 
 
I have worked for many years to reform the criminal justice system, and I will continue to do so in 
Congress.  I was part of the effort in the House to advance the SAFE Justice Act, a comprehensive bill that 
uses evidence-based, state-tested criminal justice reforms, and proudly cosponsored this legislation when 
it was introduced in the prior congress. I also support establishing federal grants programs for Body 
Worn Cameras to support accountability and transparency, have advocated for funding for legal help to 
low-income individuals in order to expand access to justice for all, regardless of income. In addition, I was 
successful in including the Fair Chance Act as part of the National Defense Authorization Act signed into 
law at the end of 2019. The Fair Chance Act prevents the federal government, including federal 
contractors, from requesting criminal history information from applicants until they reach the conditional 
offer stage.  
  
17. Finally, any additional comments you would like to share with the Committee:  
 
I know that there is important work to be accomplished in Congress.  If I am re-elected, the most 
important priorities in the next Congress include: increasing economic opportunity by increasing job 
training resources, supporting equal pay for equal work, and by supporting an increase in the federal 
minimum wage. We must address gun violence by increasing background checks for firearms sales, 
increasing mental health treatment options, increasing the frequency with which we report data to the 
national background check system, and supporting innovations in gun safety techniques and 
technologies. Also, it is essential that we address immigration reform in a comprehensive and humane 
manner, which is vital to creating jobs, growing the American economy, and enriching the country with 
new perspectives and increasing cultural diversity.  I will continue to fight to protect, strengthen, as well 
as build upon the Affordable Care Act and work to ensure that all Americans have affordable and quality 
healthcare. 

 


