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2020 Pierce County Democrats Endorsement Questionnaire 

-Partisan Election- 
 
Candidate name: Derek Kilmer________________________ 
 
Position sought: U.S. House of Representatives, Dist. 6_____  
 
Date submitted: March 10, 2020_______________________  
 
Candidate qualities and conduct: The Pierce County Democratic Central Committee endorses 
and supports qualified Democrats seeking elected office. When deciding whether to recommend 
endorsement, the Endorsements Committee may consider the candidate’s dedication to 
Democratic Party values and principles, the viability of the campaign, and the candidate’s 
qualifications for office, among other things. Endorsed candidates are discouraged from 
supporting non-Democratic candidates or from supporting any candidate who doesn’t represent 
Democratic values. Endorsed candidates should distinguish themselves from any Democratic 
opponents in an objectively fair, informational, and non-confrontational fashion.  
 
By submitting this endorsement questionnaire, I publicly affirm: 

● I am a Democrat and will uphold Democratic Party values. 
● I will abide by the above principles of conduct. 

 
You may respond N/A (not applicable) if appropriate. Expand or decrease space as needed. 
 

Questions 
 
1. Why are you running for this particular office? 
Three reasons: 
 
1) I want to fight for an economy that works better for everyone.  
I was born and raised in Port Angeles, in this Congressional district. When I was a kid, I watched as my town’s 
timber economy went through an economic downturn and my friend’s parents took it on the chin. It changed the 
course of my life. I went to college and studied public policy with a focus on helping grow jobs in communities that 
need them. Then I came back home and spent a decade and a half working to grow jobs and help people make it 
economically. I worked in the private sector helping businesses in our region grow, and then for the Economic 
Development Board for Tacoma-Pierce County where my job was creating new opportunities and great jobs for our 
region. Those experiences motivated me to run for office in the first place. 
 
Since my first run for office in 2004, I have called upon that knowledge, where my goal is the same - working to 
create more economic opportunity for more people in more places. As a state legislator and now in Congress, I’ve 
fought to have an economy that works better for everyone.  
 
That’s looked different in different parts of the district I represent. On the Hilltop of Tacoma, it’s been focused on 
ensuring inclusive economic opportunity – fighting for affordable housing and working to ensure that when Sound 
Transit extends light rail to the area, it happens with the community rather than to the community. In Kitsap, it’s 
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meant working to protect the rights of federal workers at the Naval Shipyard who have persistently been under 
attack by the Trump Administration’s war on workers. And in Forks and Grays Harbor, I’ve focused on things like 
trying to bridge the digital divide and ensure opportunities for folks who work in our traditional natural resource 
industries. And in every part of our district, it’s meant fighting for working people – working to increase the federal 
minimum wage to $15/hour, expanding family and medical leave, and enhancing the rights of working people to 
form a union. 
 
2) We’ve got to fix our broken politics 
I’m running for re-election because I’m committed to fixing our broken politics. I have been one of the leading 
voices in Congress for reducing the role of big money and special interests in politics and for making our elections 
more secure. I’ve been endorsed by the election reform group End Citizens United for my leadership on campaign 
finance reform and for authoring legislation to ensure we know who is trying to influence our elections. 
Additionally, I was chosen by Speaker Pelosi to chair a new committee focused on making Congress work better. I 
even managed to get several reforms enacted with a unanimous vote of Democrats and Republicans on the 
committee. That work is not done – and I’m committed to seeing a Congress that works better on behalf of the 
American people. I’ve also tried to be available and accessible and accountable to the folks I represent. I’ve held 
dozens of town halls, visited with hundreds of local employers, spent time at labor halls, faith communities, service 
clubs, and schools. By working hard and knowing what matters most to the folks I represent, I’m making sure your 
voices are heard in Congress. 
 
3) We’ve got to make progress on our Democratic values 
I’ve been proud to fight for progressive change in Washington DC.  
 
That means I’m working to tackle the existential threat of climate change by putting a price on carbon, re-entering 
our nation into the Paris Climate Agreement, and getting us on-track to reach net-zero emissions by 2050. In fact, 
I’ve sponsored legislation on each one of those fronts. 
 
It means I’m fighting to make sure everyone has access to affordable, quality health care by pushing back on 
Trump’s attacks on the ACA, protecting people with preexisting conditions, and working to reduce the price of 
prescription drugs. 
 
I’m proud to have sponsored the DREAM Act to protect young immigrants who are living in fear that Donald 
Trump will deport them. 
 
I’m proud to have sponsored the Paycheck Fairness Act because – as a proud Democrat – I believe in equal pay for 
equal work. 
 
I’m proud to have sponsored a new Voting Rights Act so that nobody faces barriers to the ballot box. 
 
I’m proud to have sponsored the Equality Act because nobody should face discrimination in housing, employment 
or anything else based on who they are or who they love. 
 
I’m proud to have sponsored a bill to establish universal background checks for the purchase of a weapon. There 
have been far too many moments of silence in DC and far too few moments of action. 
 
Each one of these issues have advanced in the House but have been stopped by Mitch McConnell and Donald 
Trump. I’m not done fighting to get these things done for the people of the United States. 
 
2. What are your qualifications (traditional or not) for seeking this elected office?  
A lot of political candidates are a lot of talk. Rather than taking my word for it, I want you to know what other 
people think about the work I’ve been doing to advance our Democratic values.  
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It’s one thing to talk about campaign finance reform, but I’ve actually been a leader on campaign finance reform in 
Congress. In fact, I was awarded with the Teddy Roosevelt Courage Award by the campaign finance reform group 
Issue One for my leadership. I’m the only candidate in this race that’s been endorsed by End Citizens United. 
 
It’s one thing to talk about advancing the cause of affordable health care. It’s another to actually be doing something 
to advance the cause. I’ve been on the frontline, fighting against attacks on the affordable care act. In fact, the 
National Association of Community Health Centers and the Medicare Choices Organization both honored me for 
my efforts to ensure more people have access to quality, affordable health care. I’ve been recognized by the First 
Focus Campaign for Children for my leadership in working on children’s healthcare and I received the 
Congressional Cancer Champion Advocacy Award from One Voice Against Cancer. I’m proud to be the only 
candidate in this race endorsed by Planned Parenthood. 
 
It’s one thing to talk about protecting our environment and combating climate change. It’s another to have a record 
of progress. I am a sponsor of the bill to re-enter the Paris Climate Agreement and of the 100% Clean Economy bill 
to get our country to net zero by 2050 at the latest. I’ve sponsored the Wild Olympics bill to protect some of the 
most environmentally sensitive areas of the Olympic Peninsula. I’ve been honored by the National Parks 
Conservation Association with their Heritage Award for being the lead Democrat in working to protect our parks 
and public lands. 
 
It’s one thing to talk about protecting the interests of the eleven native American tribes that call the 6th District their 
home. It’s another thing to have a record of fighting for them. I’ve passed the Tribal Coastal Resiliency Act to help 
coastal tribes that are confronting the reality of climate change. I worked with the US Commission on Civil Rights 
to advance the Broken Promises Report, detailing the federal government’s systemic failures in meeting the needs of 
tribal communities. For that work, the National Congress of American Indians gave me their Governmental 
Leadership Award. 
 
It’s one thing to talk about ensuring people have access to quality education. It’s another to have experience 
advancing the cause. Before coming to Congress, I served on the board of Tacoma Community College, of 
Communities in Schools of Peninsula, and of the Peninsula Schools Education Foundation. In Congress, I’ve been 
proud to lead the charge on enhancing apprenticeship and career connected learning programs. I was proud to 
sponsor legislation to make college more affordable for students. And – as the son of two public schoolteachers – 
I’m proud to be the only candidate in this race endorsed by the Washington Education Association.  
 
It’s one thing to talk about jobs and standing up for workers. I invested my academic studies in economic 
development policy, worked in economic development professionally for a decade, and then focused on economic 
development as a legislator. I passed a big jobs bill when I served in the State Senate that was celebrated for creating 
more than 18,000 jobs in our state. That’s why I received the Hero of Main Street Award and was honored multiple 
times by the Washington Economic Development Association. And I’ve been a real advocate for working people, 
working to expand the rights of unions. That’s why I’m endorsed by the ILWU, the Puget Sound Metal Trades 
Council, and IUPAT District Council 5. 
 
And it’s one thing to talk about standing up for our military families and veterans. But as the representative of more 
military veterans than any other Democrat in Congress, I’ve been proud to fight for those who have served our 
country. I’ve led the charge on ensuring that – in the land of the free and the home of the brave – every brave 
servicemember has a home. I’ve worked to ensure that those who fight for our country overseas don’t have to fight 
for a job when they come home. And I’ve fought to ensure that the government keeps its promises by ensuring the 
care and benefits earned by those who serve. Because of that work, I earned the AMVETS Silver Helmet 
Congressional Service Award and received the U.S. Navy’s Distinguished Public Service Award, the highest honor 
a civilian not employed by the Navy can receive from the Secretary of the Navy. 
 
I’m proud of the fact that an article in the Washington Post identified me as one of the five most effective Democrats 
in the United States House. I’m not done fighting for our region. 
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3. What are the 1 - 3 most important issues for your district or your elected body/office?  
1. Economic justice 
When I talk to the folks I represent, I hear a lot of the same concerns, whether they live in Port Angeles or Port 
Orchard, Aberdeen or Tacoma. They want the economy to work for them rather than against them, and they want a 
job that pays a living wage.  
 
During my time as your representative, I have fought on behalf of working people. I’ve sponsored bills to increase 
the federal minimum wage to $15/hour, expand family and medical leave, enhance the rights of working people, and 
protect the federal workforce. I also opposed President Trump’s tax law, which gave big breaks to the wealthiest 
Americans while raising taxes on middle-class families. Beyond that, I’ve met with hundreds of local employers to 
identify ways to grow good jobs in our region. To that end, I secured funding to expand transit services in Tacoma 
and worked with the local community on the development of a new behavioral health hospital. I’ve sponsored 
legislation to expand access to affordable housing and have been a champion for the Tacoma Housing Authority on 
the Appropriations Committee because housing security and economic security go hand in hand. 
 
2. Healthcare justice 
The people I represent want to be able to go to the doctor and receive quality care without having to worry about 
going broke. I am also working every day to ensure the folks I represent have access to quality, affordable 
healthcare. I have fought against attacks on the Affordable Care Act and have worked to build upon that law’s 
successes. I’ve sponsored legislation to protect people with pre-existing conditions, reduce the price of prescription 
medications, expand mental healthcare, and address the opioid crisis. I believe we can, and should, provide universal 
healthcare coverage to all Americans, and to get there, I’m working to improve the ACA by adding a public option 
to increase competition in the market and setting up a system of reinsurance to help drive healthcare costs down. 
I’ve supported legislation to reduce the price of prescription drugs, and I sponsored legislation to expand Medicare 
so that it covers vision, hearing, and dental. Finally, because much of my district is rural, I’ve gone to bat for the 
rural hospitals on the Olympic Peninsula that have been put in jeopardy because of the Trump Administration’s 
mean-spirited policies. 
 
3. Environmental justice and combating the climate crisis 
The people I represent want clean air, clean water, and an earth we can pass on to the next generation.  
 
I’m advocating in DC for swift, decisive action to combat the climate crisis, because I understand that climate 
change is here, that it’s real, and that it’s time to do something about it. That’s why I’m part of the Climate Solutions 
Caucus and sponsored the Climate Action Now Act, which would reenter America into the Paris Climate 
Agreement. I’ve also sponsored legislation to put a price on carbon, because I know that if we want corporations to 
reduce their carbon footprint, we have to make them pay for it. I’ve also passed the Tribal Coastal Resiliency Act to 
help coastal tribes that are dealing with climate change.  
 
As your representative, I’m working to get our nation to net-zero emissions by 2050 at the latest. I have a coveted 
slot on the Interior and Environment Appropriations Subcommittee which puts me in a great position to fight for 
clean air and water and to be an advocate for our National Parks. Moreover, I am one of the founders of the Puget 
Sound Recovery Caucus, and I’m working to protect that extraordinary treasure for future generations. This past 
year, despite the fact that the Trump Administration proposed zeroing out all federal funding for Puget Sound, I 
secured an 18% increase in funding. I also managed to pass the Puget SOS Act with my colleague Denny Heck. 
 
4. Why should the Pierce County Democratic Party support you for this position, and how have 
you demonstrated Democratic values?  
To me endorsements aren’t just about who stands with you – they are about who you stand with. I’m proud to stand 
with the Democratic Party and its values. I’ve been a Democrat all my life. In fact, I first started going to Clallam 
County Democrat meetings as a toddler. I was president of the College Democrats as an undergrad. I was Secretary 
of the 26th District Democrats before I ever ran for office. I was a PCO. I have knocked on doors for candidates in 
the 19th, 23rd, 24th, 26th, 29th, and 35th districts. I’ve contributed my blood, sweat, tears, and money to every 
democratic organization in the district I represent. 
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Why have I done that? I’ve done that because I believe in our party and what it stands for.  
 
With Democrats in the majority, we have stood for the rule of law. And for the notion that a president should be held 
accountable for violating his oath. Despite the fact that three of the six counties I represent voted for Donald Trump, 
I did what I thought was right and voted to impeach him.  
 
I’ve been proud to be a leader in advancing the priorities of our party in the House. Just look at the top nine bills our 
party has put forward.  
 
HR 1 - a big democracy reform bill focused on reducing the role of money in politics and establishing a public 
financing system. As Democrats we know a basic truth – that money is not speech, that corporations are not people 
– and that it’s time to repeal Citizens United. HR 1 also ends partisan gerrymandering so voters choose their elected 
officials rather than elected officials choosing their voters. It requires that ANY candidate for the highest office in 
this land has to release his or her tax returns. I am a sponsor of that bill, that bill has passed the House, and is 
waiting for action in the Senate.  
 
HR 2 will be introduced shortly –a bill to modernize America’s roads and bridges and transit and water 
systems.  And because we are Democrats, when we build that infrastructure, we propose that we can also build the 
middle-class by supporting good union jobs. That will be introduced next month. 
 
HR 3 – the Lower Drug Costs Now Act.  I’ve met far too many people who have been hammered by drug costs. 
They’ve had to cut pills or skip doses.  HR 3 allows price negotiation under Medicare. It saves a ton of money for 
patients -- and for the government. We’ve proposed using some of those savings to expand Medicare to finally cover 
hearing, vision, and dental.  That is a big deal for millions of Americans across this country. I supported that bill, 
that bill has passed the House. Waiting for action in the Senate.  
  
HR 4 – A new Voting Rights Act. A year ago, I took my daughter on a civil rights pilgrimage to Selma with my 
colleague John Lewis. We crossed the Edmund Pettus Bridge where 55 years ago, John was beaten and tear-gassed 
for advocating for voting rights. Look no further than Stacy Abrams to see that the work of removing barriers to the 
ballot box is not done.  I’m a sponsor of this bill to put the teeth back in the Voting Rights Act. That bill has passed 
the House. Waiting for action in the Senate.  
 
HR 5 - the Equality Act – provides nondiscrimination protections for the LGBTQ community. It says very simply 
that nobody – in any state – should face discrimination in housing or employment or anything else based on who 
they are or who they love. I’ve sponsored it. It’s passed and waiting for action in the Senate. 
 
HR 6 - the DREAM Act – to remove the threat of deportation from Dreamers -- young people who have made 
this country their home, and who are Americans in every way but on paper. As the son of an immigrant, i sponsored 
HR 6 to fight for them. It’s passed the House. Waiting for action in the Senate. 
 
HR 7 - the Paycheck Fairness Act - embraces a very simple ethic - equal pay for equal work! When an African 
American woman is paid 64 cents on the dollar for doing the same job as a white man, that is wrong.  That’s why I 
sponsored HR 7 which has passed the House. Waiting for action in the Senate.  
  
HR 8 would require universal background checks for purchasing a weapon. When I drop my daughters off for 
school, I want them to be excited about the day. Not fearful for their safety.  Under the Republicans, Congress had 
countless moments of silence following mass shootings - but zero moments of action. That’s now changed. I am 
proud to be a sponsor of HR 8. It’s passed the House. Waiting for action in the Senate.  
 
HR 9 - Climate Action Now, a bill to reenter the US into the Paris Climate Agreement and dramatically reduce 
emissions. As Democrats, we believe in science. The climate crisis demands action. Ask the coastal tribes that are 
moving to higher ground. Ask the shellfish growers that are seeing changing ocean chemistry. I’ve sponsored bills to 
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put a price on carbon And it’s why I’m a sponsor of HR 9. That bill has passed the House. Waiting for action in the 
Senate. 
 
I could talk about dozens of other bills I’ve sponsored and that Democrats have passed. To increase the federal 
minimum wage to $15. The PRO Act - to protect the right to organize a union.  
 
As Democrats, we value equality, inclusion, and opportunity. We believe that education is the door to opportunity 
and that financial aid is the key to opening that door. We believe in protecting the environment and working to 
combat the effects of climate change. We believe that government should be powered by people, not big money. 
 
I’m asking for your endorsement not just so I can get re-elected. I’m asking for your endorsement so that I can lead 
the charge in electing Democrats up and down the ballot. Just as I have in the past, I intend to knock on doors and 
make calls for Democrats in every race in every place. 
 
5. When elected, how will you make yourself accessible, and how would you obtain constituent 
input on issues and decisions?  
As your representative, I’ve always gone the extra mile to be accessible and available to my constituents across the 
district, whether it’s a small business seeking assistance with a federal grant, a veteran having trouble navigating the 
VA, or a mother who worries about her safety and wants to share her concerns about the lack of sensible gun 
policies.  
 
No matter the topic, I pride myself on being accessible and responsible to the folks I represent. That’s why I’m 
regularly out in the community, talking with folks from all walks of life about the issues that matter to them. That’s 
why I regularly hold in-person town halls, organize Facebook Live Q&A’s, and send mail directly to people’s 
homes. I’ve made myself available on Pierce Transit buses (a rolling town hall!), Washington State ferries (a 
floating town hall!), at farmers’ markets (delicious town halls!).  
 
That’s why I’ve shown up at local Democratic meetings on a regular basis and made myself available to people. 
And that’s why I have qualified and talented staff all throughout the district who are willing and ready to get to work 
for you.  
 
6. How have you previously provided and how would you increase access and influence for 
people and groups that may lack them?  
Let me talk about policy first. One of the most powerful moments I’ve experienced as this region’s representative 
was marching with President Obama, Rep. John Lewis and hundreds of other Americans at the Edmund Pettus 
Bridge for the 50th anniversary of the Selma-to-Montgomery civil rights march. 
 
On that day, President Obama said that despite how far we’ve come, we’ve got far to go as a nation. He said, “A 
more common mistake is to suggest that racism is banished, that the work that drew men and women to Selma is 
complete, and that whatever racial tensions remain are a consequence of those seeking to play the “race card” for 
their own purposes. We don’t need the Ferguson report to know that’s not true. We just need to open our eyes, and 
ears, and hearts, to know that this nation’s racial history still casts its long shadow upon us. We know the march is 
not yet over, the race is not yet won, and that reaching that blessed destination where we are judged by the content of 
our character – requires admitting as much.” 
 
As a representative, it’s important to acknowledge that, as President Obama said, we still have work to do for racial 
equity and to build a future in line with Dr. King’s dream. 
 
We’ve got work to do when the United States Supreme Court invalidated a key component of the Voting Rights Act. 
When just last decade a town in Mississippi cancelled a municipal election rather than seeing an African American 
majority be elected to the City Council. When states have long lines to the ballot box and are passing laws to create 
barriers to people exercising their constitutional rights. It’s why we must stand up against disenfranchisement and 
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poll taxes and discriminatory voter ID laws. It’s why we need to pass a new voting rights act. That’s why I’ve called 
for an investigation into voter suppression, I’ve sponsored a new Voting Rights Act, and I’ve helped introduce a 
resolution demanding Congress pass legislation that automatically registers citizens to vote on their 18th birthday.  
 
We’ve got work to do when we know that education is the door to opportunity and yet, there remain inequities 
across our country. I’ve been active in pushing to close the education opportunity gap and to expand educational 
access. I’ve been a leader in Congress in pushing to broaden financial aid, so more students can pursue a college 
degree. 
  
We’ve got work to do when, in the most prosperous nation on the planet, one in every three Americans lives on the 
financial brink. In poverty or on the edge of poverty. When according to the US Census bureau, an African 
American woman in this nation earns 66 cents on the dollar for doing the exact same job a white man does. It’s why 
I’m a proud sponsor of the Paycheck Fairness Act. We must embrace a simple principle – equal pay for equal work. 
And we need to stand up for better wages so that someone who works hard doesn’t need to struggle simply to put 
food on the table. That’s why I’ve sponsored the Raise the Wage Act, to increase the minimum wage to $15/hour, as 
well as proposals to expand family leave and childcare, and to broaden worker protections. 
  
We’ve got work to do to keep people safe. We’ve got to work to ensure that in the United States of America a 
broken tail light doesn’t mean a death sentence. To rid our nation of inequities in sentencing – to ensure that justice 
is blind. That’s why I’ve supported efforts in Congress focused on criminal justice reform and have partnered with 
Mayor Woodards to advocate that the Justice Department fund efforts like community policing and Tacoma’s 
Project Peace Initiative.  
  
Additionally, we’ve got work to do to ensure our nation’s political discourse values and respects everyone. It’s never 
acceptable to make excuses for racism. That’s why I’ve continually stood strong against Donald Trump’s racist 
policies and sponsored bills to combat them, including the NO BAN Act to outlaw Trump’s Muslim ban, as well as 
a bill to censure President Trump after he made excuses for the extremists in Charlottesville.  
 
Finally, I’ve worked to ensure that I’m reaching out to everyone – so that I’m hearing their concerns and giving 
them the confidence that their concerns are being represented. In recent years, I’ve frequently visited Tacoma’s 
Black Collective, the Urban League, the NAACP, Centro Latino, the Asia Pacific Cultural Center, the Rainbow 
Center, Tacoma Community House, the YWCA, churches, synagogues, community groups, and other gatherings. 
I’ve been to Samoan Cultural Day, Vietnamese New Year, Cambodian tea service, Guatemalan church, Russian 
Orthodox Church, AME Church, Chinese New Year, tribal festivals, and PRIDE festivals. I’ve spent time with 
homeless constituents at shelters, with women fleeing domestic violence, with DREAMERs.  
 
Those meetings haven’t been photo ops; rather, they have informed the work I do. They’ve made me a strong 
advocate for the Equality Act and the Paycheck Fairness Act. They’ve bolstered my efforts to stand up for 
DREAMERs and other immigrants who have been under attack by this administration. I know my constituents and 
they know me. That’s how it’s supposed to work. 
 
7. Do you support unrestricted access to reproductive health care for all women, including the 
right to abortion? 
I support a woman’s right to choose. I believe a woman’s reproductive healthcare choices are between her and her 
doctor, and the government has no place in that decision. As Republicans in Congress continue to fight to impede on 
women’s rights to access abortion, I am on the frontlines pushing back against their wrongheaded attacks. As 
Republican-led states work to legislate women’s reproductive healthcare out of existence, I am working in Congress 
to ensure every woman has access to services - no matter where she lives. I’ve sponsored legislation to repeal the 
Hyde Amendment and as a member of the Appropriations Committee, I’ve fought to expand reproductive health 
care for women. I am ready to continue that fight and ensure we’re protecting women’s right to choose. I am proud 
to have the support of Planned Parenthood. 
 
8. What are the core functions of the elected office/body you seek; how can you improve them? 
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As a dad, I’m working to ensure that we fully confront our nation’s challenges so the next generation has a bright 
future. I’m pushing Congress to deliver real results that support the middle-class. I believe we can get those results if 
Congress gets more functional and more focused on progress. 
 
So how do we fix Congress? 
 
Well, about every twenty or thirty years or so, Congress realizes that things aren’t working and they create a 
committee focused on making reforms. One was created last year – the Select Committee on the Modernization of 
Congress. Because of my focus on reform and my efforts to have a Congress that functions better on behalf of the 
American people, Speaker Pelosi asked me to serve as Chair of that committee. 
 
And we are already making progress. It is the first Select Committee in modern history to actually pass 
recommendations. In fact, we’ve passed 45 recommendations dealing with making Congress more transparent, more 
accessible for people with disabilities, more capable of recruiting and retaining a diverse workforce that looks more 
like America, and better able to use technology to engage constituents. For my efforts, I was recently honored by the 
Bipartisan Policy Center. 
 
I’ve been proud to stand my ground as a lifelong Democrat. Look, as Democrats, we’re fighting to make progress on 
some life and death issues - tackling climate change, addressing structural inequities of our system, and solving the 
affordable housing crisis. It’s absolutely critical we face these issues head-on and fight with passion, and I will 
continue to stand my ground against a Trump Administration that has done real damage to the folks I represent. But 
I also believe in working to find common ground. It is challenging to make progress – particularly in a period of 
divided government – if you don’t at least try to work together to solve problems. That’s why I chair the Bipartisan 
Working Group, a group of about a dozen Democrats and a dozen Republicans who meet each week and work to 
find common ground. Those efforts have enabled me to deliver real results for my constituents. That’s why the 
Washington Post identified me as one of the five most effective Democrats in Congress.  
 
9. Please list any key endorsements.  
I am proud to have the support of a diverse coalition of progressive groups & individuals, including Planned 
Parenthood, End Citizens United, the Washington Education Association, ILWU, the Puget Sound Metal Trades 
Council, and IUPAT District Council 5. I have also received endorsements from every Democratic state legislator in 
the 6th Congressional District, including many leaders here in Pierce County, including Speaker Laurie Jinkins, 
State Senators Emily Randall & Jeannie Darnielle, Representatives Melanie Morgan & Jake Fey, Tacoma Mayor 
Victoria Woodards, Former Tacoma City Council Member Ryan Mello, and Pierce County Council Members Derek 
Young, Connie Ladenburg & Marty Campbell.  
 
IF ELECTED TO THIS POSITION (some questions may not be applicable):  
 
10. What would you do to ensure that your constituents each have a truly equal and fair 
opportunity to succeed based on merit and effort, rather than pre-existing status or classification? 
As Democrats, we believe in opportunity. We believe in leveling the playing field. And we believe in giving 
everyone a fair shake. That’s why I fight every day to make sure everyone is treated fairly under the law - that no 
matter your race, religion, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity, ability or disability, you are valued.  
 
I have been a leader on voting rights, sponsoring a new Voting Rights Act as well as vital reforms that will 
modernize our voter registration systems and ensure equal access to the ballot box for every American. I have also 
supported efforts to reform our criminal justice system and eliminate inequities in sentencing. 
 
And when my daughters enter the workforce someday, I want to be sure they earn the same pay for the same work 
as their counterparts. That’s why one of the first bills I cosponsored when I was sworn into Congress was the 
Paycheck Fairness Act to close the wage gap between men and women. 
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I have also been an advocate for the LGBTQ+ community and am a sponsor of the Equality Act to ensure that no 
one in this country faces discrimination in matters of housing and employment based on who they are or who they 
love.  
 
I work closely with the 11 tribes I represent, because I understand why it is necessary for the federal government to 
fulfill its treaty and trust obligations. I also know that in our unique government-to-government relationship, it is 
vital for the federal government to treat tribal members fairly and ensure they are supported & heard. That’s why I 
view the tribes in our region as partners, and as a Member of the Congressional Native American Caucus, I am 
working to be a champion for all tribes. For my work with the sovereign nations in our region, I received the 2020 
Congressional Leadership Award from the National Congress of American Indians. 
 
Beyond that, I’ve supported economic policies to level the playing field. Part of the reason I’ve worked on education 
policies like trying to reduce drop-outs and trying to enhance college affordability is based on my view that those 
efforts are central to addressing income inequality. If education is the door to economic opportunity, then we need to 
make sure that door is open for everybody.  
 
11. What benefits and problems come from increasing population; how would you address them?  
Washington state is lucky to have a vibrant and diverse economy, and our state was one of the fastest to recover after 
the devastating recession a few years ago. That’s bringing an influx of people to our region, but the new growth isn’t 
being felt uniformly across the state. In Seattle, many are struggling with skyrocketing costs of living and housing 
costs, while other areas are struggling with persistent high unemployment and a lack of economic opportunity. The 
thing that’s most important to me - what most directly affects the folks I represent - is the lack of opportunity and 
infrastructure that’s needed to help our region’s workers compete in our fast-changing economy.  
 
My number one job is to create more opportunities for more people in more places so that the largest export from 
our region doesn’t have to be our kids seeking better opportunities someplace else. That’s what got me into public 
service in the first place. I spent a decade working in economic development in Tacoma and have taken that 
experience to work for you. 
 
That means the large part of my focus is fighting for smart investments in people. Corporate profits and returns to 
shareholders have increased substantially since the recession, but workers haven't had nearly as much opportunity to 
share in the benefits of economic growth. That's why I am proud to cosponsor legislation like the Raise the Wage 
Act to increase the federal minimum wage to $15 an hour, and to reform our labor laws to give unions and workers 
more negotiating power and better workplace protections. 
 
I’m also working to pass a massive infrastructure modernization bill that would bring our region - and our country - 
into the 21st century. If you’ve driven on I-5 lately, you know that the speed limit signs are only there for nostalgic 
purposes. We’re at a standstill - literally - across the region, and that’s in no small part due to our growth. We need 
to invest in green infrastructure that will provide good, union jobs across the region and invest in modern, 
multimodal solutions. The House Democrats will soon introduce HR2, a bill to do exactly that, and intend to be a 
proud sponsor of that bill.  
 
Finally, we’ve seen real challenges with housing affordability. We need a lot more housing units. That’s why I’ve 
sponsored legislation to put the Low-Income Housing Tax Credit on steroids. That’s why I’ve worked so closely 
with the Tacoma Housing Authority on efforts to expand access to affordable housing. It’s why I’ve fought to 
expand access to Section 8 vouchers. It’s why I’ve cosponsored legislation to encourage land use policies that 
enable more density (e.g., inclusive zoning, accessory dwelling units).  
 
12. How would you support workers, including union workers, whether employed privately or by 
government? 
Everyone deserves dignity and respect at their place of work, and I have worked hard as your representative to 
ensure workers receive the support they need from their federal government. That’s why I’m working to grow good 
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jobs in our region that pay a living wage. And that’s why I support increasing the minimum wage to $15/hour, 
because all workers deserve to receive fair compensation for their work.  
 
I’m proud to fight for organized labor, which is why I have a lifetime rating of 92% from the AFL-CIO. There’s a 
reason I’ve been early endorsed by the ILWU, the Puget Sound Metal Trades Council, the Washington Education 
Association, and IUPAT District Council 5. 
 
I have been an advocate for unions and working families my whole life, even picketing with the teachers’ unions in 
my hometown. Since taking this office in 2013, I have engaged with unions across the 6th district and Washington 
State with an ongoing dialogue between union members and my office.  
 
The largest employer in my district is the federal government. I support federal employees and am grateful for the 
work they do. They are talented individuals who are dedicated to making government work and helping their fellow 
Americans. They put in an honest day’s work and expect to be paid for their efforts. Following years of service, they 
rightfully expect that the nation will uphold its end of the deal, rewarding workers for their commitment, longevity, 
and service. I respect that, and I believe that federal employees should get the compensation, benefits, and respect 
that they have earned. 
 
Unfortunately, President Trump does not share this opinion. He has taken actions to undermine the well-being of our 
federal workforce, including issuing an executive order that aimed to prevent federal employees from receiving a 
raise in Fiscal Year 2019, as well as additional proposed cuts to the benefits of federal retirees on fixed incomes. He 
issued union-busting executive orders designed to prevent the use of “official time” for union activities and 
demanding that the union pays rent for the work that it does representing workers. These actions are wrong – and I 
strongly oppose this Administration’s attacks on the federal workforce. 
 
That’s why I am the main sponsor of legislation to repeal the Trump Executive Orders. It’s why as a member of the 
House Appropriations Committee, I have fought to include a federal employee pay raise in past funding bills, 
including a 3.1 percent raise in Fiscal Year 2020 and have worked to beat back attacks on federal worker health 
benefits and pensions. Additionally, I am a sponsor of the Federal Adjustment of Income Rates (FAIR) Act to give 
our federal workers a raise. The federal government should not treat federal workers like a piggy-bank – especially 
when the federal workforce has already been the largest contributor to deficit reduction. 
 
I’m also leading the charge to expand the use of Project Labor Agreements so that when the federal government 
invests in building a project, it doesn’t just build a road or a bridge or a building – it also builds the middle-class and 
the next generation of workers. I led the effort to ensure that President Obama’s Executive Order 13502 is effective 
in a meaningful way so more federal agencies use Project Labor Agreements (PLA) to complete projects across the 
country. Additionally, I led a bipartisan letter to then-Labor Secretary Tom Perez to reconstitute the White House 
PLA working group and meet with labor leaders to discuss how to increase the use of PLAs. These agreements 
provide good paying jobs, ensure projects are completed on time, and completed projects are safe for workers and 
boost local communities.  
 
Additionally, I have introduced legislation in Congress that would create and expand apprenticeship programs - 
programs that will diversify the trades workforce with more women, veterans, and people from communities of 
color. I’ve fought to protect unions’ right to collectively bargain, strengthen and improve our workers’ compensation 
system, and ensure workers’ privacy is protected and prioritized. Not only did I vote for the PRO Act – I was a 
sponsor of it. That bill that would make it easier for workers to unionize. 
 
13. What policies and actions would you take to protect and improve the natural environment? 
a) Fight like hell to protect clean water 
As someone who grew up in our region, I understand how important our waters are to our way of life. We live in the 
most beautiful place on earth, and I want to keep it that way for future generations. That’s why I’m on the frontline 
pushing back against the Trump Administration’s anti-environment policies.  
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On behalf of virtually everyone in our state, I voiced our strong opposition to offshore drilling to the Interior 
Secretary and helped pass appropriations language to prohibit drilling off our coast.  
 
I helped found the Puget Sound Recovery Caucus, and I’ve been on the front-line combating President Trump’s 
proposed elimination of all federal funding for Puget Sound recovery and for salmon restoration. Not only did we 
prevent the elimination of funding for Puget Sound – we increased it by 18%! That’s why it matters to have a 
Democrat from our region serving on the Appropriations Committee! I have worked hand in hand with our tribes on 
investments to recover our salmon populations and uphold treaty obligations.  
 
b) Fight like hell to protect our parks and public lands 
I’ve fought the Trump Administration’s proposals to open up our public lands to the highest bidders. What’s more 
I’m pushing for actions to protect our parks and public lands. I introduced the Wild Olympics Act, which would 
protect our ancient forests on the Olympic Peninsula. I introduced the Restore Our Parks and Public Lands Act and 
the National Park Service Legacy Act to address the maintenance backlog in our parks - so that our nation’s best 
idea survives for the next generation. I’ve also sponsored legislation to permanently authorize – and fund – the Land 
and Water Conservation Fund. 
 
c) Fight like hell for action to address the climate crisis 
I understand that the need for action is real, and that climate change isn’t a hypothetical. Our communities are 
feeling the sting of the climate crisis now - ask the coastal tribes who are in the process of moving to higher ground, 
and ask the shellfish growers who are seeing changing ocean chemistry. As a member of the Energy & Water 
Subcommittee of Appropriations, I’m on the frontline advocating for increased funding for clean energy and for 
progress on climate change. I’ve sponsored legislation to re-enter the Paris Climate Treaty. I’ve sponsored 
legislation called the 100% Clean Economy Act to get to economy-wide net-zero emissions by 2050 at the latest. 
I’ve sponsored legislation to put a price on carbon. I’ve sponsored legislation to stop giving tax breaks to Big Oil.  
 
This crisis requires action – not bumper stickers. I’m a leader in the Sustainable Energy & Environment Caucus and 
the Climate Solutions Caucus, and I’m proud that this year the House has passed my Ocean Acidification Innovation 
Act (to increase federal research on changing ocean chemistry) as well as the Tribal Coastal Resiliency Act (to help 
our region’s tribes address the impacts of climate change on their homelands). 
 
14. What would you do to increase housing access and decrease income inequality? 
I wish I could tell you that there was a “silver bullet” to addressing these issues, but I don’t think that would be 
honest. Rather, I think it’s more like silver buckshot. There are a whole bunch of things that we need to be working 
on. 
 
First and foremost, we need to create more economic opportunities for more people in more places. That means we 
need to be making smart investments in education and training. It means we need to invest in the infrastructure that 
can support job growth – things like roads and bridges and broadband and transit.  
 
Beyond that, we need to make sure that, as we work to grow our economy, there are more good jobs and that work 
actually pays. I’ve sponsored legislation to enhance the ability to form a union because we know that union jobs are 
more likely to offer good pay and benefits. Like a lot of people, I was really disappointed when Congress passed a 
tax reform bill that gave a big break to rich people and corporations but did nothing for folks who are struggling.  
 
With that in mind, I’m pushing for tax reform that would help working people like you. I’ve sponsored legislation to 
dramatically increase the earned income tax credit – to help make work pay more – and to provide tax relief for 
meeting basic expenses like child care. Beyond that, I’ve sponsored a bill to increase the minimum wage to $15 and 
to ensure equal pay for equal work because we know that there are gender pay inequities. I’ve sponsored bills to 
expand access to quality, affordable healthcare because we know that too many people are an illness or an accident 
away from going broke. I’m pushing for investments that help people from across Tacoma reach different parts of 
the city more easily. I helped secure a $75 million grant for the extension of the TacomaLink program which will 
fund new stops at the Medical Mile, Hilltop and the Stadium district.  
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On top of that, even if someone is able to get a decent job, it can be a struggle to access affordable housing. In a 
nutshell, we need a whole lot more housing. We need more workforce housing. We need more senior citizen 
housing. We need more low-income housing. We need more middle-class housing. We need more housing – period.  
 
To that end, I’ve supported several initiatives to help get us on the right track. As a member of the House 
Appropriations Committee, I've fought to protect key federal programs like the HOME Investment Partnership 
Program and the Self-Help Homeownership Opportunity Program (SHOP) that communities depend on to continue 
investing in new affordable housing. All of these have been slated for elimination in the Trump budgets, but as an 
appropriator, I’ve been able to be on the frontline in fighting to protect this vital funding. Beyond that, I am proud to 
cosponsor the Affordable Housing Credit Improvement Act to help build on the success of the Low 
Income Housing Tax Credit. I’ve cosponsored legislation to encourage land use policies that enable more density 
(e.g., inclusive zoning, accessory dwelling units). I’ve also advocated for mixed-use residential and retail buildings 
in our businesses districts to support more affordable housing options. On all of these efforts, I’ve worked closely 
with the Tacoma Housing Authority.  
 
It is essential that folks can actually afford to stay in the housing they already have. I’ve fought to expand access to 
Section 8 vouchers that provide vital assistance for people. We need to put that program on steroids. I’m working to 
move legislation to provide eviction protections for people – particularly in light of the coronavirus. 
 
Finally, we need to have a strong safety net to lend a hand to folks who are struggling. While the economy has 
begun to improve in some respects, too many individuals and families are still struggling to earn a decent living and 
put food on the table. I’ve been a big supporter of the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) because 
it helps folks around our region stretch their monthly budgets to ensure they don’t have to choose between putting 
food on the table and other basic needs like rent, gas, or medical care. I remain committed to protecting this critical 
safety net and have recently fought against efforts by the Trump Administration that would change the calculation of 
the federal poverty line—an action that would threaten the financial security of millions of Americans. 
 
15. Identify any budget challenges for your elected office/body; how would you deal with them? 
There are really three big things that the federal government needs to deal with from a budget standpoint. 
 
First – with the coronavirus causing massive economic disruption, the federal government will need to undertake a 
significant stimulus effort focused on helping families. I have been one of the leaders in the Democratic effort to 
provide paid sick leave, paid family leave, low-interest loans to small businesses, and expanded unemployment 
insurance for people impacted by this. This is just a first step and the federal government will need to do far more. 
 
Second – we need to get a handle on our nation’s long-term fiscal challenges. I opposed the tax bill that blew an 
additional trillion dollar-plus hole in the debt, with the benefits largely accruing to the wealthiest 1% of Americans. I 
think Congress should repeal these tax breaks for the wealthiest few and focus on helping middle-class families and 
those struggling to make ends meet. I also think Congress should end tax breaks for Big Oil and fossil fuels 
companies. Beyond that, as a member of the Defense Appropriations Subcommittee, I’ve fought to cut spending on 
things that don’t make sense for taxpayers – or for our servicemembers. The military has said that we have more 
bases than we can support (particularly with bases overseas); and, yet, Congress has prohibited the Defense 
Department from even studying the issue of base closures. That’s dumb, and I’m working to change it.  
 
Finally, we often see bad budget outcomes (with shutdowns and continuing resolutions and the like) due to budget 
processes. As Chair of the Select Committee on the Modernization of Congress, I’m pushing for some reforms to the 
budget process. I want to remove the influence special interests play in the process and restore the voice of the 
people. 
 
16. How will you approach safety, police, and court system issues – and what are they? 
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In my view, we must work to address sentencing reform and mandatory minimum sentences that fail to focus 
resources on violent offenders. Being more strategic about sentencing can enable a smarter use of resources and can 
reduce recidivism. 
 
We must also invest in repairing the relationship between law enforcement and our communities. I’ve worked with 
the City of Tacoma to secure funding from the Department of Justice for efforts like Project Peace and other efforts 
that build trust. 
 
Our society would benefit from giving those who serve time in prison more opportunities to rehabilitate themselves. 
Prison reform should address the lack of opportunities and programs that may place previously incarcerated 
individuals on a more hopeful path toward a productive future. To that end, I’m proud to be a co-sponsor of the 
Restoring Education and Learning (REAL) Act which would restore Pell Grant eligibility for incarcerated 
individuals in Federal and State penal institutions. I support this bill because it matters to me that incarcerated 
individuals can access educational opportunities that can lead to a more hopeful future. 
 
I supported the passage of the FIRST STEP Act. This bill would help reduce the risk that those who are incarcerated 
will become repeat offenders. Specifically, it delivers increased funding to provide services like education, job skills 
training, and drug treatment. This legislation also allows prisoners to maintain bonds with their families so that upon 
release from their time served, they have a support network to help them make the transition back into society. This 
bill doesn’t solve all of the problems with the current system (for example, I’d like to see Congress take up the issue 
of sentencing reform as well). Having said that, I think this bill makes progress for community safety and for giving 
people a second chance.  
 
Finally, I don’t think you can address these issues without also addressing mental health. Access to quality mental 
health care has a strong, positive effect on folks who receive it—and communities that provide it. Increasing the 
number of mental health professionals would increase access to care and help all those who need it. Doing so would 
relieve local hospitals, jails, and communities (all of which are caring for those in need due to the lack of providers 
and treatment facilities), of ever-growing pressures to provide for those needing services in less suitable settings.  
That’s why I led the community coalition to build new mental health beds in Pierce County. It’s why I’ve sponsored 
a variety of bills focused on providing greater federal support for mental health services. And it’s why, as a member 
of the House Appropriations Committee, I have been a vocal advocate for the critical funding of mental health 
services. 
 
17. Finally, any additional comments you would like to share with the Committee: 
I’m conscious that I’ve given you thirteen pages worth of answers already! I’ve got a lot to say on these issues 
because I care about them – and about my constituents! I am working my tail off for the people of my district. I 
make myself available to them, and I represent their interests – not special interests. It’s easy for political candidates 
to make a lot of promises. I hope you look at my record of action and accomplishment. I ask for your endorsement. 
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