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2020 Pierce County Democrats Endorsement Questionnaire 
-Judicial Election- 

Candidate Name: ______Judge Clarence Henderson, Jr.__________________ 

Position sought: _______Superior Court, Dept. 21_______________________ 

Date submitted: _______April 25, 2020_______________________________   

In judicial elections, the Pierce County Democratic Central Committee (Pierce County Democrats) seeks to 
endorse well qualified candidates with the education, experience, ability, and temperament to reach just 
decisions in the individual cases brought before them and who will also seek to make the justice system more 
understandable, accessible, and equitable for all.  The Endorsements Committee screens candidates for and 
makes endorsement recommendations to the Pierce County Democrats.   

The Pierce County Democrats may withdraw endorsement of any judicial candidate it determines has acted in 
conflict with the answers provided during the screening process or it determines has violated the letter or the 
spirit of the Code of Judicial Conduct or the Rules of Professional Conduct. 

You may respond N/A (not applicable) if appropriate.  Expand or decrease space as needed. 

Questions 

1. Why are you running for this particular position?   
I am running to retain the seat to which I was appointed to continue to help kids and families.  I was a public 
defender for 13 years helping kids and families one at a time.  I wanted to have a broader impact and made 
the decision to join the bench, first as a Court Commissioner and now as a Judge.  It has been an honor to be 
a servant leader in all three of those roles and I hope to continue my service to the Pierce County 
community. 

2. What are your qualifications for seeking this office, and what was the nature of your law practice? 
I practiced law for 13 years dealing with simple and complex criminal defense litigation, as well as juvenile 
proceedings.  During my tenure practicing law, I practiced in the adult felony, delinquency and adult 
misdemeanor units.  I was appointed a Court Commissioner in December 2018.  I have presided over 
hundreds of hearings for family law, probate, guardianship, domestic violence, unlawful detainer, minor 
settlements, delinquency, parentage and dependency matters.  My legal experience is diverse, as I also 
served seven years as a Commissioner on the Washington State Human Rights Commission, which is a 
quasi-judicial position.  My duties on the Commission involved making administrative rulings (as part of a 
five-member commission) on matters related to alleged civil rights violations and advocating in 
communities across the state for access to justice, diversity and inclusion. 
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3. If your past legal practice has emphasized one area of law, how will you prepare to decide other 
disputes and demonstrate to litigants that you can competently do so? 
I have dealt with this issue in my role as a Court Commissioner.  As a criminal defense lawyer, I had little to 
no civil experience outside of volunteering in the civil clinics.  The Superior Court judges were aware of my 
reputation as a quick study and hard worker.  To get up to speed, I worked 14 to 16 hour-days during my 
first few months as a Court Commissioner.  I did so in order to be a good servant to the people who appear 
in court.  Individuals seeking justice have the right to expect the judicial officer to be prepared to conduct 
their hearings and to be familiar with the law and legal issues.  I quickly gained a reputation as a fair, even 
tempered judicial officer who was prepared for his hearings.  As a judge, I am once again learning new 
procedures and areas of law, and I have continued to employ the same work ethic that made me successful 
as an attorney and then as a Court Commissioner. 

4. What are the most important issues for the jurisdiction you would serve or for the court you seek to 
join? 
We need to ensure that despite the current medical crisis in our community, individuals are able to access 
the court system.  The most important issues moving forward are resuming hearings and trials virtually, jury 
service, and being vigilant about access to justice to low income persons throughout this period.  

5. Why should the Pierce County Democratic Party support you for this position? 
I have both the legal and life experience to be a servant leader from the bench.  The combination of my 
experience as an attorney, court commissioner, human rights commissioner, and community advocate will 
bring a diverse skill set to compliment an already stellar group of judges. 

6. If you hold any Democratic Party values, how have you demonstrated them? 
I humbly seek your endorsement; but as a judicial officer, I remain non-partisan. 

7. Please list any key endorsements. 
I have been endorsed by all 20 remaining superior court judges as well as Justice Helen Whitener, before 
she joined the Washington State Supreme Court.  I have also been endorsed by Mayor Victoria Woodards, 
Deputy Mayor Keith Blocker, T’wina Nobles and a host of other judges and attorneys. 

8. Provide ratings from any Bar Associations, either in this election or a prior one. 
This year I was rated Exceptionally Well Qualified by Tacoma-Pierce County Bar Association, Washington 
Women Lawyers, Joint Asian Judicial Evaluation Committee, Latina/o Bar Association of Washington and 
QLaw -The LGBTQ+ Bar Association of Washington.  I have sought no other ratings at this time and have 
not been rated previously. 

9. Has any professional or disciplinary body made a finding that you violated any rule or code of 
judicial or professional conduct?  If so, please provide a full explanation. 
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No. 

10. To what Bar groups or sections do you belong now or have belonged to in the past? 
Washington State Bar Association, member. 

11. When in law school did you participate in a bar review publication?  What was your final class rank? 
I did not participate in a bar review publication.  I do not recall my final class rank. 

12. How have you supported pro bono or low-cost legal services? 
In addition to public defense, as a lawyer, I participated monthly in the Volunteer Legal Services clinic to 
assist low income persons with probate and landlord-tenant matters. 

13. Do you have a judicial philosophy?  If so, what is it? 
I believe in compassionate, consistent and culturally competent judgement. 

14. How is being a judge different than being a lawyer, if it is? 
Judges are neutral decision makers.  We advocate only for access to justice and fairness to all who seek to 
have matters heard in the court system. 

IF ELECTED TO THIS POSITION…..  
15. How would you educate and inform the public about your court and the justice system? 

I would educate and inform the public by direct, community engagement at community meetings, especially 
on the importance of jury duty.    

16. What would you do to provide greater access to the civil judicial system for non-wealthy people? 
I would waive fees for indigent persons, where appropriate, thereby removing certain initial financial 
barriers.  I am also an advocate for online filing and remote systems to alleviate, as much as possible, the 
need to spend resources getting to the County-City Building. 

17. If you think that the judicial system improperly produces different results for certain groups or 
classifications, what would you do to remedy that problem? 
I must apply the facts to the law and be consistent in my approach to justice.  That being said; as a judge it 
is important to know what legal alternatives are available and have the wisdom and courage to know when 
to exercise those alternatives to provide meaningful opportunities where appropriate.   

18. Do you think there is a problem with the way in which legal financial obligations or other costs and 
fines are currently imposed on criminal defendants?  If so, what would you do to remedy that 
problem? 
Pierce County recently held an LFO Day where approximately 1000 people were relieved of qualifying 
legal financial obligations.  I also support our court practice to waive non-mandatory legal financial 
obligations for indigent persons 
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19. Do you support or oppose alternatives to criminal prosecution, such as drug courts, mental health 
courts, diversion programs, etc.?  What changes would you make, if any? 
I support therapeutic courts and diversion programs.  Those programs are just as much necessary for the 
well-being of our communities as appropriate sentencing for serious offenders is for our safety.   

20. How would you approach any caseload or court congestion issues? 
A key to controlling court congestion is to be prepared to handle hearings and requiring others (lawyers, 
etc.) to do the same, which sometimes means working extra hours.  Case continuances are a reality, but a 
consistent approach of preparedness should stem the need to continue many cases. 

21. Is there anything else you would like to share with the Committee? 
N/A 
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