The Role of a PCO

PCOs have the following basic

responsibilities:

Know the voters in your precinct. Figure
out which are Democrats and which are
Republicans. Find out what issues
motivate your neighbors—and make sure
all that information is available to local
parties and campaigns.

Coordinate with campaigns in educating
voters and generating interest in the
election on behalf of candidates and
ballot measures.

Attend legislative district and county
organization meetings. Make sure the
voices of voters in your precinct are
heard in local party decisions.

Nominate candidates for office in
partisan races. The State Party’s Rules for
Nominations give local PCOs the power
to chose the party’s nominees.

Participate in the appointment process
when vacancies occur in partisan offices.
When a vacancy occurs, PCOs choose
which candidates are submitted to the
county council for appointment.

Chair your precinct caucus during
presidential election years under the
direction of your local party chair.

Stay in touch with your local chair or
PCO coordinator.

Resources

We want you to be the best PCO you can be. We
know that this may be a new experience for many
of you. If you have any questions, here are places
you can go for help.

Your Local Party Organization

If you aren’t connected with your local party
organization already, find it online at www.wa-
democrats.org/local.

The State Party
You can find information about the State Party on

our website (www.wa-democrats.org) or by calling
us at (206) 583-0664x123.

The Secretary of State

Washington’s Secretary of State manages our
elections. You can find valuable information on the
Secretary of State’s webpage (www.vote.wa.gov),
and can call the office at (360) 902-4180 with
questions about voter registration, deadlines, and
election law.

The State Party is always working on improving
the level of training provided to our PCO:s. If you
have any questions about being a PCO, or
suggestions on how we can improve, contact State
Party Affairs Manager Greg Haffner at greg@wa-
democrats.org.
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Congratulations on
your election or
appointment as a

Precinct Committee
Officer.

As a PCO, you are the
primary conduit
between voters in
your neighborhood
and the Democratic
Party. In order to
carry out this
important duty, you
will need to get to
know both the voters
in your precinct, and
the Democratic Party
in your area.

This brochure has
been designed to give
you enough
information to start
acting on both of these
responsibilities, and to
point you in the
proper direction to
find more information.
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