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2020 Pierce County Democrats Endorsement Questionnaire 
-Partisan Election- 

Candidate name: Ryan N. Mello 

Position sought: Pierce County Council, District 4 

Date submitted: April 18, 2020 

Candidate qualities and conduct:  The Pierce County Democratic Central Committee endorses 
and supports qualified Democrats seeking elected office. When deciding whether to recommend 
endorsement, the Endorsements Committee may consider the candidate’s dedication to 
Democratic Party values and principles, the viability of the campaign, and the candidate’s 
qualifications for office, among other things. Endorsed candidates are discouraged from 
supporting non-Democratic candidates or from supporting any candidate who doesn’t represent 
Democratic values. Endorsed candidates should distinguish themselves from any Democratic 
opponents in an objectively fair, informational, and non-confrontational fashion.  

By submitting this endorsement questionnaire, I publicly affirm: 
• I am a Democrat and will uphold Democratic Party values. 
• I will abide by the above principles of conduct. 

You may respond N/A (not applicable) if appropriate.  Expand or decrease space as needed. 

Questions 

1. Why are you running for this particular office? 
 
I believe that bold, competent and experienced leadership is needed now more than ever in the 
face of our public health crisis.  The harm to our safety net, economic security and healthcare 
system will be severe and felt for years.  As we rebuild our institutions and economy, we must do 
so from the middle-out, not the top-down and advance protections for working families to come 
out of this crisis stronger than when we entered it so that we can be more resilient in the future.  I 
learned from my service on the Tacoma City Council that the major issues facing our community 
cannot only be addressed at the city level in order to have high impact.  Affordable housing and 
limiting displacement of working people, homelessness, tackling our behavioral health crisis, 
addressing our climate emergency, expanding our transit system and reducing traffic congestion 
and building an economy that works for everyone must be done at the county and regional level.  
That is why I want to take my record of bold, effective leadership and history of 
accomplishments for working people to the Pierce County Council.

	1
PCDCC Endorsement Questionnaire for Ryan Mello



2. What are your qualifications (traditional or not) for seeking this elected office?   

Elected to the Metro Parks Board of Commissioners in 2005; Appointed to the Tacoma City 
Council in 2010; Elected to the Tacoma City Council in 2011 and 2015, Non-profit Board service 
including the Greater Tacoma Community Foundation, Transportation Choices Coalition, Equal 
Rights Washington and the Tacoma Historical Society.  I have served on the Boards of Pierce 
Transit, the Puget Sound Regional Council (chairing the Growth Management Policy Board for 4 
years), the Puget Sound Clean Air Agency, Chairing the Pierce County Flood Control Zone 
District Advisory Committee and Chaired the City of Tacoma’s Infrastructure Planning & 
Sustainability Committee for 6 years – these policy committees and other experiences have 
grounded me in the issues facing the Pierce County Council and our region. I have led the Pierce 
Conservation District as the Executive Director since January of 2012.  At the conservation 
District, we are a staff of 32 professionals working to clean our water, improve habitat for fish 
and wildlife, improve soil health and support working farmers and support our local food system. 

3. What are the 1 - 3 most important issues for your district or your elected body/office?   
 
The world has changed dramatically since I first announced my candidacy in December of 2019. 
The three most important issues facing Piece County are first, recovering our economy, safety net 
and institutions after the pandemic and ensuring our recovery is built from the middle-out, not 
the top-down.  Second, affordable housing and limiting displacement as we grow and third 
homelessness which is tied very strongly to our behavioral health system. 

4. Why should the Pierce County Democratic Party support you for this position, and how have 
you demonstrated Democratic values?   

The Pierce County Democratic Party should support my candidacy because I am a trusted and 
tested Democratic candidate with experience in moving a bold, Democratic and progressive 
agenda at both the Tacoma Metro Parks Board and the Tacoma City Council.  I have a history of 
leading and advancing policies for labor and working people, LGBTQ people, women, low 
income and working people, the environment, disabled people, to improve gun safety and others 
who make up the heart of our Democratic Party.  

I am the Democratic Precinct Committee Officer in precinct 27-481.  I have dedicated my 
professional and civic life to advancing the principles of the Democratic party including being a 
founding Board Member of Equal Rights Washington (Washington State’s political voice for the 
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LGBTQ community), serving on the Board of Transportation Choices Coalition (Washington 
States’ political voice advancing transit and non-motorized transportation policies and funding), 
working for a Democratic lawmaker for 3 years, leading and supporting many Democratic 
candidates’ campaigns for public office and working professionally to conserve our air, soil, 
water, parks, fish and wildlife habitats, farm and forest lands and other natural resources. I would 
be honored to take my tested Democratic values to the Pierce County Council. 

5. When elected, how will you make yourself accessible, and how would you obtain constituent 
input on issues and decisions?   

When elected, I will remain very accessible.  I make my personal mobile number very available, 
take every meeting requested by constituents and make responding to email and constituent 
requests a high priority with quick turnaround.  I will continue to make a point of being present 
at legislative district and County Democratic meetings, labor council meetings and neighborhood 
and business district meetings to share information and hear ideas and concerns.  I will also 
conduct twice annual virtual townhalls to share some progress and initiatives at Pierce County 
and take ideas, feedback and concerns from constituents.   

6. How have you previously provided and how would you increase access and influence for 
people and groups that may lack them?   
 
I have advanced policies that have increased access and influence of historically marginalized 
communities for the LGBTQ community, organized labor, people of color, women and others 
through initiatives such as non-discrimination laws, domestic partnerships, marriage equality, 
paid sick and safe leave, minimum wage increases, co-sponsoring the establishment of the Office 
of Equity & Empowerment at the City of Tacoma, supporting the improvement of apprenticeship 
policies, contracting for minority and women-owned businesses and more.   

On the Pierce County Council, I will work to establish an Office of Equity, Empowerment & 
Human Rights so that policies and procedures may be reviewed and implemented with a strong 
equity lens.  I will also work to move the business of the Pierce County Council to hours more 
accessible to most people – in the evening and after working hours for most people so that 
citizens may engage at a time more convenient for them.   

7. Do you support unrestricted access to reproductive health care for all women, including the 
right to abortion?  
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Yes, the unrestricted access to reproductive health care is essential for women’s health, safety 
and economic empowerment.  

8. What are the core functions of the elected office/body you seek; how can you improve them? 

The Pierce County Council is the legislative branch of government for Pierce County.  The 
Council sets policy for the County and develops a budget for general operations and County 
utilities and special districts.  County government provides basic, local services to citizens in 
unincorporated Pierce County – everything from permitting and planning to public safety and 
public works and human services.  Pierce County provides justice services and human and 
behavioral health services to everyone in Pierce County.  Pierce County also plays major roles in 
county-wide and regional governance of transit, growth management, environmental protection, 
economic development and transportation and infrastructure development.   

With a Republican controlled County Council for many years and Republican County Executive, 
many Democratic priorities and principles have failed.  I will work hard to advance the 
behavioral health sales tax revenues for dedicated behavioral health services, more protection for 
our working farm and forestlands, marine shorelines and other critical habitat lands, improve 
transit infrastructure and access, stronger apprenticeship utilization policies on public works 
projects, prioritize the use of veterans, mental health and other alternative courts so that our 
justice system stems the tide of recidivism of non-violent offenders especially and a Climate 
Action Plan that adheres to the current science and public health emergencies.  

9. Please list any key endorsements.   

I am very honored to be endorsed by elected officials such as Congressmen Derek Kilmer and 
Denny Heck, Puyallup Tribal Council Member Annette Bryan, Speaker Laurie Jinkins, Senator 
Jeannie Darneille, Representatives Jake Fey, Christine Kilduff and Mari Leavitt, Pierce County 
Council Members Connie Ladenburg and Derek Young, Tacoma Mayor Victoria Woodards, 
Tacoma Deputy Mayor Keith Blocker, Tacoma City Council Members Catherine Ushka, Chris 
Beale, Lilian Hunter, Kristina Walker, Robert Thoms and former Council Members Anders Ibsen 
and Justin Camarata, Fircrest Mayor Hunter George, University Place School Board Member 
T’Wina Nobles, Tacoma School Board Member Lisa Keating, Former Congressman Norm Dicks 
and many other community and grassroots leaders.  

IF ELECTED TO THIS POSITION (some questions may not be applicable):  

10. What would you do to ensure that your constituents each have a truly equal and fair 
opportunity to succeed based on merit and effort, rather than pre-existing status or classification? 
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I will work to advance policies that protect our must vulnerable and the middle class.  This 
includes protecting our social and human service safety net, support access to education – both 
K-12 and higher education, support apprenticeship utilization and other policies that help invest 
in the middle class and support our economy growing from the middle-out, not the top-down.  
We need contracting policies that support local minority and women-owned businesses as there 
have been longstanding historical inequities in who is able to win county contracts. We need an 
Office of Equity, Empowerment and Human Rights to establish policies and procedures long-
term to ensure equity, diversity and inclusion are cornerstones to decisions and we understand 
the inequities of decisions.  We need to ensure ethics and conflict of interest policies are being 
followed and strengthened to ensure entities and people being employed by the County or 
winning County contracts are doing so based on merit and effort, rather than pre-existing status 
or classification.   

11. What benefits and problems come from increasing population; how would you address them?   
 
Increasing population often causes more congestion, increasing costs of living, the need for more 
human services and other concerns.  Increasing population brings more consumers that often 
create more vibrant communities able to sustain more small businesses, restaurants, bars, arts and 
entertainment venues, non-profits serving our communities, a strong tax base, transit-supported 
densities to allow transit to serve communities more frequently and longer in to the morning and 
night and more employment and recreation opportunities.   

I would address the downsides of population growth by investing and supporting the expansion 
of transit and other infrastructure upgrades such as sidewalks, crosswalks, parks, trails and other 
recreational opportunities and public safety.  We cannot ask our citizens to live in a more 
compact, crowded environment and not increase the quality of life at the same time to support 
this growth.  We can invest in our needed infrastructure by ensuring new development 
agreements and developments pay their fair share of costs associated with the new development 
– including for schools, roads and sidewalks, transit, utilities, parks and other necessary services.  

12. How would you support workers, including union workers, whether employed privately or by 
government? 

I will support workers, whether employed privately or by government by supporting the 
following: 

• Advancing Community Workforce Agreements for major public works projects, 
• Increasing apprenticeship utilization programs and enforcement of the utilization, 
• Publicly and vocally support workers who are bargaining in current work places or 

organizing new work places to ensure they are treated fairly and with dignity and respect, 
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• Strongly oppose any right-to-work policies at the local or state level and improve the 
ability for workers to join a union and bargain collectively, 

• Walk picket-lines with workers doing informational pickets or striking for better working 
conditions, pay or benefits, and 

• Support policies and funding to make childcare and healthcare more affordable, protect 
public pensions, paid sick and safe leave and increasing the minimum wage, 

• Listen to workers and those representing workers to find additional ways to increase the 
voice and influence of working people in private and public work places.   

13. What policies and actions would you take to protect and improve the natural environment? 

I would advocate for policies such as  
• Zone appropriately and protect our working farms and forestlands; programs and policies 

that support the agriculture and working forest economy so that they may be 
economically viable, 

• Zone, protect and restore our marine shorelines, critical areas and other important habitat 
lands for endangered fish and wildlife, 

• Support the creation of an Office of Sustainability to develop comprehensive policies and 
procedures to reduce the County’s environmental and climate footprint,  

• Vocally support state and federal policies that treat our climate crisis as an emergency, 
• Support the expansion of transit as transportation accounts for about 55% of our local 

greenhouse gases, 
• Support the development of compact, walkable, people-friendly/people-first 

communities, 
• Support the limitation of new and expansion of existing fossil fuel facilities in Pierce 

County and encourage the expansion of our clean energy economy, 
• Invest in the completion of the county-wide trail system connecting every community to 

each other and the Foothills Trail and Mount Rainier National Park, 
• Support the recovery of Puget Sound – policies and programs to reduce storm water 

pollution and protect and restore habitat important for salmon and orca recovery 

14. What would you do to increase housing access and decrease income inequality? 

I support and will work to advance policies that increase the supply of affordable housing such as 
inclusionary zoning, housing vouchers, more resources for our local housing authorities, the 
building and operation of significantly more permanent supportive housing, supporting families 
on the edge of losing their homes, ensuring seniors and low-income people have more access to 
property tax reductions by making them automatically enrolled and not opt-in programs and 
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support progressive taxing structures at the local, state and federal level.  I will be a vocal and 
strong advocate regionally, at the County Council and at the state and federal level for funding 
and policies to advance access to affordable housing, reduce displacement and decrease income 
inequality as these issues will not be solved by just one level of government.   

Reducing income inequality also means advancing policies such as family and medical leave, 
making community and technical college free or significantly less expensive, making it easier to 
join a union, making apprenticeship utilization more ubiquitous, ensuring affordable childcare, 
increasing the minimum wage and enacting a more progressive tax structure.   

15. Identify any budget challenges for your elected office/body; how would you deal with them? 
 
The effects of the COVID-19 pandemic has and will continue to cause significant budget 
challenges for the next many months and years for core public services, public utilities and other 
important investments by Pierce County government.  We need to deal with the impending 
budget cuts by working with our labor partners to reduce expenses in a respectful way that limits 
impacts as much as possible.  We need to ask our labor partners for help in addressing impending 
massive budget cuts. We will need to advocate effectively to the state and federal government for 
stimulus funds and investments – reminding these governments that counties are on the front 
lines of delivering basic services and employment to our local communities. When budgeting 
during a recession or depression, we will have to be very, very clear about our priorities and core 
services and investments that will protect working families and our most vulnerable neighbors.   

16. How will you approach safety, police, and court system issues – and what are they? 
 
I will first listen to our public safety officers, Sheriff, Prosecutor, Public Defender Administrator, 
court administrators, Superior Court and District Court judges and Remann Hall administrators 
to continue to understand their challenges, needs and ideas.  These will continue to evolve over 
time.  We know that our sheriff’s deputies are extremely overworked and there are not enough 
deputies to cover the large areas of the county for which they are responsible.  Furthermore, we 
need to invest in strategies that reduce recidivism, including alternative courts such as veterans, 
mental health and community courts.  

17. Finally, any additional comments you would like to share with the Committee:   

We have a lot of work to do, together, to turn Pierce County blue again.  We must win a 
Democratic majority on the Pierce County Council and the Pierce County Executive’s Office so 
that we can advance our Democratic agenda to improve the lives of working people, protect our 
environment, improve access to housing and behavioral health services and improve gun safety.  
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I am committed to building our party and wining more than my race so that we can advance an 
agenda for the long-term to improve people’s lives.  My work ethic and background have 
demonstrated my commitment to building coalitions and helping others win to build a team that 
can advance a progressive agenda.  I want to bring that work ethic, focus and experience to the 
Pierce County Council.  
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