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2020 Pierce County Democrats Endorsement Questionnaire 

-Partisan Election- 

 
Candidate name: Kristine Reeves 

 

Position sought: WA CD-10 

 

Date submitted: ____4/28/20_________________________________   

 

Candidate qualities and conduct:  The Pierce County Democratic Central Committee endorses 

and supports qualified Democrats seeking elected office. When deciding whether to recommend 

endorsement, the Endorsements Committee may consider the candidate’s dedication to 

Democratic Party values and principles, the viability of the campaign, and the candidate’s 

qualifications for office, among other things. Endorsed candidates are discouraged from 

supporting non-Democratic candidates or from supporting any candidate who doesn’t represent 

Democratic values. Endorsed candidates should distinguish themselves from any Democratic 

opponents in an objectively fair, informational, and non-confrontational fashion.  

 

By submitting this endorsement questionnaire, I publicly affirm: 

• I am a Democrat and will uphold Democratic Party values. 

• I will abide by the above principles of conduct. 

 

You may respond N/A (not applicable) if appropriate.  Expand or decrease space as needed. 

 

Questions 

 

1. Why are you running for this particular office? 

 

I am a working mom of a five-year-old and a seven-year-old.  I’m a Washingtonian, born and 

raised, but my upbringing was not the typical one you hear from most politicians. I grew up the 

daughter of a single mother.  My mom struggled with substance abuse issues, so I spent the first 

ten years of my life in and out of foster care, and I ended up homeless at 16.   I know what it’s 

like when the deck is stacked against you.  But I also know what can happen when our 

communities come together -- because I am the product of strong and strategic investments in 

progressive policies that change people’s lives for the better. 

 

Vital programs like Head Start helped me survive childhood.  The guidance and mentoring of 

caring public school teachers and counselors who believed in me, and relentlessly helped and 

encouraged me to go to college – they motivated me to do something positive with my life.   And 

I would not have reached that next level without the further help of grants and scholarships that 

gave me the opportunity to go to Washington State University. In short, thanks to these 
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progressive investments and caring mentors, I was able to break the cycle of poverty and change 

the arc of my life for the better.    

 

With that help, I achieved three major milestones that I’m very proud of:  

 

1) I became the very first in my family to graduate from college, earning a degree from 

WSU and then a Master’s degree from Gonzaga. 

 

2) I was hired, first by Senator Patty Murray and then by Governor Inslee’s administration, 

to work on the needs of the South Sound, and in particular, to be an advocate for military 

families and veterans.  I can tell you as the twin sister of a 17-year combat veteran in the 

United States Air Force -- the little brother that I sent off to war after 9/11 is not the man 

who came home.  Servicemembers put their lives on the line to defend our freedoms, and 

I was proud to be an outspoken advocate for service members, veterans and their 

families, making sure that they gain access to the opportunities and benefits that they’ve 

earned and deserve.  

 

3) I became a state representative, elected in 2016 after narrowly defeating a Republican 

incumbent. I was the first African American woman elected to the legislature in 18 years, 

and the only legislator with kids under 5. I became the crucial 51st vote for landmark 

progressive policies to pass the legislature and become a model for the nation, including 

the best Paid Family and Medical Leave policy in the nation, apprenticeship and job 

training programs that are providing skills training for thousands, and the first in the 

nation public option for health care as well as the first long term health care benefit.  

 

What I have realized throughout my career, and as a legislator as we fought and won these 

landmark battles over the kind of policies that had made a difference in my life and thousands 

like me, was that I had a unique perspective to offer in these debates.  My background, the 

obstacles I’ve overcome, and the progressive investments that I bear witness to afford me a 

viewpoint that’s not often seen or heard in many corridors of power and that is desperately 

needed right now.  

 

That’s why I’m running for Congress. 

 

2. What are your qualifications (traditional or not) for seeking this elected office?   

 

I am intimately familiar with the lives and concerns of voters in this district.  My job as Director 

of Economic Development for the state is based in the district and connects me to military 

families, employers and contractors throughout the district on a daily basis, as did my previous 

roles working for Senator Patty Murray in this region. As Senator Murray’s South Sound 

Regional Director and then Statewide Veterans Representative my role included increasing 

and developing relationships to help improve military transition, workforce development, 

and veterans’ healthcare initiatives.  
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I am the only candidate in this race that has spent the last decade working for the people of the 

South Sound area as an advocate for veterans and military families, doing economic 

development focused on enhancing the quality of life for veterans and military families on behalf 

of Governor Inslee’s administration, and as a legislator. Joint Base Lewis McChord is one of the 

largest employers in the district and supports an even larger economic ecosystem that employs a 

great number of my district’s residents. My unique personal perspective paired with this 

extensive knowledge of one of the district’s main economic sectors has allowed me to establish 

programs such one that connects those leaving service with apprenticeships in the trades.  

 

I’m very confident that this experience gives me a very clear understanding and familiarity with 

the district and its constituents. 

 

3. What are the 1 - 3 most important issues for your district or your elected body/office?   

 

Currently we are dealing with an unprecedented pandemic that has killed tens of thousands and 

put millions of people out of work. We have a long road towards recovery, and it’s critical we 

have leaders in Washington D.C who will fight to put us on the right path towards stability.  

 

As an economic developer, I believe I am the best prepared for the work required to put our 

country back on track as we deal with skyrocketing unemployment and a global recession. My 

top priority in Congress will be ensuring economic relief for constituents and small businesses in 

the 10th congressional district, as well as for people around the country.  

 

As the fallout from the coronavirus pandemic continues, issues such as housing and health care 

costs, homelessness, economic inequality and deteriorating infrastructure are becoming even 

more pressing.  

 

Progressive achievements at the state level to improve wages and benefits and help working 

families afford necessities like childcare, health care, and family leave to care for newborns or 

sick relatives have helped immensely. We’ve shown these progressive policies can strengthen 

our economy and make lives better.  

 

It is critical in these times that we ensure the federal government working in tandem with states 

to ensure the benefits of these policies are enacted, fully funded and reach every corner of our 

state and country. 

 

4. Why should the Pierce County Democratic Party support you for this position, and how 

have you demonstrated Democratic values?  

 

I am a progressive Democrat. As the daughter of a single mother, who suffered from substance 

abuse issues, I spent the first ten years of my life in and out of foster care, relying heavily on the 

social safety net and programs like Head Start and food stamps. I’m a product of our state’s 

investment in our social safety net and know first hand what progressive policies can do to lift 

someone up.  
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It’s why I’m a Democrat and a progressive, and I’m running for Congress because I want to 

continue to be a catalyst for progressive action that improves the daily lives of our kids, working 

families and local communities.  

I have served as the Chair of the Spokane County Democrats, as well as a PCO with the 30th 

legislative district Democrats, so I know how important our local Democratic organizations are 

in supporting progressive policies and candidates, and I would be honored to earn the support of 

the Pierce County Democratic Party.  

 

5. When elected, how will you make yourself accessible, and how would you obtain 

constituent input on issues and decisions?  

 

As a Washington state representative, I had an open door and open mind policy, and made every 

effort to be accessible to constituents. I met with any individual or organization that requested a 

meeting, and if elected to Congress I will ensure my office will continue to meet with anyone 

that requests a meeting.  

 

I’m looking forward to continuing my accessibility efforts from my time in the legislature, by 

hosting in-district town halls, local coffee hours, educational policy forums and listening sessions 

throughout the district as I look to gain input from a diverse cross section of the 10th district on 

the work we are doing on their behalf and on the decisions that impact what matters most to them 

and their families. 

 

 

6. How have you previously provided and how would you increase access and influence for 

people and groups that may lack them? 

 

The history of our nation is one of always challenging ourselves to do better. To do better by 

each other and for each other. To pick up where our forebearers left off and reach for a more 

perfect union, until it is our time to give that baton of leadership over to the next generation.  

 

Time and again, we have fallen down in that effort. From our original sins of slavery of Africans 

and genocide of Native Americans, to the internment of those of Japanese descent. From the 

discrimination faced by LGBTQIA+ Americans that led to the Stonewall riots to the continued 

illegal detention and family separation of asylum seekers at our border.  

 

Yet, my story and the story of our nation is in how we get up and continue the march to freedom. 

It is in the story of emancipation, civil rights, and the Chicano movement. It is in the story of 

workers collectively organizing for a 40 hour work week, the fight for $15, and in our courts 

declaring that “love is love.”  
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As a legislator, I voted to ban gay conversion therapy and protect our LGBTQIA minors. I voted 

to prohibit employers from enacting sexual assault NDA’s. I was the prime sponsor of the HEAL 

Act which has help define and enforce environmental justice for marginalized communities.  

 

If elected as the Representative for the 10th congressional district, as the first black 

congresswoman ever from Washington, I would continue that fight. It is essential to who I am. I 

have lived the falling down by this country and my story is a part of the fabric of stories in how 

we get back up and continue that march to freedom. 

 

7. Do you support unrestricted access to reproductive health care for all women, including 

the right to abortion? 

 

Yes. It is important to me personally that we have women in office so that there are more 

advocates for policies that directly benefit women and families.  

 

Reproductive freedom is a basic right that every woman in this country deserves. I’m 100% pro-

choice, a strong supporter of Planned Parenthood, and I have an A rating for NARAL Pro-

Choice Washington. I believe decisions about pregnancy and a woman’s own body are deeply 

personal and should be made between a woman, her loved ones and her doctor. I’m proud that 

Washington state has made progress in expanding and defending these rights by requiring that 

health insurance covers abortion as well as maternity care and covers the cost of birth control 

without out-of-pocket costs. 

 

As a Washington state representative, I was a sponsor of bills to end the “pink tax” on hygiene 

products marketed towards women and to cut the sales tax on diapers. I was an advocate for paid 

family leave so parents like me could stay home with newborns and granddaughters like me 

could spend time with our aging and ill elders. 

 

In Congress, I will continue fighting for women’s issues and rights, including working to 

enshrine the right to abortion as a civil right. I will support fully restoring funding for Planned 

Parenthood, and I will support eliminating the Hyde Amendment -- the Supreme Court has found 

that women have a constitutional right to abortion, and that means it shouldn’t be limited only to 

women who can afford it. 

 

8. What are the core functions of the elected office/body you seek; how can you improve 

them? 

 

I believe I bring a unique perspective to the job, that includes firsthand experience with 

overcoming childhood poverty, family substance abuse issues, foster care and even 

homelessness.  
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I am a product of our state’s investment in kids and commitment to a quality public education 

that can provide opportunity to all. That’s a valuable perspective in a House that has more than 

150 millionaires. 

 

I also have experience working with legislators of both parties to pass progressive policies on 

education, healthcare and climate change – that’s progress that Congress has been unable to 

achieve in most cases.  

 

I believe my state and my experience can help provide an example of how to steer the legislative 

process to common ground and more productive achievements, while also demonstrating how 

those progressive policies produce economic success, enhanced health and greater well-being. 

 

I also have had the benefit of learning from one of Washington’s greatest assets, Senator Patty 

Murray, while serving as her South Sound Regional Director and then her Statewide Veterans 

Representative. I will seek to bring her grounded demeanor, principled priorities and legislative 

skill to my own efforts if I am elected. 

 

9. Please list any key endorsements.   

 

Kristine has received the support of Congressman Jim Clyburn (D-SC), and the endorsement of the 

following individuals and organizations: 

 

Congressman Adam Smith (D-WA) 

Congressman Tony Cardenas (D-CA)  

Washington State Representative Javier Valdez 

Washington State Representative John Lovick  

Washington State Representative Amy Walen  

Washington State Representative Debra Entenman  

Washington State Senator Mona Das  

Washington State Representative Eric Pettigrew  

Washington State Representative Melanie Morgan  

Washington State Representative Jesse Johnson  

Washington State Representative Sharon Tomiko-Santos  

King County Councilmember Dave Upthegrove 

Sammamish City Councilman Jason Ritchie 

Former Washington State Representative Ruth Kagi 

Nate Miles, Community Leader  

Ollie Garret, TABOR 100 Board Chair  

Denis Hayes, Founder of Earth Day 

Heat and Frost Insulators & Firestop Containment Workers, Local 7  

Laborers International Union of North America (LiUNA) 

Teamsters Joint Council 28  

Washington State Democratic Committee Native Caucus  

Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe  
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IF ELECTED TO THIS POSITION (some questions may not be applicable):  

 

10. What would you do to ensure that your constituents each have a truly equal and fair 

opportunity to succeed based on merit and effort, rather than pre-existing status or 

classification? 

 

Clearly, more needs to be done at federal level to address the tremendous inequality in our 

country that is contributing to the homeless crisis we see firsthand here in Washington state and 

tragically high child poverty rates that still plague pockets of our country. As someone who 

experienced  poverty and homelessness in my own childhood, I can personally attest to both the 

inequality that exists and the value to society of lifting citizens out of adverse situations, through 

educational opportunity, to greater prosperity and productive lives.  

  

I believe there is no single solution but multiple steps we can take with intention and 

intersectionality to invest in growing pay and benefits for working families and strengthening the 

right to organize in order to restore and expand a thriving, prosperous middle class.    

  

First, I would raise the minimum wage nationally, as we have done here in Washington state, 

where we proved that the argument that such a raise would cause economic devastation was not 

only false, but in fact the reverse is true: our local economy has been spurred by increasing 

hourly wage incomes.  

  

Second, we should make sure every student has a path to a career that will provide them financial 

stability and dignity, and we must recognize that all paths don’t have to go through a four-year 

college. Ensuring that any student that wants access to career-ready education during or after 

high school through apprenticeships and other technical training programs is a key part of 

making that happen. Here in Washington we launched the Career Connect initiative aimed at 

connecting 100,000 students with apprenticeships and other career-ready training to ensure they 

are prepared for high demand, high-wage jobs. In my work with Senator Patty Murray and at the 

Washington State Department of Commerce we have worked hard to transition servicemembers 

through apprenticeship programs. We created the first on-base apprenticeship program in the 

county at Joint Base Lewis McChord (JBLM), creating a model where unions were able to come 

to the base to help servicemembers get connected with apprenticeship programs. This has served 

as a model for similar programs around the country.  

  

I also believe that expanding health care coverage and lowering medical and prescription drug 

costs will help promote income growth, since it is often unforeseen health care events that can 

bankrupt struggling families. Making child care more accessible and affordable, as I have 

championed in the legislature, ending the gender pay gap, and enforcing and strengthening 

protections for organized labor that allow strong unions to flourish and effectively negotiate for 

workers – these are all important steps in chipping away at inequality that has been increasing for 

far too long. 
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11. What benefits and problems come from increasing population; how would you address 

them? 

 

Our region is grappling with the effects of an increasing population that has exacerbated the 

division between “the haves and the have-nots”, and we see this materialize in the housing 

instability and homelessness crisis. We feel it in the hours long commutes to jobs and schools as 

we feel the region’s transportation infrastructure strain against increased traffic and freight 

mobility. 

 

While the increasing population has helped propel Washington’s economy (prior to the COVID-

19 pandemic) to an unprecedented stretch of economic success, more must be done to ensure our 

region’s infrastructure is meeting the needs of an increasing population, whether that is housing, 

transportation, healthcare, education, broadband, or agricultural infrastructure, to name a few, 

investments that support an inter-dependent and interconnected region with a social, economic 

and environmental justice lens ensures we can all thrive in this rapidly expanding region. 

 

In Congress I will fight for increased investments in our regional and state infrastructure.  

 

12. How would you support workers, including union workers, whether employed privately 

or by government? 

 

As a former WFSE member, and the spouse of a former Teamster - now ALPA member, I know 

how vital unions are in protecting the rights of workers and their families. I believe in the right of 

all workers to organize and collectively bargain. We must work to remove unreasonable barriers 

to unionization, ensure unions have access to employees, and employers should recognize 

employee’s decision to unionize if a majority of employees sign cards to do so.  

 

As a State Representative in Washington state I voted to ensure employers cannot retaliate 

against workers for talking about their salary levels, granted bargaining rights to Assistant 

Attorney Generals, clarified bargaining rights for public employees after the Janus decision, and 

provided interest arbitration to Department of Correction employees and capitol campus police 

officers. These votes and others earned me a 100% lifetime rating from the Washington State 

Labor Council, and in Congress I will continue to be a staunch supporter of unions and workers.  

 

I will use my role in Congress to speak in support of federal employees and their union rights, 

call out baseless attacks, and will be a champion of policies to protect both employees and their 

unions. 

 

 

13. What policies and actions would you take to protect and improve the natural 

environment? 
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As a working mom of two young kids, I think every day about the future our kids will have with 

our world literally on fire. And as someone who has worked on economic development, I 

understand the urgency and importance of comprehensive environmental action and the 

repercussions of inaction. 

 

As a former WA State Representative, I’m proud to have been a part of Washington state’s bold 

leadership in combatting this crisis. We’ve established a Clean Energy Fund to grow jobs in this 

industry, we’ve built a $6 billion wind industry from scratch by incentivizing the private sector 

with renewable energy standards, just this year we passed a law to end Washington’s use of coal 

and shift our state to use 100% clean energy to generate electricity, and I was one of the first 

legislators to push for our state to have an environmental justice directive to combat climate 

change and protect communities of color so they are not left behind, again. 

 

During the 2019 legislative session, I sponsored the Healthy Environments for All (HEAL) Act, 

which would require Washington state agencies to develop strategies to apply an environmental 

justice lens to their work and target investments in low income and communities of color - 

communities that are on the front-lines of pollution and health disparities. While this policy 

didn’t pass as legislation, it did go on to be funded in the budget that same year and is currently 

being implemented. The partnership between labor, the environmental community and 

communities of color behind the HEAL ACT is a model for how we can make progress on 

climate change and other issues that impact us all. 

 

I believe America must take a leadership role in addressing climate change, not only to protect 

ourselves from threats like hurricanes and wildfires that increasingly threaten our daily lives and 

resources, but because we must take advantage of the economic opportunity that exists to be a 

leader in the creation of clean energy jobs and the next generation of economic innovation. 

 

 

14. What would you do to increase housing access and decrease income inequality? 

 

As the daughter of a single mother who suffered from substance abuse issues, I spent the first  

ten years of my life in and out of foster care and ended up homeless at age 16. I have 

experienced firsthand the devasting effects of housing insecurity and I remain committed to 

increasing housing supply and affordability.  

 

In Washington state and throughout the country we are facing a housing crisis that is pushing 

people out on the streets at an alarming rate. As a member of the Washington state legislature, I 

served as Vice-Chair of the Housing, Community Development, and Veterans committee. I 

supported legislation to protect renters, end discriminatory housing policies, and remove barriers 

to developing affordable housing.  

 

In Congress I will continue to lead on these issues and will champion legislation that expands 

access to low-income housing and rental assistance programs, including Section 8 vouchers. I 
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will fight to reverse the current administration’s systematic dismantling of civil rights housing 

regulations.  

 

 

15. Identify any budget challenges for your elected office/body; how would you deal with 

them? 

 

The biggest budget challenge facing Congress next year will be related to COVID-19 pandemic. 

As we work our way out of this crisis, I will focus on putting the needs of working families and 

small business first.  

 

As someone who experienced poverty and homelessness in my own childhood, I can personally 

attest to both the inequality that exists and the value to society of lifting citizens out of adverse 

situations to greater prosperity and productive lives. I support taxing the wealthiest among us at a 

higher rate.  

 

Our current tax code favors millionaires and billionaires, not working families and those furthest 

from opportunity. That needs to change. Specifically, I would eliminate the Trump tax cuts for 

the wealthy and big corporations that have allowed those at the very pinnacle of wealth to further 

enhance their financial advantages. 

 

In Washington state we have the most regressive tax code in the country, where the lowest 

income households pay drastically more than the highest income households. I strongly believe 

that fixing our tax code is a way to help address income inequality and at the state level I’ve been 

supportive of efforts to enact a capital gains tax and a Working Families tax rebate.  

 

In Congress I will be an outspoken advocate in the fight to reform our tax code and build an 

economy that works for all, not just the wealthy few. Extremely wealthy individuals should be 

paying their fair share, and I look forward to working with a broad base of stakeholders to 

determine at what level the tax rate should be set.  

 

 

16. How will you approach safety, police, and court system issues – and what are they? 

 

In Congress I will continue to advocate for police accountability and community policing in an 

effort to reduce instances of racism, homophobia, and violence between law enforcement and 

impacted communities. 

 

Overall, our criminal justice system is in serious need of reform. Here in Washington state, 

we’ve recognized the disparities created in the past and have taken leadership in righting many 

of these wrongs. Last year, I supported a new law to vacate the convictions of 69,000 with 

misdemeanor marijuana convictions and reduced the types of crimes where three strike laws 

apply. While it’s encouraging that this is one of the few issues where both parties in Congress 
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have begun to take steps to address the inequitable impact of mass incarceration, there is a lot 

more work to be done.  

 

For instance, I support making marijuana legal nationwide and vacating convictions for those 

who served time for something that is no longer a crime. In Congress I will continue the progress 

on reforming of sentencing laws to make them fair and equitable and will support efforts to 

ensure accountability within the law enforcement community.  

 

17. Finally, any additional comments you would like to share with the Committee:   

 

As I write this, I am at home in self-isolation, just like millions of Americans all over the country. Outside 

a pandemic is killing thousands and putting millions more out of work. Workers across every industry 

have been impacted and while we will see a day where we have beaten this virus and hopefully saved as 

many lives as we can, the economic recovery following a crisis of this magnitude will be immense.  

 

It has become clear we need a coordinated public health response from our federal government, and 

currently the federal government has not been up to the challenge. Thanks to the leadership of our state 

officials, led by Governor Inslee, we have been able to slow the spread of coronavirus here in 

Washington, but there is a long road to return to normal life ahead.  

 

In Congress I will be a fierce advocate for implementing lessons learned from the coronavirus pandemic 

to ensure the federal government is prepared for any outbreak in the future, while fighting for aid to 

individuals and small businesses that have suffered as a consequence of the pandemic. The Trump 

administration’s reckless funding cuts to the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) slowed our response to 

the coronavirus crisis. We need to drastically increase funding for the CDC and ensure they implement 

policies and procedures that will prevent another pandemic on this scale.  

 

Not since the Great Depression have we seen an economic challenge like this one, and the response 

should be just as bold now as it was then. We need investments in public works and programs in our 

states and communities on the scale of FDR’s Works Progress Administration. Good paying jobs focused 

on supporting communities across the country with the projects based on the local need. Whether that be 

roads and bridges, hospitals and post-offices, or improved and expanded childcare facilities, we will move 

on from the Darwinian federalism of the Trump administration to a true partnership with states and local 

governments to ensure prosperity for all. 

 

 


