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2020 Pierce County Democrats Endorsement Questionnaire 

-Judicial Election- 

 

Candidate Name:  Diana Kiesel 

 

Position sought:   Pierce County Superior Court, Department 7 

 

Date submitted:   April 17, 2020 

 

In judicial elections, the Pierce County Democratic Central Committee (Pierce County Democrats) seeks to 

endorse well qualified candidates with the education, experience, ability, and temperament to reach just 

decisions in the individual cases brought before them and who will also seek to make the justice system more 

understandable, accessible, and equitable for all.  The Endorsements Committee screens candidates for and 

makes endorsement recommendations to the Pierce County Democrats.   

 

The Pierce County Democrats may withdraw endorsement of any judicial candidate it determines has acted in 

conflict with the answers provided during the screening process or it determines has violated the letter or the 

spirit of the Code of Judicial Conduct or the Rules of Professional Conduct. 

 

You may respond N/A (not applicable) if appropriate.  Expand or decrease space as needed. 

 

Questions 

 

1. Why are you running for this particular position?  

 

Judge Costello is retiring, and I am running for an open Superior Court Department Seven. 

I have two reasons for seeking the office of Judge:   

a) The citizens of Pierce County need a Judge who has the ability to preside over all Superior 

Court cases immediately. During the Covid-19 pandemic and the aftermath, Superior Court must 

address many issues, including a large backlog of cases to process.  There will be little time to 

train new judicial officers.  I view my ten years as a Superior Court Commissioner as an 

apprenticeship for the position of Judge.  I was mentored by exceptional Judges, now retired or 

soon to retire.  I want to bring my acquired knowledge to our Bench to better serve the citizens of 

Pierce County.  I have served on almost every committee in Superior Court over the past decade, 

including civil and criminal law litigation committees, as well as on the Cultural Competency and 

Education Committee.  

b) As a Court Commissioner my ability to reform the court system is limited.  That said, I have 

worked to ensure equal access to justice and promote cultural literacy to help reduce racial and 

gender inequality in the court system.   I serve on the Tacoma Pierce County Bar Association 

Tacoma Pro Bono Board to enhance access to justice to litigants who cannot afford private 
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attorneys.  I serve as the liaison to Joint Base Lewis McChord Legal Assistance Office to enhance 

access to justice for military families and Veterans.  I want to lead in areas of the Court not 

available to Commissioners.  Commissioners are not afforded the privilege to serve as policy 

makers and heads of divisions of our Court.  With the knowledge and skill acquired during the 

course of my law practice prior to becoming a Commissioner, together with my experience on the 

bench, I would be able to immediately serve in the following capacities if elected Judge:  Chair of 

all Superior Court Committees that now exist and Committees I want to form such as a 

Technology Committee.  I would be able to competently serve in Drug Court, Mental Health Court, 

Assisted Outpatient Mental Health Court, Baby Court, Family Court Judge, Juvenile Court Judge, 

and Criminal Court Judge.  As a Judge, I will be able to be a more effective advocate for 

improving our Courts. 

c)  This is a critical time in our history.  We must have Judicial Officers with experience that can 

immediately start clearing the backlog of litigation once Governor Inslee and the Washington 

State Supreme Court permit the Superior Court to resume operation in a phased-in manner.  

Judges will need to handle not only the backlog of cases, but address unintended consequences 

caused by emergency procedures.  Many constitutional challenges will be argued due to change 

in procedures during the Covid-19 pandemic.  I am the Chairperson of the Regulations Committee 

of the Washington State Certified Professional Guardianship Board, appointed by the Washington 

State Supreme Court.  I am leading our Board through major regulation changes due to the recent 

enactment of the Uniform Adult Guardianship and Protective Proceedings Jurisdiction Act, and 

also addressing the challenges faced by Certified Professional Guardians on an emergency basis. 

I will make sure emergency planning occurs for any other natural disaster or pandemic events as 

a Board Member of the Certified Professional Guardianship Board, and if elected, as a Superior 

Court Judge.  I was the Presiding Commissioner in Superior Court in 2012 and 2019.   I served on 

many Committees in Pierce County Superior Court and Pierce County Juvenile Court.  I 

understand the needs of the Superior Court, Juvenile Court, attorneys and citizens of Pierce 

County.  I can immediately start work without extensive training.   

 

2. What are your qualifications for seeking this office, and what was the nature of your law practice? 

I have not practiced law since 2009 when I was appointed as Pierce County Superior Court 

Commissioner.  I practiced law for twenty-five years prior to my appointment.  Judicial Officers 

typically need intense training before taking leadership roles and handling complex criminal 

and civil litigation.  As previously indicated, I consider the last ten years as training for the 

position.  Superior Court Commissioners preside over criminal and civil litigation, and I 
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completed multiple rotations covering many areas of the law listed below.  Since January 2, 

2020, I presided over felony RCW 10.77 trials and civil commitment trials at Western State 

Hospital.  Commissioners typically rotate every three months, requiring us to master all areas 

of law.  My next rotation will be in the Juvenile Offender dockets at Remann Hall.  I will then 

return to civil dockets presiding over the following areas of law: civil protection orders, 

vulnerable adult protection orders, divorce, custody, parenting plan, child support, complex 

injunction relief, approval of tort minor settlements, guardianship, probate, landlord-tenant, 

parentage, emergency ex parte restraining orders, child relocation, juvenile dependency, 

juvenile at-risk youth, truancy, and emancipation.  In addition, I am one of the few 

Commissioners also trained to handle felony arraignments. I served as the Criminal 

Commissioner in Criminal Department 2 in the summer of 2011. 

Further, I worked in many other capacities within the legal system.  I started as a legal 

secretary directly out of business school and continued working in a law office while attending 

Pierce College for my paralegal degree.  I continued to work in the same office as I completed 

my Bachelor’s Degree and Law Degree.  I started and built my very own law practice and for 

over 25 years, I represented and protected vulnerable adults, victims of domestic violence and 

litigants through some of the most difficult times in their lives. I brought those experiences and 

knowledge with me as Superior Court Commissioner for the past ten years.  I believe that my 

record speaks for itself in that I always worked extremely hard, both on and off the bench, and 

I have always taken my responsibilities, whether as a Commissioner or an attorney, with the 

utmost seriousness and dedication.   My rating of “Extremely Well Qualified”, by six bar 

associations, and the Washington Women Lawyers, in my opinion, reflects the urgency and 

importance that I view my job.  I received two Jurist of the Year awards: 2016 Jurist of the Year 

Award from the Washington State Bar Association, Family Law Section; 2015 Jurist of the 

Year Award, Tacoma-Pierce County Bar Association.  In summary, if elected to the position of 

Judge, I believe I will be able to “hit the ground running” and immediately assume the 

tremendous responsibilities that come with the position.     

 

3. If your past legal practice has emphasized one area of law, how will you prepare to decide other 

disputes and demonstrate to litigants that you can competently do so? 

 

I have been presiding over cases in most areas of civil and criminal law for the past decade as a 

Superior Court Commissioner.   I am currently presiding over the Western State Hospital Court.  I 

am holding Court daily as I am in an essential Court during the Covid-19 pandemic.  The Western 
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State Hospital Court hears felony RCW 10.77 trials when mental competency is at issue.   As an 

attorney, my practice focused on civil litigation, Family Law, Domestic Violence and Guardianship.   

 

4. What are the most important issues for the jurisdiction you would serve or for the court you seek to 

join? 

 

The emergency issue faced by Superior Court is backlog of cases due to Covid-19 Emergency 

Orders from the Washington State Governor and the Washington State Supreme Court.  Clearly 

the backlog of cases and restoring previous access to justice will be important and emergent 

issues. Once the backlog of cases is addressed, the court will still require judges with strong work 

ethics and a commitment to treating everyone fairly.  At that time the court will have two 

challenges: improving the courts use of technology and promoting reforms to help reduce racial 

and gender inequality in the court system.   

 
5. Why should the Pierce County Democratic Party support you for this position?  

I am running for a nonpartisan position.  Politics have never entered into any deliberations or 

decisions I have ever made on the Bench.  The Constitution requires that the Judiciary be fair and 

impartial, and not be influenced by partisan affiliations.   If elected Judge, I would continue to 

serve in that fashion.  I hope any Political Party, Bar Association, or Agency will find by reviewing 

my judicial record as a Superior Court Commissioner, that I am the most qualified for the position 

of Superior Court Judge. 

 

6. If you hold any Democratic Party values, how have you demonstrated them?  

 

Not applicable.  Please refer to Question 5 above 

 

7. Please list any key endorsements. 

 

All endorsements I value. I am endorsed by multiple Judicial Officers from Supreme Court of the 

State of Washington, Court of Appeals Division II, Pierce County Superior Court, Pierce County 

District Court, Municipal Courts, and Tribal Court.  I am endorsed by community leaders from both 

major political parties.  The full list of endorsements can be found on my web page 

http://dianaforjudge.com/ 

 

 

 

 

http://dianaforjudge.com/
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I am seeking endorsements from the following organizations, but due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 

I have not completed the endorsement process: Democratic and Republican Legislative Districts, 

Pierce County Democratic Party, Pierce County Republic Party, League of Women Voters, The 

Black Collective, and  Pierce County Central Labor Council.  

 

8. Provide ratings from any Bar Associations, either in this election or a prior one. 

 

I received the rating from the following Bar Associations:   

Tacoma-Pierce County Bar Association – Exceptionally Well Qualified; 

Pierce County Minority Bar Association – Exceptionally Well Qualified; 

Washington Women Lawyers – Exceptionally Well Qualified; 

QLaw, the LGBTQ+ Bar Association of Washington – Exceptionally Well Qualified; 

Asian Bar Association of Washington – Exceptionally Well Qualified; 

Latina/Latino Bar Association of Washington – Exceptionally Well Qualified. 

Washington State Veterans’ Bar Association – Exceptionally Well Qualified. 

  

       I received the following honors as a Judicial Officer:  

 2013 Humanitarian Award, Tacoma-Pierce County Bar Association; 

 2015 Outstanding Jurist Award, Tacoma-Pierce County Bar Association; 

 2015 Award for improving the collaboration between JBLM and the Pierce County Court from 

the Office of the Staff Judge Advocate, I CORPS; 

 2016 Service to the Legal Profession, Tacoma-Pierce County Bar Association; 

 2016 Jurist of the Year, Washington State Bar Association, Family Law Section. 

 2017 Service to the Legal Profession, Tacoma-Pierce County Bar Association. 

 

9. Has any professional or disciplinary body made a finding that you violated any rule or code of 

judicial or professional conduct?  If so, please provide a full explanation. 

 

No. 

 

10. To what Bar groups or sections do you belong now or have belonged to in the past?  

 

 I am currently serving on Judicial Committees for Pierce County Superior Court, Superior Court 

Judges’ Association and Washington State Certified Professional Guardianship Board.  Currently 

the only Tacoma-Pierce County Bar Association position I hold is Judicial Liaison, listed below.  

As an attorney, I was very involved with the Tacoma-Pierce County Bar Association, as listed 

below. 
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As a Superior Court Commissioner:  

 Judicial College faculty 2017 to 2019. 

 Washington State Certified Professional Guardianship Board (CPG), appointed by the 
Supreme Court of the State of Washington October 1, 2014 to present.  I have also served on 
the following subcommittees of the CPG Board: Applications Committee, Regulations 
Committee, and Standards of Practice Committee. I now chair the Regulations Committee of 
the CPG Board. 

 Superior Court Judges’ Association Family and Juvenile Committee (SCJAFJC) 2010 to 
present date; 

 Superior Court Judges’ Association Technology Committee 2018 to present; 

 SCJAFJC Legislative Subcommittee 2011 to present; 

 Superior Court Judges’ Association Guardianship and Probate Committee 2012 to present 
date; 

 Pierce County Superior Court Cultural Competency/Education Committee 2015 to present 
date; 

 Tacoma-Pierce County Bar Association Volunteer Legal Services Board member beginning 
May 2015; 

 Pierce County Superior Court Presiding Commissioner 2013 and 2019; 

 Pierce County Superior Court Executive Committee 2013 and 2019 (nonvoting member); 

 Pierce County Superior Court Strategic Planning Committee 2013 and 2019; 

 Pierce County Superior Court Family Court 2010 to present date;  

 Pierce County Law Library Board 2018 to present; 

 Pierce County Superior Court Commissioners’ Liaison Committee 2013 to present;  

 Pierce County Superior Court Commissioner Selection Committee 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013; 

 Pierce County Superior Court hiring committee for Commissioner Services Department 2013 
and 2015; 

 Pierce County Superior Court Commissioner Pro Tem Committee 2010 to 2019.  I designed 
training programs for the Pro Tem Commissioners and secure speakers under the supervision 
of now retired Judge John Hickman, Chair of Pro Tem Commissioner Committee;  

 

As a Lawyer, prior to appointment to the Superior Court: 
 

 Tacoma-Pierce county Bar Association Trustee, 2009; 

 Continuing Legal Education Committee, Chairperson, TPCBA, 2007-2009; 

 Frequent speaker for TPCBA seminars; 

 Tacoma-Pierce County Bar Association trustee 2005 – 2007; 

 Two terms as adjunct disciplinary counsel 1997-2002 and 2002-2007; 

 Taught Family Law course at Tacoma Community College, spring 2001; 

 Tacoma-Pierce County Family Law President 1999 and 2000; 

 Editorial Board Tacoma-Pierce County Bar Association 2000; 

 Advisory Board Member, Bates Technical College 1998; 

 Fee Arbitration Panel, Washington State Bar Association 1997 to 2009; 

 Legislative Committee, Washington state Bar Association 1997; 

 Lawyer Assistance Program Committee 1997; 

 Chairperson, Guardianship Committee, Tacoma-Pierce County Bar Association 1993-1994; 

 Chairperson, Mediation Committee, Family Law Section, Tacoma-Pierce County Bar 

Association 1994. 
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11. When in law school did you participate in a bar review publication?  What was your final class rank? 

  

Like many women of my generation, I had to work full time while attending law school.  This 

prevented me from participating in many extracurricular activities, like the bar review.  I have no 

memory of my class rank.  

 

12. How have you supported pro bono or low-cost legal services? 

 

A Judge should be a neutral arbiter, upholding the law and ensuring that everyone is treated 

fairly.  A Judge should also be an advocate in just one area – improving the administration of 

justice, a passion I mentioned several times in this questionnaire.  

As a Judicial Officer, I serve on the Tacoma Pro Bono Board of the Tacoma-Pierce County Bar 

Association.   As a lawyer, I volunteered for the Pierce County Dispute Resolution Center, now 

called Center for Dialog & Resolution.  

 

13. Do you have a judicial philosophy?  If so, what is it? 

  
Attorneys are advocates for their clients; a Judge is a neutral arbiter of the facts and the law.   As 

an attorney I loved my work standing up for workers, women, small businesses and people who 

needed justice.  As a Court Commissioner, I have already made the shift to being a fair and 

neutral judicial officer – advocating only for improving our court system.    

  

14. How is being a judge different than being a lawyer, if it is? 

 

I served as a Pro Tem Commissioner for almost twenty years before I was appointed as a 
Superior Court Commissioner.  My Pro Tem Commissioner experience made me a better lawyer.  
It was easy for me to ask a Judicial Officer to make hard decisions when arguing for my clients.  
However, when it was my signature on an order that changes a life forever, I understood the 
magnitude of the responsibility as a Judicial Officer.  A Judicial Officer must follow the law.  
Sometimes decisions are required under the law, but the decision can negatively impact a litigant.  
I signed an order of default in a landlord tenant case when the tenant failed to appear for court.  I 
later found out that tenant was distraught and killed his five-year old daughter and himself after 
being served with the eviction writ of restitution.  I know my signature impacts lives in known and 
unknown ways.  A lawyer can blame a Judge for a decision.  A Judge can only blame himself or 
herself for the decision.   
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IF ELECTED TO THIS POSITION…..  

 

15. How would you educate and inform the public about your court and the justice system? 

 

My passion has always been to mentor the next generation.  I work with law school interns and 
externs.  I feel the best way to educate the public is through teaching.  I intend to teach a street 
law class at one of the high schools.  I previously was approached to teach street law but I cannot 
adjust my schedule as a Commissioner.  As a Judge, I will make education of our youth a priority 
in addition to my Judicial duties. I am also a frequent speaker at public events and I intend to 
continue speaking and educating the public, legal community and our youth about the justice 
system.  
 
 

16. What would you do to provide greater access to the civil judicial system for non-wealthy people? 

 

I will continue to serve on the Board of Tacoma Pro Bono of the Tacoma-Pierce County Bar 
Association.  I will encourage our Bench to have another Legal Financial Reconsideration Day 
allowing defendants to address outstanding legal financial obligations.   

 

17. If you think that the judicial system improperly produces different results for certain groups or 

classifications, what would you do to remedy that problem? 

 

Addressing inequalities in the court system is one of my passions, and in many ways is the 
biggest difference that I’ll be able to make as I move from Court Commissioner to Judge.  

  

18. Do you think there is a problem with the way in which legal financial obligations or other costs and 

fines are currently imposed on criminal defendants?  If so, what would you do to remedy that 

problem? 

 

Legal financial obligations, costs and fines often are barriers to reentry after imprisonment. When 
setting the legal financial obligation, a Judge needs to make sure the legal financial obligations 
are appropriate in the case before him or her, given the Court has discretion under the law.   
 
Legal Financial Reconsideration days should occur at least annually and I would welcome the 
opportunity to work with Tacoma Pro Bono of the Tacoma-Pierce County Bar Association to 
facilitate this event.    
 

19. Do you support or oppose alternatives to criminal prosecution, such as drug courts, mental health 

courts, diversion programs, etc.?  What changes would you make, if any? 

 

Last year, I went to Washoe County, Nevada to observe the model Outpatient Assisted Mental 
Health Court.  This program has wrap around services, including medication management and 
housing.  An appreciable part of the population who commit crimes, suffer from mental illness.  
Programs such as this one prevent recommitment to a mental hospital, and being charged with 
crimes.  This program, like drug court and diversion programs, including for juveniles, is in the 
best interest of the public, the defendant, and citizens of this County.  I am proud of Pierce County 
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Superior Court for embracing therapeutic courts, including Drug Court, Mental Health Court, 
Assisted Outpatient Mental Health Court, and Baby Court.  As a Judge, I would hope to preside in 
these courts.  I believe the citizens of this County would benefit from a Domestic Violence 
Therapeutic Court.  I would support Superior Court developing a Domestic Violence Therapeutic 
Court. 

 
20. How would you approach any caseload or court congestion issues? 

 

I am currently presiding over trials at Western State Hospital Civil Commitment and felony Court.  
Orders from Governor Inslee and Washington State Supreme Court required some trials to be 
postponed.  I meet regularly with the Deputy Prosecutor, Assistant Attorney General and 
Department of Assigned Counsel attorneys.  We already formulated a procedure to hear the 90-
day Civil Commitment trials and those trials started this week. I am continuing to meet with 
attorneys to develop protocols to handle the backlog of trials.  Collaboration with all stakeholders 
is my approach to solving any system problem, including backlog of trials.   

 
21. Is there anything else you would like to share with the Committee? 

 
Covil-19 pandemic changed our lives over night.  I have institutional knowledge to immediately 
address the challenges Superior Court will face.  The citizens of Pierce County deserve a Judge with 
experience and ready to do the job on day one after the election.  Experience matters.  I have the 
necessary experience to hit the ground running.    


