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2020 Pierce County Democrats Endorsement Questionnaire 
-Partisan Election- 

Candidate name: Pat McCarthy____________________________________ 

Position sought: Re-election to Washington State 
Auditor____________________________________ 

Date submitted: _03/20/2020____________________________________   

Candidate qualities and conduct:  The Pierce County Democratic Central Committee endorses 
and supports qualified Democrats seeking elected office. When deciding whether to recommend 
endorsement, the Endorsements Committee may consider the candidate’s dedication to 
Democratic Party values and principles, the viability of the campaign, and the candidate’s 
qualifications for office, among other things. Endorsed candidates are discouraged from 
supporting non-Democratic candidates or from supporting any candidate who doesn’t represent 
Democratic values. Endorsed candidates should distinguish themselves from any Democratic 
opponents in an objectively fair, informational, and non-confrontational fashion.  

By submitting this endorsement questionnaire, I publicly affirm: 
• I am a Democrat and will uphold Democratic Party values. 
• I will abide by the above principles of conduct. 

You may respond N/A (not applicable) if appropriate.  Expand or decrease space as needed. 

Questions 

1. Why are you running for this particular office? 
I am running for re-election for Washington State Auditor. I have been honored to have held this 
position for the last 3 ½ years. I am proud of many accomplishments of our office and want to 
continue to the important work of holding state and local governments fiscally accountable.   

2. What are your qualifications (traditional or not) for seeking this elected office?   
As the current State Auditor, former Pierce County Executive and past Tacoma School Board 
Director I am uniquely qualified for the position. I believe my past 30 years as a public servant 
having held leadership and high level management positions I believe my very public record 
speaks for itself.  

3. What are the 1 - 3 most important issues for your district or your elected body/office?   
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Integrity, Accountability and Transparency are the values of our office. These values guide our 
work of independent and objective examinations of the finance and operations of every state 
agency and local governments. We have a robust Cybersecurity Audit division that I want to 
grow. We have completed very valuable Performance Audits that have wide ranging impacts to 
local government and state agencies that I want to continue and finally we have a government 
innovations division that is providing great resources to assist with increased governmental 
efficiencies and effectiveness. 

4. Why should the Pierce County Democratic Party support you for this position, and how have 
you demonstrated Democratic values?   
I have treasured my Pierce County Roots. I believe I have represented my party, my county and 
for the last 3 ½ years my state with honesty and integrity. As an elected democrat for many years 
I have consistently taken the responsibilities invested in me seriously and with a sense of 
diligence and hard work. As democrats we have a foundation in our party of fairness, respect, 
diversity, rights and justice. I have a demonstrated record of staying true to those values. 

5. When elected, how will you make yourself accessible, and how would you obtain constituent 
input on issues and decisions?  
I have done so my 30 year career in public service and will continue. I value public input and 
have committed to numerous ways that demonstrates that fact. For example, I have met with 
service clubs, associations, local governments, state agencies, editorial boards and have a hot line 
for the public. I revamped our website to make it more user friendly and modern (I love it). We 
gather a plethora of information and have put that out to the public on the website, facebook, 
blog, twitter and publications. I have held numerous meet and greets with different stakeholder 
groups as well.  

6. How have you previously provided and how would you increase access and influence for 
people and groups that may lack them? 
One of the first significant actions as State Auditor I took was to rehire and hire a small 
communications team to tell the story of the work of the Auditor’s Office and the story of 
government in general. As mentioned above, I totally redid our website to make it user friendly 
using focus groups to see what citizens wanted to know. I am very proud of the website and the 
many other social media efforts we have embarked from, a Facebook page, twitter feed, blog 
posts, webinars, and podcasts. In an effort to reach many different audiences we have used many 
mediums from in person to electronic to print. 
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7. Do you support unrestricted access to reproductive health care for all women, including the 
right to abortion? 
N/A for this Office because the work of the State Auditor’s Office must be independent and 
objective. However, I personally have never wavered in my support for a women’s right to 
choose. 

8. What are the core functions of the elected office/body you seek; how can you improve them? 
The State Auditor’s Office core functions, as stated previously, are to provide independent and 
objective audits (examinations) of every state agency and local governments. We do 
approximately 2,700 audits a year. The variety of the audits is robust from financial, 
accountability, performance and cybersecurity to investigations of fraud and whistleblower for 
state agencies. 

9. Please list any key endorsements.  To date: 
National Women’s Political Caucus 
Congressmen Denny Heck and Derek Kilmer  
Attorney General Bob Ferguson 
Speaker of the House Laurie Jinkins 
Mayor Victoria Woodards 
Senator Jeannie Darneille 
Senator Steve Conway 
Representative Christine Kilduff 
Representative Mari Levitt 
Representative Steve Kirby 
Representative Melanie Morgan 
Tacoma City Council Member Lillian Hunter 
Lyle Quasim 
Lua Prichard 
Keri Rooney 
Rick Talbert 
Kathy Orlando 
Janet Thiesen 
Jeannie Mitchell 
Ken Miller 
Beckie Summers 
Chelsea Talbert 
Rick Talbert  
Todd Iverson 
And many more.. 
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IF ELECTED TO THIS POSITION (some questions may not be applicable):  

10. What would you do to ensure that your constituents each have a truly equal and fair 
opportunity to succeed based on merit and effort, rather than pre-existing status or classification? 
N/A 

11. What benefits and problems come from increasing population; how would you address them?  
N/A However, through our Performance Audits we can shed a light on issues that impact 
government operations. I believe that we may play a role in how government can improve the 
delivery of services and provide best practices on many of the challenging issues facing local and 
state government.  

12. How would you support workers, including union workers, whether employed privately or by 
government? 
I support the 420 plus workers in the Washington State Auditor’s Office. I have demonstrated 
this by working with the State Legislature and the Office of Financial Management for much 
needed salary increases. I also have an extensive training program and educational opportunities 
for all employees. 

13. What policies and actions would you take to protect and improve the natural environment? 
N/A See answer to #11. 

14. What would you do to increase housing access and decrease income inequality? 
N/A See answer to #11 

15. Identify any budget challenges for your elected office/body; how would you deal with them? 
I have worked very hard with my legislative team that I hired to claw back performance audit 
dollars that were stripped during the previous State Auditor’s administration. I have great respect 
for the hard work of the State Legislature. I say all the time that governing and legislating are not 
for the faint of heart. There are tough issues facing our electives and no silver bullets. Building 
back those relationships has been a hallmark of my tenure and that is why I have received 
requested funding for the State Auditor each of the last 4 years. 

16. How will you approach safety, police, and court system issues – and what are they? 
N/A #11 However, we have completed some really valuable audits that have a direct impact to 
the criminal justice system with our Pretrial Service Audit and School Notifications Audit. What 
these audits do is provide a deep dive into some of the issues facing this system for the 
stakeholders and the public at large. 
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17. Finally, any additional comments you would like to share with the Committee: 
I would be honored to receive the endorsement of the Pierce County Democratic Party  
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