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2020 Pierce County Democrats Endorsement Questionnaire 
-Partisan Election- 

Candidate name: _Sarah Rumbaugh 

Position sought: Pierce County Council District 2 
Date submitted: April 11, 2020 

Candidate qualities and conduct:  The Pierce County Democratic Central Committee endorses 
and supports qualified Democrats seeking elected office. When deciding whether to recommend 
endorsement, the Endorsements Committee may consider the candidate’s dedication to 
Democratic Party values and principles, the viability of the campaign, and the candidate’s 
qualifications for office, among other things. Endorsed candidates are discouraged from 
supporting non-Democratic candidates or from supporting any candidate who doesn’t represent 
Democratic values. Endorsed candidates should distinguish themselves from any Democratic 
opponents in an objectively fair, informational, and non-confrontational fashion.  

By submitting this endorsement questionnaire, I publicly affirm: 
• I am a Democrat and will uphold Democratic Party values. 
• I will abide by the above principles of conduct. 

You may respond N/A (not applicable) if appropriate.  Expand or decrease space as needed. 

Questions 

1. Why are you running for this particular office? 

I am running for this position because I think the Pierce County Council hasn’t done enough 
to help those in need in our community. They have done little for homelessness and 
affordable housing. I also believe we must provide access for behavioral and mental health 
for those in need. We have to pass a 1/10th of 1 percent for mental health. The current 
pandemic will only make the need for these services more dire.  In relation to issues in my 
district, our inability to enforce the Growth Management Act and to preserve the agricultural 
lands that are the jewel of our county, will forever change what has made District 2 the 
livable community it desires to be.  

2. What are your qualifications (traditional or not) for seeking this elected office?   

	1
PCDCC Endorsement Questionnaire for Sarah Rumbaugh



I have been a city planner and understand land use and the policies that are necessary to 
allow for good and sensible development. Services must be provided as a part of any type of 
development proposal to the county.  I have worked in the non-profit and political arenas for 
over 10 years and understand the significance of good relationships and how they influence 
decisions and outcomes.  I have been involved in issues of equity as I serve on the board of 
the City of Tacoma Human Rights Commission. I have served on multiple boards and 
understand budgets, funding, and staffing issues.    

3. What are the 1 - 3 most important issues for your district or your elected body/office?   

Homelessness and affordable housing 
Preserving agricultural land 
Family wage jobs 

4.Why should the Pierce County Democratic Party support you for this position, and how have 
you demonstrated Democratic values?   

Because my platform and my values align with the Democratic Party. I have supported multiple 
democratic candidates over the last two decades through fundraising, doorbelling, and many 
other ways. In my many public service outreaches, I have tried to give back to the community in 
a way that is consistent with the democratic values I hold. I am also a PCO and have regularly 
attended my district meetings when I could, as well as the Pierce County Democrat meetings. 

I grew up in a home where I learned the values of the Democratic Party early and learned to care 
for my fellow citizens. My mother always said the difference between a Democrat and 
Republican was that the Democrat saw someone who needed help as a victim of the system, 
while Republicans saw them as the problem.  While my mother died about 15 years ago, she 
would be proud that I was running for office as a Democrat. 

5. When elected, how will you make yourself accessible, and how would you obtain constituent 
input on issues and decisions?   

I would go to open meetings (when they are again permitted), I would be available any time via 
email and phone. Social media will be used as a way for voters and the public to reach me with 
their concerns. I also think that elected officials sometimes forget that it is their job to also reach 
out to their constituents and ask them what their concerns are. While this may not be the place to 
mention this, I hear over and over again how the council is not available to people because they 
hold their meetings during the day when most people are at work. It seems to me that we should 
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make our meeting more accessible to the public and hold them at times of the day where more 
people could attend them.   

6. How have you previously provided and how would you increase access and influence for 
people and groups that may lack them?   

I have helped minority candidates run for office as well as supported them with my volunteer 
efforts and financial contributions. I currently serve on the City of Tacoma’s Human Rights 
Commission where we are always working to provide equity to individuals irrespective of race, 
gender, religion, sexual orientation, or ethnicity.  I also believe strongly that Pierce County 
should have its own Race, Equity, and Inclusion commission. 

7. Do you support unrestricted access to reproductive health care for all women, including the 
right to abortion? 

I have always believed it’s a woman’s choice what she decides to do with her body. Anti-abortion 
laws only service to keep poor women poor, and are a gross intrusion on a woman’s right to 
control her own future.  I absolutely believe free and open access to reproductive health services 
is essential. 

8. What are the core functions of the elected office/body you seek; how can you improve them? 

The core function of the Pierce County Council is to set government priorities through the 
stewardship of the peoples’ funds.  Improving the core functions would be to fund issues that 
have been unaddressed such as mental health treatment access, homelessness reduction, and 
affordable housing development, with implementation of the Growth Management Act.  

9. Please list any key endorsements.   

Congress	Member	Derek	Kilmer	
WA	State	Representa:ves	Laurie	Jinkins	and	Jake	Fey	
WA	State	Senator	Jeannie	Darneille	
Pierce	County	Councilmembers	Connie	Ladenburg,	Marty	Campbell,	and	Derek	Young	
Puyallup	City	Councilmember	Ned	WiGng	
Tacoma	City	Councilmembers	Conor	McCarthy,	John	Hines,	Lillian	Hunter,	Robert	Thoms,	and	Keith	
Blocker	

IF ELECTED TO THIS POSITION (some questions may not be applicable):  
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10. What would you do to ensure that your constituents each have a truly equal and fair 
opportunity to succeed based on merit and effort, rather than pre-existing status or classification? 

Seniority and merit through demonstration of skills each have an important role in providing 
equal and fair opportunity. Seniority often carries with it experience, institutional memory, and is 
certainly worthy of recognition because it can reflect reliability and a devotion to service. Merit 
is equally important since innovation continues, and exposure to new ideas and teachings 
improves performance. Improved performance of course should be the goal for any public or 
private entity. I would ensure that my constituents have equal and fair opportunity by evaluating 
both capacity and longevity of service.  

11. What benefits and problems come from increasing population; how would you address them?   
We know that population will be increasing in the next 15 years and we need to look for the good 
in this. With population growth comes increases in property values, which means that your home 
is worth more. It also means there is going to be more demand for affordable housing, which is 
already scarce. So rational planning for growth is critical.  Transportation infrastructure needs to 
be improved so that mass transit options are more widely available and more convenient to the 
areas where populations of people are located. Improving transportation options will facilitate 
easier access to places of employment. Of course, we must always be attentive to the need to 
create family wage jobs.  

12. How would you support workers, including union workers, whether employed privately or by 
government? 

I would support workers by making sure that people who work or are contracted for Pierce 
County receive pay commensurate with other counties, and that we have jobs that pay at least 
family wage salaries. I would support union contracts and will always be someone who believes 
that you should be able to support your family on the wages you receive without having to have 
two or three jobs. I also believe in vigorous enforcement of industrial safety and health laws.   

13. What policies and actions would you take to protect and improve the natural environment? 
Enforce the Growth Management Act and also our clean water and clean air and shoreline 
development regulations. As alluded to earlier, improved mass transit infrastructure serves to 
reduce chronic hydrocarbon emissions. One of the biggest issues in District 2 is preservation of 
the agricultural lands which are quickly disappearing. Enforcing the Growth Management Act is 
a tool for preserving the natural environment which includes many of the most valuable 
resources in Pierce County. 

14. What would you do to increase housing access and decrease income inequality? 
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More robustly fund revenue streams and establish a Pierce County housing trust fund.  By 
creating more family wage jobs we would be able to raise income levels for many in our 
community. The per capita adult income in Pierce County is about $32,500. This is $4,500 lower 
than the Washington State average. Rents have continued to increase in our county, which means 
that many families are not able to reach median income levels and pay 50% or more of their take 
home pay for a place to live.  That does not leave enough money for a family to pay for their 
basic needs such a food, healthcare, clothing, gas, etc.  Creating family wage jobs will increase 
household incomes and position families to be able to provide the essentials. 

15. Identify any budget challenges for your elected office/body; how would you deal with them? 

Revenues are down right now, and will be for a while, so there will be difficult decisions made to 
protect vulnerable populations. Public safety will continue to be an important and significant part 
of the budget.  We need to continue to fund public safety and public health as budget priorities.  

16. How will you approach safety, police, and court system issues – and what are they? 

The largest issue in all of these cases has to do with the issues of implied bias, and sometimes 
overt bias against minority cultures.  The overriding issue is access to justice, particularly for 
poor and vulnerable populations.  It is understood that there is not just direct bias but 
unconscious bias in our society. We need to check ourselves when we talk about how we see 
crime, and how we actively deal with those who are charged with crimes. We need to continue to 
support alternatives to incarceration and therapeutic courts (ie drug and mental health court). 

17. Finally, any additional comments you would like to share with the Committee:   

It is extremely difficult to run a campaign, particularly if you are not an incumbent.  I am 
determined to run my race and win. I had been doorbelling until we could no longer go door to 
door. I have spent the last few weeks switching to a phone bank campaign for reaching out to 
voters. I have been trying to raise the necessary funds during this pandemic, but it has been 
challenging with portions of the population unemployed and others concerned about when they 
will lose their jobs.  I appreciate any support you can give me. 
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